




















From the Collections

The venerable sport of curling, which can be traced to

the 1500s in Scotland, has thrived in Minnesota for more
than a century. Avid players took advantage of the state’s
frozen rivers early on; the St. Paul Curling Club formed
and built its first clubhouse in 1885; and by the mid-twen-
tieth century, curling joined the pantheon of boy’s intra-
mural sports. This equipment, clothing, playoff schedule,
team photograph, ribbon, and trophy are from the 1966
Minnesota State School Boy Tournament, when Bemidji
triumphed.

Played on ice (but without skates), the game involves
two opposing teams of four players, each of whom slides
two 42-pound, polished granite stones down the length of
an ice sheet toward a target (called the “house”), 12 feet
in diameter. Players grasp and throw the stone from its
gooseneck handle with a slight turn to the right or left, so
that the stone curls its way down the ice. Broom-wielding
teammates sweep the ice ahead of the traveling stone,
producing friction that slightly melts the ice and allows
the stone to travel farther and straighter. The opposing
team alternates in sliding their stones toward the same
target. Game strategy involves landing one’s stone closest
to the center of the target by either knocking opponents’
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stones out of the way or skillfully sliding and “curling” a stone around the others and inside the circle. Points are

counted as in horseshoes—only one team scores from its stones that are closest to the center of the target. This is

repeated eight to ten times per game.
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Slipcases

Now you can keep your back issues of
Minnesota History within easy reach on your
bookshelf. Handsome, sturdy slipcases open at
the back for maximum protection and conve-
nient storage. Each holds eight issues. The
maroon-colored cases are embossed with the
magazine title and come with a gold-foil trans-
fer for marking the year and volume number
on the spine. Order one or several; newly avail-
able in the History Center’s museum store.

$9.95; MHS Member price: $8.96

Consolidated Index
to Minnesota History
VOLUMES 41-50 (1968-87)

Containing entries for hundreds of authors
and thousands of people, places, and topics
important to understanding state and regional
history, this index is an essential guide to the
wealth of historical research in these 80 issues
of Minnesota History.

136 p., Cloth, $35.00

MHS Member price, $31.50

Indexes to volumes 1-10 and 11-40 are available on
microfilm from University Microfilms International,
P.O. Box 1467, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. To inquire about

available back issues of the magazine, call the MHS
Press Order Department.
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AVAILABLE FROM
Minnesota Historical Society Press, Order Dept. 600

345 Kellogg Boulevard West, St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

651-297-3243 or 1-800-647-7827

Prepaid mail orders should included 6.5% sales tax
(St. Paul residents 7%) and $3.00 postage and handling,
plus $.50 for each additional item.
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