





Members of the Vasa Junior Folkdancers
and assorted dignitaries, gathered at the
American-Swedish Institute for the unveiling

of the Selma Lagerlof statue, 1955
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figure to the University of Minnesota and then
to the city of Minneapolis. For two years the
work sat in storage while a location was sought.
The sculpture was finally installed in the garden
of the American Swedish Institute in Minnea-
polis in 1955.9

In the decades after Lagerlof, at least two
statues of beloved literary characters appeared
in the state’s parks and neighborhoods. One of
the most charming is hidden away on a boule-
vard strip in St. Paul. Chainsaw carver Dennis
Roghair, whose growing sculpture garden at the
Minnesota state fairgrounds enchants visitors

each summer, was asked to transform a dead
tree into the world of British author A. A. Milne.
Since 1993 Christopher Robin, Piglet, and Pooh
have stood at the corner of Benhill Road and
Lombard Avenue. For their first Easter some-
one equipped them with an Easter basket, and
ever since they have been adorned with items
suited to upcoming holidays.10

Two different sculptures honor Swedish
author Vilhelm Moberg (1898-1973) and his
creations. Moberg made his first trip to the
United States in 1948, researching what would
become four novels dealing with the Swedish

9 “Institute Benefactor is Dead in Sweden,” Bulletin of the American-Swedish Institute 15 (Winter/Spring 1960):

28; Minneapolis Star, Feb. 25, 1954, p. 27, May 4, 1955, p. 41.

10 On Roghair, see Moira F. Harris, “Minnesota’s Newest Sculpture Garden,” Chip Chats, Nov.—Dec. 1993, p.
86-87; St. Paul Pioneer Press, Aug. 30, 1995, p. Al, 6, Sept. 2, 1996, p. E1, 4.

Chainsaw carving of Winnie the Pooh, Piglet (not
visible), and Christopher Robin, St. Paul, 1997
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Lindstrom’s tribute to emigrants Karl Oskar and

Kristina, sculpted in polyurethane foam and fiberglass



immigrant experience. The author spent time
in the Twin Cities and the Chisago County com-
munities of Lindstrom and Chisago City.!1

Once his novels were in print and films
based on them were released, Chisago County
residents realized that their local history was of
interest to other Swedish Americans and visiting
Swedes. Karl Oskar and Kristina, the fictional
characters in Moberg’s novels, became Lind-
strom’s town symbols. Using a model of a work
by Swedish sculptor Axel Olsson that stands
near the harbor in Karlshamn, Sweden, local
artist Roger Davis created the pair in poly-
urethane foam covered with a fiberglass skin.
For several years Karl Oskar and Kristina rode
on parade floats until their owner determined
to spare them further wear and tear by donat-
ing them to the town. Since 1970 they have
stood on a pedestal in front of the offices of the
Chisago County Press.12 In Sweden, Karl Oskar
looked out to sea and America, while Kristina
turned back toward home. In Lindstrom, Karl
Oskar looks east down Main Street, which joins
Highway 8 and is known as “The Emigrant
Trail,” posted with signs depicting the charac-
ters. Kristina’s view is now of the unknown land
to the west.

When plans were announced to celebrate
1996 as the 150th anniversary of Swedish immi-
gration to the United States, Chisago City need-
ed some way to indicate its own historic involve-
ment. The town was refurbishing its park along
Highway 8 with a stepped gateway, planters, and
a sign. That seemed the perfect location for a
statue of Vilhelm Moberg, which Lindstrom
artist Jan Dudley was commissioned to create.
Dudley based his work on photographs of the
author and memories of those who had met
him on his research trips in 1948 and 1950.
Since Moberg had traveled the flat roads of
Chisago County on a Schwinn, Dudley posed
the writer with his bicycle, a concept perhaps
unique in the history of literary portraiture.13

With the 1996 dedication of the Fitzgerald
and Moberg statues, literary sculpture in Min-

Author Vilhelm Moberg, posed with his trusty Schwinn,
Chisago City, 1997

nesota has entered a new phase. These men, a
native son and a visitor, wrote about the state.
The sculptors are residents of Minnesota who
knew well the settings in which their statues
would be placed. In choosing F. Scott Fitzgerald
and Vilhelm Moberg to be represented in
bronze in city parks, perhaps Minnesotans have
followed capitol architect Cass Gilbert’s long-
ago advice to the chair of the Schiller monu-
ment committee: to select writers and artists
“worthy of their own aspiration.”14

11 Moberg’s novels The Emigrants, Unto A Good Land, The Settlers, and The Last Letter Home were reprinted in

1995 by the Minnesota Historical Society Press.

12 Minneapolis Tribune, Dec. 16, 1974, p. A1,7; Chisago County Press (Lindstrom), June 30, 1966, p. 1.
13 Tan Dudley, comments made at dedication of Moberg Park, Sept. 13, 1996; Chisago County Press, Sept. 12,

1996, p. 1, 4.

14 Cass Gilbert to Ferdinand Willius, Dec. 4, 1905, Schiller Monument Committee Records, Minnesota

Historical Society, St. Paul.

The picture on p. 366 is courtesy Michael B. Price, p. 37071 is from the collection of the American Swedish Institute, and those
on p. 372 and 373 are from the author. All others are in the MHS collections.
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