








woolen winter-service uniform jacket
per year, along with a similar but un-
trimmed cotton drilling jacket, is-
sued seasonally. Uniforms were nor-
mally made or inspected at Schuyl-
kill Arsenal outside Philadelphia.

Bell’s jacket, however, falls far
below usual government standards.
External edges at the front center
and bottom are unfinished, with
body and facing pieces simply laid
together and coarsely stitched. The
cream-colored domet flannel lining
is crudely whipped together. Facings
are roughly cut and unevenly at-
tached. The external pocket flaps
are false, and the narrow yellow
worsted binding is sewn with wide
running and felling stitches indis-
criminately.

The dates of Bell’s service in Mex-
ico may explain the jacket’s poor
quality. In fall 1847 the acting quar-
termaster general of Scott’s army
had set up an extensive system in
Mexico City to manufacture uniforms.
Not until the next year, after Bell’s
discharge, were better-quality Phila-
delphia-made uniforms available.

This forage cap is the only known
example with its original colored
branch-band intact. Adopted in
1839, this style proved popular, at
least compared to the leather forage
cap it replaced. The folding cloth
cape of Bell’s cap was carefully cut
off, and the lining and padding,
chin strap, and original side buttons
are no longer present. The Second
Dragoons sometimes removed their
caps’ padding to create a more rak-
ish appearance.

The decorative yellow band of
1¥5-inch worsted tape, crudely bast-
ed to the top and bottom of the cap
band, clearly shows the shadow of
and hole from the attachment loop
of the now-missing company letter
“G.” Use of the colored band is well
documented in paintings of troops
serving in Mexico.

Bell’s uniform offers a rare look
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at the actual clothing worn by a
member of the flamboyant Second
Dragoons. Important to
military historians, the uni-
form contrasts significantly
with the never issued, regu-
lar-army garments of the
Mexican War period in

the National Museum

of American

History.

—Stephen E. Osman

Friendship quilts

with names of family

and friends cross-stitched

or written in ink on the cen-

ter blocks of each square

were popular parting gifts to
families moving west. These quilts
were most popular during the 1840s
and 1850s, a time of great senti-
mentality, when many families
moved to land newly opened to
settlement.

The autograph-cross or album-
block pattern was a favorite choice
for friendship quilts. This set of
autographed quilt blocks contains
signatures by Pennsylvania relatives
and friends of the Hamilton Clark(e)
family, which left the community in
1852 for Minnesota Territory. The
blocks are signed in ink, and some
include dates and place names.
Each of the 37 squares is made of a
different cotton print, the variety of
colors and designs available in the
1850s reflecting the increased out-
put of New England textile mills.
These one- and two-color, small-
patterned prints were used for chil-
dren’s clothing and women'’s every-
day dresses.

Hamilton, his wife, Sarah Jane,
and their six children settled in
Eagle Creek Township in Scott
County, where Hamilton became

a farmer. The unassembled quilt
blocks remained in the family
until donated to MHS by a great-
granddaughter in 1986.

—Linda McShannock

“During the winter of 1851-52 I pro-
ceeded to England, having travelled
in snow shoes from Athabasca to

St. Paul’s, a distance of 1,730 statute
miles. Being aided by dogs for the
last four hundred and fifty miles,
which . . . were accomplished in ten
days.” So wrote Dr. John Rae, noted
explorer associated with the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, to an unknown
recipient in February 1856. Rae ar-
rived in St. Paul on February 14,
1852, having traversed the territory
from Pembina by dog team. He was
on his way back to England from the
Arctic Ocean, where he had searched



in vain for the ill-fated exploring
party of Sir John Franklin.”

The mode of travel that Rae
referred to in his letter was dog-
sleighing or dog-sledging, a familiar
and necessary form of transporta-
tion during Minnesota’s snowy
winters. The route between St. Paul
and Pembina, where the popula-
tion rivaled that of St. Paul and
St. Anthony, had no stage line until
1859. Carioles, or one-person, flat-
bottomed sleds, often were the only
alternative to travel on snowshoes.
Resembling an enclosed toboggan,
these dog-drawn vehicles probably
originated among Indian people.?

Whether or not the Minnesota
Historical Society’s cariole is indeed
the one that carried Dr. Rae to
St. Paul in 1852 is speculative. The
9-foot wood-and-hide “Red River
train” presented to the historical
society by William Gates Le Duc in
November 1855 could be Rae’s sled.
It was in that year that the organiza-
tion gained a “hall set apart in the
Capitol . . . properly furnished with
shelves for the reception of books

and other documents,” perhaps
explaining an apparent delay in
donating the sled. This seems to be
corroborated by J. Fletcher Williams
in his 1876 History of the City of Saint
Paul, where he noted, “The ‘dog-
sledge’ used by Dr. Rae, in his long
journey over the snow, was present-
ed by him to the Historical Society,
as a memento, and may still be seen
at their rooms.”

While we may never know defini-
tively, but this cariole still evokes
rugged days long past.

—Kendra Dillard
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