


the 1930s, and undoubtedly her own need for personal
catharsis. But the luxury of honesty apparently exacted a
heavy price. After sales of Indeed This Flesh and Under the
Sun faltered despite favorable reviews, Flandrau’s profes-
sional and personal credibility began a long, slow ero-
sion at home. Writing her friend Alice O’Brien about
her increasing hesitancy to continue living in St. Paul,
Flandrau said: “I have had a growing feeling that some-
body, or some small group . . . is not friendly. I have had
a feeling of malice, a genuine malice and hostility, direct-
ed against me!!! . . . an active enmity.”47

Flandrau seemed especially discouraged by the
weak response to Under the Sun. Perkins had strongly
advised against publishing a collection of stories before
coming out with a new novel, but he had finally yielded
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Flesh, probably misjudging how shocking this revelation
was and how it would backfire.

She based Indeed This Flesh on her father Edward’s
life. In it she subtly hinted at his unhealthy—most like-
ly incestuous—relationship with his daughter (named
“Norah” in the novel). Turned down by Charles Scrib-
ner’s, the book was published by Harrison Smith and
Robert Haas, and while it received some favorable
reviews, it did not succeed commercially.46

Strong influences had pushed Flandrau toward this
honesty and realism: the cynicism and realism of Lost
Generation writers, the self-revelation in Thomas Wolfe’s
hugely successful Look Homeward Angel (1929), the praise
of editors and critics for her autobiographical fiction,
the teaching of literary iconoclast Meridel LeSueur in

The Flandrau house at 385 Pleasant, built in 1872 and ordered demolished by Grace in 1955 

in accordance with Charles’s wishes
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1. Flandrau bibliography, compiled by author, author’s
possession. See, for example, Who’s Who Among Minnesota
Women, 1924, and Who’s Who of American Women (1958–59,
1966–67, 1968–69); see also, Smart Set, Feb. 1921; Scribner’s,
Oct. 1930–July 1936 (11 stories); New Yorker, May, Sept., 1942,
April 1943.

Flandrau’s appointments and awards include an honorary
doctoral degree in literature from Hamline University, St. Paul,
in 1947 and membership in the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences in 1949.

2. John T. Flanagan, “Thirty Years of Minnesota Fiction,”
Minnesota History 31 (Sept. 1950): 129; Patricia Hampl, inter-
view by author, St. Paul, Apr. 3, 1996, author’s notes.

3. Theodore Peterson, Magazines in the Twentieth Century
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1964), 145–49.

4. Brenda Ueland, “Among Those We Know,” Golfer and
Sportsman 15 (Dec. 1934): 26.

5. “Child Memories,” typed drafts possibly intended for
autobiographical novel, file 139, box 22, Flandrau Family
Papers, Arizona Historical Society, Tucson (hereafter FFP).

6. History of the Hamline University of Minnesota when Located
at Red Wing . . . from 1854 to 1869 (St. Paul: Alumni Association,
1907), 172; Grace Flandrau to Theodate Pope Riddle (wife of
John W. Riddle, Blair’s half-brother), [Oct., 1930?], Hill-Stead
Museum Archive, Farmington, Conn.; Theodore Christianson,
Minnesota, the Land of Sky-Tinted Waters—A History of the State
and Its People (Chicago: American Historical Society, 1935),
4:185; Thomas Hodgson-Charollet (Charlotte) Corrin genea-
logical chart, author’s possession. Hodgson always used his
stepfather’s surname, not his biological father’s, and no known

N O T E S

to her insistence. When the book failed, she wrote him
in dismay at her own willfulness: “I am weighed down
with a sense of defeat, of a fatal sense. Why will one not
accept the judgement of people whom they trust, as I
trust you?” Perkins, who had told her earlier, “We have
wanted to publish for you for many years,” again re-
minded her of the autobiographical novel he had
repeatedly urged her to write and send him. Puzzlingly,
although drafts for the novel exist in her papers, Flan-
drau never finished the novel nor did she ever attempt
any other full-length book.48

Meanwhile, Charles Flandrau’s long-dormant liter-
ary reputation revived in the 1930s, thanks largely to
the effective prodding of James Gray. A collection of
Charles’s new essays, Loquacities, appeared in 1931
(published by D. Appleton and Company after it was
turned down by Charles Scribner’s Sons), and the clas-
sic Viva Mexico was reprinted in 1937.49

In 1938 the deaths of both Blair and Charles Flan-
drau left Grace wealthy but lonely. While she inherited
the Flandrau home on Pleasant Avenue, the 52-year-old
author was both childless and estranged from her
Hodgson relatives in Minnesota.50

She renewed her literary efforts, producing whim-
sical short fiction for the New Yorker, vivid journalism for
Saturday Evening Post, and several literary reviews. After
World War II she wrote scripts in French for the Voice
of America in Paris. In 1949 her essay “On What It Is to
Be French” appeared in the first issue of the University
of Minnesota’s scholarly American Quarterly.51

Although Flandrau received some national recogni-
tion and awards in the late 1940s, she ceased writing for
publication entirely and had begun to sink into obscu-
rity by 1950. In 1955, after ordering the historic 1872
Flandrau house torn down as Charles had requested in
his will, Grace moved permanently to Farmington,
Connecticut. For years she had maintained a secluded
haven for writing there.52

Grace briefly resurfaced when Holiday published her
last story, “Minnesota,” in 1955. The intimate essay
brought her fan mail from St. Paul friends, and her
1962 speech about her father-in-law, Charles E. Flandrau,
at the Minnesota Historical Society’s annual meeting in
1962 drew significant attention in the Twin Cities press.53

Grace Flandrau died in Farmington in 1971 but is
buried in the Flandrau plot at Oakland Cemetery in
St. Paul. Her estate made bequests totaling nearly $1.5
million to agencies in Minnesota such as the Saint
Paul Foundation, the Minnesota Historical Society,
Hamline University, Saint Luke’s Hospital, and the
humane society.54

Meridel LeSueur observed of her one-time friend
and colleague in a 1990 interview: “Grace Flandrau
was a beautiful woman and I loved her. She is a neg-
lected writer of Minnesota, although she should have
written more.”55

LeSueur was right. The world would have been
richer had Flandrau written more—after she had ma-
tured, let down her defenses and begun writing from
her own insightful, whimsical, and sometimes painful
vision of the world.  ❑

This article was supported, in part, by a grant from the publications and research department of the 
Minnesota Historical Society with funds provided by the State of Minnesota.
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entries, Mar. 9, 1935, Brenda Ueland Papers, microfilm edi-
tion, roll 1, Minnesota Historical Society (MHS); Charles M.
Flandrau to Martha Flandrau Selmes, May 19, 1917, Charles M.
Flandrau Letters, 1886–1928 (copies of originals in FFP—here-
after Flandrau Letters), MHS; Grace Flandrau to Blair Flan-
drau, Oct. 30, 1918, file 7, box 12, FFP. Chronic repression and
the conflicts in her personality led to emotional stress; begin-
ning in her thirties, she suffered migraines and nervous
exhaustion; Grace Flandrau to Blair Flandrau, undated, file 7,
box 12; Blair Flandrau to Grace Flandrau, Nov. 17, 1917, file
14, box 58, FFP.

19. “Child Memories”; file 212, box 26; Blair Flandrau to
Charles Flandrau, 1894–1897, file 2, box 58; Rebecca Flandrau
to John Riddle Jr., Aug. 25, 1909, file 21, box 57—all FFP; Mary
Griggs Burke, interview by author, Cable, Wisc., Sept. 4, 1994,
author’s notes.

20. “Child Memories,” FFP.
21. “Biographical Notes,” from inventory, 2, 10, 13, FFP;

The Bellman, May 30, 1914, June 6, 1914, Jan. 26, 1915, MHS
Library.

22. Rebecca Flandrau to John Riddle Jr., Aug. 25, 1909.
23. Judging from the number of articles about Charles

Flandrau as well as the size of his columns between 1915 and
1922 in the Pioneer Press, Dispatch, and the Daily News, it is obvi-
ous that the local press considered him a “star”; see, for exam-
ple, “The Singleness of Charles,” St. Paul Pioneer Press, May 2,
1915.

24. Grace Flandrau to Blair Flandrau, undated, 1930, file
12, box 13; Blair Flandrau to Grace Flandrau, May 15, 1932,
file 27, box 59; Charles Flandrau to John Riddle Jr., Sept. 1,
1910, July 13, 1911, file 64, box 5—all FFP. Charles Flandrau
wrote Martha Flandrau Selmes on July 19, 1915: “Blair drinks
only beer and not much of it—Grace sees to that”; and on Aug.
13, 1918: “She [Sally Flandrau Cutcheon, a half-sister] is per-
petually resentful without knowing it, of the fact that both Blair
and I are not being supported in some home for inebriates by
Cutcheon,” Flandrau Letters. See also Grace Flandrau to Blair
Flandrau, undated letter, pleading with Blair to modify his
drinking; file 11, box 12, FFP.

25. Charles Flandrau to Martha Flandrau Selmes, Sept.
1910, Feb. 23, 1921, Flandrau Letters.

26. At first Charles bragged that Grace was charming
Flandrau relatives; see his letters to Selmes in late 1916 and
Feb. 15, 1917, Flandrau Letters. Later he apparently resented
Grace: “The alienation was caused by his secret jealousy of her
literary success which some felt equalled or surpassed his”;
Lawrence P. Haeg, “Little Corners of Great Places: The Private
Life of Charles Macomb Flandrau,” unpublished biography,
277–78, MHS. Haeg based his assertion on interviews with
Flandrau descendants.

27. Blair Flandrau to Grace Flandrau, Feb. 19, 1912, file 13,
box 58, FFP; Charles Flandrau to Martha Flandrau Selmes, Jan.
13, 1913, Jan. 25, 1915, Flandrau Letters; St. Paul Daily News,
Apr. 25, 1915; Paul R. Reynolds to Grace Flandrau, Nov. 9,
1917, file 91, box 18, FFP.

28. Blair Flandrau to Grace Flandrau, July 25, 1917, file 14,
box 58, FFP.

record of the latter’s surname exists.
7. History of the Hamline University, 172; Grace Flandrau,

Indeed This Flesh (New York: H. Smith and R. Haas, 1934), 37.
8. History of the Hamline University, 172; St. Paul city directo-

ries, 1876–1903, list Edward J. Hodgson residing at 139 Dayton
(later renumbered 518 Dayton) and Charollet residing at the
same address between 1886 and 1901. Grace sometimes
claimed to be born in 1889 or 1890, but her father’s Bible
records her birth as 1886.

9. Edward Hodgson obituary, St. Paul Dispatch, Sept. 22,
1903; files 28–29, box 66, Hodgson to editors, file 3, box 63,
essays and manuscripts, files 10–16, box 64, file 19, box 65—all
FFP; Catalogue of Hamline University for the Year 1880–81, 14.

10. St. Paul Dispatch, Dec. 22, 1903; John Selmes Greenway
(great-grandson of Charles E. Flandrau), interviews by author,
Tucson, Ariz., Feb. 7, 9, 1990, author’s notes; “Child Memo-
ries,” FFP.

11. Ueland, “Among Those We Know,” 26; ”Child Memo-
ries,” FFP; Flandrau to Kyle S. Crichton, undated [1934?], file
30, box 14, FFP.

12. Mary Staples Hodgson to Edward Hodgson, 1900–03,
file 6, box 63, file 210, 211, box 26, FFP.

13. Edward R. Hodgson, Hodgson-Clague-Corrin (Sacra-
mento, 1971), 70; Blair Flandrau to Grace Flandrau, May 8,
June 6, 1932, file 27, box 59, FFP; Muriel E. Nelson (great-
niece of Edward Hodgson), telephone interview by author,
Aug. 6, 1991; Nelson to author, Oct. 24, 1992, author’s posses-
sion; Corrin H. Hodgson (great-nephew of Hodgson), tele-
phone interview by author, Dec. 12, 1992; William Hodson
obituary, Minneapolis Tribune, Jan. 21, 1943; Flandrau, Indeed
This Flesh, 45–47; “The Happiest Time,” Scribner’s 41 (June
1932): 335. Edward Hodgson apparently brought Anna R.
Hodson and their son William to Minneapolis to live at 749
Quincy Avenue after his family left for Europe. See Anna Hod-
son entry in Minneapolis City Directory, 1901–02.

14. “Child Memories,” FFP.
15. Rebecca Riddle Flandrau to John Riddle Jr., Aug. 23,

1909, file 21, box 57, FFP; Blair Flandrau to Grace Flandrau,
May 8, 1932, file 27, box 59, FFP. Grace had brief contact with
her brother, William Hodson, in 1932. Hodson became the
first director of Minnesota’s state children’s bureau, author of
Minnesota’s children’s code, director of child welfare legisla-
tion for the Russell Sage Foundation, president of the National
Conference of Social Workers, and director of New York City’s
Welfare System under Fiorello La Guardia; undated clipping,
author’s possession; obituary, Minneapolis Tribune, Jan. 21,
1943.

16. “Child Memories,” FFP.
17. Olivia Irvine Dodge, conversation with author, Dec. 19,

1995; Kate Skiles Klein, conversation with author, June 23,
1993. In an undated letter from the 1950s, Grace Flandrau
wrote to John S. Greenway: “I can’t tell you how often the scene
of my door closing behind me, leaving me alone! without the
boredom or irritation or inadequacy of unwanted contact, of
being ‘safe’ . . . relieves and restores me;” file 13, box 13, FFP.

18. Grace Flandrau to Alice M. O’Brien, undated, file 53,
box 16, FFP; Ueland, “Among Those We Know,” 26; Diary
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James Gray and Family Papers, MHS.
42. Gray to Charles M. Flandrau, undated [Fall 1930?],

and Grace Flandrau to Gray, undated, Gray papers; St. Paul
Dispatch, Oct. 9, 1936. 

43. “Published Work,” file 90, box 18, FFP; Kay Boyle,
Laurence Vail, and Nina Conarain, 365 Days (New York: Har-
court, Brace, 1936); St. Paul Dispatch, May 13, 1935, June 15,
1936; Grace Flandrau to Perkins, undated [Nov. 1937?], Scrib-
ner’s archives; Flandrau speeches at Women’s City Club, Oct.
31, 1934; to Minnesota Library Association, Oct. 11, 1935; at
MHS annual meetings, Feb. 1941 and Aug. 1962.

44. Diary entries, Nov. 4, 13, 1934, roll 1, Ueland papers.
45. Blair Flandrau to Grace Flandrau, May 8, 1932, file 27,

box 59, FFP.
46. Flandrau, Indeed This Flesh, 256–61; Perkins to Grace

Flandrau, Aug. 7, 1934, Scribner’s archives.
47. Grace Flandrau to Perkins (on Thomas Wolfe), June

25, 1935, Scribner’s archives; Meridel LeSueur syllabus, 1933,
file 41, box 84, FFP; Grace Flandrau to Alice M. O’Brien,
undated [1950s], file 26, box 14, FFP.
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2, 1936; Perkins to Grace Flandrau, Mar. 21, 1932, Aug. 15,
1933, Aug. 7, Nov. 1, 1934, Apr. 9, 19, July 3, 1935, Feb. 3,
1936, Mar. 24, Oct. 14, 1937, Scribner’s archives.
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in Haeg, “Little Corners of Great Places,” 35.

50. Unpublished diaries, file 471, box 50, FFP. Except for
her foster mother (who died in 1929) and her foster sister
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51. “Published Work” file 90, box 18, FFP; Greenway inter-
views; American Quarterly, Spring 1949, p. 9.

52. Grace Flandrau to Richard E. Myers, May 13, 1932, R.
E. and Alice Lee Myers Papers, Beinecke Library, Yale
University.
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54. St. Paul Dispatch, Mar. 12, 1974, and Provisions of Grace
Flandrau Trust, 1964, custody of her guardian, John S. Green-
way, Tucson, Ariz.
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session.
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of Being Respectable in file 76, box 18; Grace Flandrau to Betty
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