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This small drawing packs the vitality of summer into a few square inches of paper. Mark O’Leary (1953–93) cre-
ated several hundred such pictures during the last year of his life. An accomplished painter who contracted the
AIDS virus while in his thirties, O’Leary found it necessary to work on this small scale as his illness progressed.
His drawings have a lively and personal character that is also evident in his papers, presented to the Minnesota
Historical Society by Richard Cooper, his partner and fellow artist. —Thomas O’Sullivan, curator of art

Mark O’Leary, Energy Flower, 1993, colored pencil on paper, 3 3/8 x 7 1/16 inches
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New from MHS Press

MIDWEST REFLECTIONS

203 pages, 31 color and 

38 black-and-white illustrations

Cloth, ISBN 0-87351-359-2, $40.00

Paper, ISBN 0-87351-360-6, $24.95

MHS member prices: $36.00 and $22.46

Turning the Feather
Around
By George Morrison
As told to Margot Fortunato Galt

In this fascinating self-portrait, George Morrison, who calls
himself “an artist who happens to be an Indian,” tells a per-
sonal story of a life of changing horizons and artistic
achievement. The book is fully illustrated not only with
photographs from Morrison’s life but also with many color
reproductions of his art. His paintings and sculptures are in
the collections of major American museums including the
Art Institute of Chicago, the Whitney Museum of American
Art, and the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.

“When I saw George in the summer of 1994, after a lapse of several
years, I sensed that he was ready to tell his story. We began the
audio taping at Red Rock, George’s studio home overlooking Lake
Superior, drinking coffee brewed strong and aromatic, the way he
likes it.

“This book does not pretend to be the last word on George Morrison’s
life and art. But it is his word. Only George can paint his own pic-
ture, offer us humor and humility in the face of the vast lake, and
place bits of driftwood just right to reveal the winding current of
his life.” —Margot Fortunato Galt

Available from your local bookseller or from the publisher

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESS
1-612-297-3243   •   1-800-647-7827
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