














Horse-drawn sleighs and crowds of bundled-up pedestrians share this wintery moment in time—2:25 p.m. by the
street clock—captured more than a century ago on what is now Minneapolis’s Nicollet Mall.

Looking northeast from Fifth Street toward the Mississippi River, the view captures the vitality of a thriving big-
city downtown at the turn of the century. The mostly three-story buildings seem pedestrian-friendly on the sunny
afternoon, however cold, and most of the sleighs appear to be making deliveries without regard for traffic lanes or
keeping to the right side of the road. 

Viewed under a magnifying glass, signs along the avenue advertise (from left) the W. J. Dyer organ and piano
store, Gustav Simmon’s furrier business, and the Twin City Dye Works. Across the street at 311–15 Nicollet (back-
ground) is the tall-towered Minnesota Loan and Trust Company, a Gothic extravaganza built in 1885 (and demol-
ished by 1920), perhaps the Twin Cities’ first skyscraper. Lining the street (moving toward the photographer) are
the Palace Clothing House (M. L. Rothschild, president), a wallpaper store, Browning, King & Co. clothing store,
Goodyear Rubber Goods, two more furriers, and Yerxa Brothers wholesale grocery.

If the unknown photographer had waited a few hours, the hanging carbon-arc electric light in the foreground
would have brightly illuminated the street below. Electricity had arrived in the city in the early 1880s, although gas
lamps continued to light some Minneapolis streets until 1924.
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Slipcases
Keep your back issues of Minnesota History within easy
reach on your bookshelf. Handsome, sturdy slipcases
open at the back for maximum protection and convenient
storage. Each holds eight issues. The maroon-colored
cases are embossed with the magazine title and come with
a gold-foil transfer for marking the year and volume num-
ber on the spine. Order one or several; available by mail
order or in the History Center’s museum store. 
$9.95
MHS Member price: $8.96

Consolidated Index to
Minnesota History, 
Volumes 41–50 (1968–87)
Containing entries for hundreds of authors and thousands of people, places, and topics important to under-
standing state and regional history, this index is an essential guide to the wealth of historical research in these
80 issues of Minnesota History.
136 p., Cloth, $35.00
MHS Member price, $31.50
Indexes to volumes 1–10 and 11–40 are available on microfilm from University Microfilms International,
P.O. Box 1467, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. To inquire about available back issues of the magazine, call the MHS
Press Order Department, below.

Available from the MHS Press, Order Dept. 600, 345 Kellogg Blvd. West, St. Paul, MN 55102-1906, (651)297-3243
or 1-800-647-7827. Prepaid mail orders should included 6.5% sales tax (St. Paul residents 7%) and $3.00 postage and 
handling, plus $.50 for each additional item. 
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