











NEWS AND COMMENT

At the meeting of the American Historical Association and
allied organizations, held in Richmond, Virginia, from December
27 to 31, there were as usual many sessions and conferences, each
with its appeal to special groups of scholars. Owing to the
presence of a considerable number of English historians, much
emphasis was given in the program to topics in European history,
especially in the medieval period; and since the meeting was
held in the capital of the Southern Confederacy many of the
papers devoted to American history dealt with Civil War and
southern problems. One noteworthy paper of general western
interest was a study of “The Persistence of the Westward
Movement in the United States,” by John C. Parish, which
threw important new light upon the westward tendencies of
American development after the disappearance of the fromtier.
One of the features of a meeting of the American Historical
Association is the president’s address. The death of Woodrow
Wilson elevated to the acting presidency of the association Dr.
Charles M. Andrews of Yale University, whose address was a
review of progress in American historical work during ‘* These
Forty Years.” At the Conference of Archivists Mr. Robert B.
House discussed the problem of caring for American archives
and called special attention to the recent losses which have re-
sulted from fires. His paper brought out the importance of the
movement both in state and nation for more adequate archives
housing. That the movement for archival reform is progress-
ing, however, was shown in a paper on “ Archive Legislation,
1921-1923, ” by George S. Godard. At the Conference of His-
torical Societies a discussion of “ The Museum of History: A
Problem ” was led by Mr. L. V. Coleman.

The preparation of a dictionary of American biography com-
parable to the English Dictionary of National Biography has
been made possible through a gift of a half million dollars from
the New York Times to the American Council of Learned
Societies. A permanent committee of management headed by
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Dr. J. Franklin Jameson will select an editor-in-chief for the
enterprise and the editorial work will be done in Washington.
The dictionary will contain twenty volumes, the first of which
is expected to appear within four years.

A thoughtful survey of “Religious Influences in American
History,”” by Carl Wittke, is published in the University of
California Chronicle for October.

In a volume entitled Immigration: Select Documents and
Case Records (Chicago, 1924. 809 p.), edited by Edith Abbott, a
mass of source material on the history of American immigration
is brought together, among the most interesting items being a
series of twenty-three documents throwing light upon “ The Early
Emigrant Ships and Attempted Regulation of Steerage Con-
ditions, 1751-1882. ”

A plea for historical museums which visualize the past as a
continuous development is made in a paper on “ The Function
of Historical Museums,” by Caroline Mcllvaine, which is pub-
lished in the October Bulletin of the Chicago Historical Society.

In an important joint report by committees of several historical
associations on “ Books for Historical Reading in Schools, ”
printed in the Historical Outlook for October, some attention is
given to local history. ‘ The resourceful teacher,” it is pointed
out, “will find local history (and sometimes local romance)
stimulating alike to himself and his pupils. It is a field where
first-hand evidence often proves available and where the pupil’s
interest has natural roots.” It is interesting to note, in this
connection, that the English Board of Education, in a Report on
the Teaching of History (London, 1923), states, * It is essential
that in each school attention should be paid to the history of the
town and district in which it is situated. * This will generally be
best done not by giving a separate course of work on local his-
toty, but by constant reference to the history of the locality as
illustrative of the general history.” The point is made that the
usual textbook contains nothing but broad generalizations. The
history of the locality is to be drawn upon for concrete illustra-
tions.
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Aids to Geographical Research: Bibliographies and Periodicals
is the title of a useful work by John K. Wright, published by the
American Geographical Society (1923. 243 p.).

Professor Dixon R. Fox’s review of ““ Outstanding Activities
of the Historical Societies 1920-1923” and Mr. William B.
Shaw’s paper on ““ The Historical Society Magazines as Viewed
by an Outsider ” are published in the Proceedings of the Nine-
teenth Annual Conference of Historical Societies for 1923
(Washington, 1924. 27 p.).

“The Historical Society of Today ” is the title of an address
by Worthington C. Ford which may be read with profit by all
workers in the field of state and local history. It is published
in a volume of Addresses Delivered at the Observance of the
Centennial of the New Hampshire Historical Society, September
27, 1923 (Concord, New Hampshire. 71 p.).

A valuable and interesting paper on “ Copper Mining in the
Early Northwest,” by Louise Phelps Kellogg, is published in
the Wisconsin Magagine of History for December.

A number of “ Beliefs and Tales of the Canadian Dakota ”
are published by Wilson D. Wallace in the Journal of American
Folk Lore for January-March, 1923. They are based upon
material collected in Manitoba and derived chiefly from Wahpe-
ton Dakota Indians. Particularly interesting is a cycle of spider
tales.

An interesting letter written by a Norwegian immigrant in
Chicago on June 20, 1843, and relating chiefly to the question
of temperance in Norway and in America is published in
Vossingen for July-October.

A novel dealing with pioneer life among the Norwegian set-
tlers on the Dakota prairies has been published in Norway by
Professor O. E. Rélvaag of St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minne-
sota, the author of numerous books of fiction dealing with
Norwegian-American life. Its title is I de Dage [In Those
Days].

Solstad, the Old and the New is the title of a new novel by
James A. Peterson (1923. 344 p.) which has its setting in
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Minnesota and the Far West before the Civil War and is cen-
tered about the theme of the Norwegian immigrant and his
reaction to the American environment.

The annual meeting of the Swedish Historical Society of
America was held in the Historical Building on October 12.
Papers were read by Mr. Victor Lawson of Willmar on “ The
First Settlements in the Kandiyohi Region and Their Fate in
the Indian Uprising of 1862,” and by Mr. Theodore W. Ander-
son of Minneapolis on the “ Early Swedish Pioneers in Kansas. ”
The Year-book for 1924, which is reviewed ante, p. 58, was
distributed to members of the society.

An interesting review of the career of Lewis Cass is given
in an article entitled ‘ Detroit’'s Presidential Candidate,” by
Milo M. Quaife, published in the Burton Historical Collection
Leaflet for November. Appended to the article are several Cass
letters, hitherto unpublished, one of which, written on April 21,
1831, from Washington, discusses arrangements for the School-
craft exploring expedition.

Gossip, anecdotes, tales of curious episodes, brief accounts of
individuals and organizations, and miscellaneous matters make
up the bulk of a volume entitled Them Was the Good Old Days:
In Davenport, Scott County, Towa, by W. L. Purcell (Daven-
port. 232 p.). The result is somewhat of a hodgepodge, but
the student will find in Mr. Purcell’s pages much good material
illustrative of middle-western social history.

A study of The Sale of War Bonds in Iowa, by Nathaniel R.
Whitney, has been brought out as a volume in the Jowa Chronicles
of the World War (1923. 236 p.).

An interesting piece of social history is given in a study of
“ The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Iowa, 1845-1847,”
by Henry S. Lucas, which appears in the Jowa Journal of History
and Politics for October.

It is announced that the Missouri Historical Society has
recently acquired the original sketchbooks of Henry Lewis, the
artist some of whose paintings of scenes along the Mississippi
River, made in the forties, are reproduced in the volume entitled
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Das illustrirte Mississippithal. A new edition of this rare work
was recently reviewed in this magazine (see anfe, 5: 446).

An encyclopedia of South Dakota, a compendium of detailed
information in a volume of a thousand pages or more, is
announced for early publication by Mr. Doane Robinson, secre-
tary of the State Historical Society of South Dakota. The work
is “the product of fifty years’ industrious gathering of material
about Dakota. ”

“ How Our Ancestors Settled in Wisconsin: A Story of the
Conglomerate Peoples Composing Our Population ” is the title
of an article by Mr. Charles L. Curtis, published in the Wisconsin
Magazine for October, in which special attention is given to the
German, Scandinavian, Swiss, Polish, Irish, and Welsh elements
in Wisconsin’s population.

“Some American Influences upon the Canadian Federation
Movement ” is the title of a valuable essay by Reginald D.
Trotter, published in the Canadian Historical Review for Sep-
tember. In his discussion of the situation in the Canadian
Northwest the author uses with discrimination a number of
documents drawn from the manuséript papers of James W.
Taylor, owned by the Minnesota Historical Society.

The publication of source materials relating to the Riel rebel-
lions in the Canadian Northwest is paving the way for a
definitive study of that phase of western history. An interesting
document under the title “ Louis Riel's Account of the Capture
of Fort Garry, 18707 is presented by A. H. de Trémaudan in
the Canadian Historical Review for June, 1924. It is printed
in the French original and in translation, with elaborate anno-
tations.

GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS

A tablet commemorating the discovery of the source of the
Mississippi River was unveiled at the Minnesota Historical
Building in St. Paul on November 5 by the Colonial Dames of
America in the State of Minnesota. An illustrated lecture on
Itasca Park was given by Dr. Thomas S. Roberts, an address
on Henry R. Schoolcraft was made by Dr. Solon J. Buck, and
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the speech of dedication was given by Dr. James K. Hosmer.
The tablet, which will be placed later in Itasca State Park, bears
the following inscription: * Itasca Lake, source of the Missis-
sippi River, discovered by Henry R. Schoolcraft from the summit
of this hill, July 13, 1832. This tablet is placed by the Society
of Colonial Dames of America in the State of Minnesota, 1924. ”

In the Community Bookshelf for October, a publication of the
Minneapolis Public Library, there is a section entitled “ Tales
of the Trails.” It is explained that under this heading will be
presented, from time to time, “glimpses of Minnesota history
which the tourist finds of interest.” The first installment
describes an imaginary tour of the Mississippi from Lake Itasca
to the Twin Cities, with explanations of place names and brief
‘historical sketches. The second installment, in the November-
December number, tells about Minneapolis, St. Anthony Falls,
St. Paul, Red Wing, Frontenac, Wabasha, Winona, and Lake
Pepin, including explanations of names and brief résumés of
Indian legends.

A Calendar of Minnesota Government, 1925, compiled by
Esther Crandall, has been issued as number 4 of the Publications
of the bureau for research in government of the University of
Minnesota (62 p.). In the Calendar one page is devoted to each
week of the year and scheduled events connected with local
county and state government are announced. Many anniver-
saries and other items of historical interest are fncluded. The
pamphlet is in fact a political and historical calendar and should
serve many useful purposes.

An illustrated lecture entitled “ Pictures of Minnesota before
the Days of Photography ” was given by Mr. E. C. Gale of
Minneapolis at the Minnesota Institute of Arts on November 23.

An attractive little booklet, entitled The Treaty of Traverse
des Sioux with the Sioux Indians on the Minnesota River, July
23, 1851 (1924. 20 p.), which has been issued by the Hubbard
Milling Company of Mankato, contains a compact and fairly
accurate account of the treaty. Its chief value, however, lies in
a series of interesting marginal drawings of such subjects as
Indians, early explorers, river scenes, trading posts, wigwams,
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buffalo, covered wagons, and prominent individuals who were
connected with the making of the treaty. The frontispiece is a
reproduction in colors of F. D. Millet’s painting of the signing
of the treaty.

A bronze tablet commemorating the discovery of the Falls
of St. Anthony by Father Hennepin was presented to the city of
Minneapolis by the Minnesota chapter of the Daughters of
American Colonists on October 4. The ceremonies at the unveil-
ing of the tablet, which is located at the east end of the Tenth
Avenue Bridge, included an address by Dr: William W. Folwell
on the “train of events which brought Father Hennepin to this
point on the Mississippi river. ”

In a series of twenty-one articles which appear in the daily
issues of the Minneapolis Journal from September 23 to October
13, 2 “ veteran of Minnesota politics ” presents rambling reminis-
cences of some of the major political happenings in the state
during the past forty years. The series as a whole seems to have
been written as an argument against the primary election and in
favor of the old convention system. In developing his theme,
however, the author sketches, from a partisan Republican view-
point, interesting pictures of such events as the presidential
preference primary of 1916 (October 4), the Democratic state
convention at Duluth in 1904 (October 7), and the Hammond-
Lee campaign of 1914 (October 10).

Students and alumni of St. Olaf College joined at Northfield
on November 6 in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of the college. A feature of the program was a review
of the history of the college presented by the Reverend Olaf
Lysnes of Clinton, Wisconsin.

The dedication of the new library of the University of Min-
nesota is fully reported in the Minnesota Alumni Weekly for
October 30. The building itself is described in an article by
Clarence H. Johnston, its architect; Frank. K. Walter, the uni-
versity librarian, discusses “ The Library as an Administrative
Unit ”; and there is an interesting article entitled “ Early Begin-
nings — A History,” in which special attention is given to the
influence of Dr. William W. Folwell, the university’s first
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president and first librarian, upon the history of the university
library.

A sketch and a portrait of the Reverend Thomas L. Riggs of
Ree Heights, South Dakota, who was born at Lac qui Parle in
1847, and who, like his father, the Reverend Stephen R. Riggs,
spent most of his life as a missionary among the Sioux, are
published in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for November 30.

A sketch of the Reverend Ezekial G. Gear, who came to
Minnesota in the late thirties to serve as chaplain at Fort Snel-
ling, is published in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for October 26.
“The sketch is occasioned by the presentation of a relic of his
service, a gold cross, to the woman’s auxiliary of the Episcopal
church of Minnesota.

A celebration in honor of “ Minnesota’s great dairy pioneer, ”
Professor Theophilus L. Haecker, was held at the University
Farm on January 1, when the new dairy building was named for
him — Haecker Hall.

In the Minneapolis Journal for October 12, the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the return of the Thirteenth Minnesota Volunteer
Infantry after the Spanish-American War, incidents connected
with that home-coming are recalled. A number of pictures of
the arrival of troops in Minneapolis appear with the article.

The 1924 Annual Review of the Minnesota Veterans of For-
eign Wars (88 p.) contains, in addition to a brief history of the
national organization, a * History of the Department of Minne-
sota, V. F. W.,” by T. M. Thomson, and numerous sketches of
posts and individuals.

A state-wide campaign to raise funds for a memorial to
Senator Knute Nelson on the grounds of the state Capitol in
St. Paul was launched in November.

Locar History ITEMS

The sixtieth anniversary celebration of Trinity Lutheran
Church of Red Wing took place on October 18 and 19. A
brief history of the church is published in the Red Wing Daily
Republican for October zo.
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How Austin became the county seat of Mower County through
the theft from Frankford, a rival town, of a tin box containing
the county records, is related in an illustrated feature article in
the St. Paul Pioneer Press for November 9. The progress of
Austin since that event, the completion of its new bridge across
the Red Cedar River, and the erection recently of a number of
imposing structures in the town were celebrated on Armistice
Day.

An account of the pioneer experiences of Mr. and Mrs. John
H. Low, among the earliest settlers in Murray County, is pub-
lished in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for November 30.

On October 15 a memorial chapel, a replica of the old Traverse
des Sioux Presbyterian Church, which was erected in the early
fifties, was dedicated at the Traverse des Sioux cemetery. The
activities of early missionaries in this region, notably of the
Reverend Thomas S. Williamson, were recalled in the dedication
sermon by the Reverend Maurice D. Edwards of St. Paul, a
portion of whose address is printed in the St. Pawl Pioneer Press
for October 19.

In few ways is the development of Minnesota more clearly
reflected than in the story of its press —a story to which another
chapter has been added recently in a “ Fortieth Anniversary
Number ”’ of the St. Peter Herald, issued on October 17. This
paper is among the most interesting in the state, for from 1886
to 1904 it was edited by John A. Johnson, who later won fame
as governor. A valuable outline of the history of the newspaper,
illustrated with a reproduction of the first issue and with por-
traits of its editors and publishers, occupies a conspicuous place
in this issue. An account, by Conrad Peterson, of the growth
of Gustavus Adolphus College, which has been located in St.
Peter for fifty years, and sketches of local business concerns and
manufactures are included. The subject matter is by no means
limited to St. Peter, for the issue contains brief histories of
neighboring villages, such as Norseland, Eureka, Klossner, and
Lafayette; and much attention is given to the development of
Nicollet County’s “ biggest industry ” — dairying.
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Among the papers presented at a meeting of the St. Louis
County Historical Society at Duluth on December 15 was one
on “ Early History of Head of the Lakes,” by John A. Bardon.
The president of the society, Mr. William E. Culkin, announces
in his second annual report that the membership is now 120 and
indicates that many valuable historical documents were acquired
during the year. In accordance with provisions in the constitu-
tion of the society, a copy of this report has been transmitted to
the Minnesota Historical Society.

At the dedication of Merritt Memorial Park in Duluth on
October 26 a bronze tablet was set up to mark the spot where
the first church in “ Oneota ” — now a part of Duluth — stood.

A number of interesting historical papers relating to Stevens
County, which were first presented before the Students’ Club of
Morris and have now been published in the Morris Tribune,
afford a good example of the possibilities for local historical
research which are open to women’s clubs and other organiza-
tions throughout the state. In the Tribune for November 21 is
a paper by Mrs. F. A. Hancock dealing with the scenes of
Edward Eggleston’s story, “ The Gunpowder Plot,” which are
laid in Stevens County on the banks of the Pomme de Terre
River. In the issue for December 26 a valuable account of “ The
First Newspaper of Stevens County” is presented by Mrs.
Hancock. The paper in question is entitled Fromtier Business,
and several articles from the first issue in 1876 are reprinted.
An excellent account of the Nelson-Kindred Congressional con-
test of 1882, with special attention to its Stevens County aspects,
by Mrs. C. G. Dickey, appears in the Tribune for November 28
and December 5.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the First Presbyterian Church
of Stillwater, which was established in 1849 by the missionary,
William T. Boutwell, was celebrated on December 7, 8, and o.
An illustrated history of the church appears with an announce-
ment of the program for the celebration in the Stillwater Daily
Gazette for December 5.
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An old settlers’ picnic and home-coming celebration was held
at Bloomington on October 7.

The fiftieth anniversary of the Farmers and Mechanics Savings
Bank of Minneapolis was marked by the issuance of a small
pamphlet which contains historical material on the development
of the bank from 1874 to 1924, including a facsimile of the
articles of incorporation.

The opening of the Minneapolis Public Library thirty-five
years ago is recalled in an interesting article in the Minneapolis
Journal for December 14. Special attention is given to the career
of Miss Gratia Countryman, the present librarian, who has been
connected with the library continuously since its opening.

On October 2o the congregation of the Bethlehem Presbyterian
Church of Minneapolis celebrated the fortieth anniversary of its
founding. A brief history of the church and a sketch of the
Reverend Stanley B. Roberts, who has been its pastor for
twenty-five years, appear in the Minneapolis Tribune for October
5. Another Minneapolis church, the Swedish Tabernacle, cele-
brated its fiftieth anniversary with elaborate programs presented
throughout the week of October 12.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the First Presbyterian Church
of St. Paul, which was organized in 1849 by the Reverend
Edward D. Neill, was celebrated on November 30 at the House
of Hope Church, with which the earlier congregation was united
in 1914. Other St. Paul churches which have observed anniver-
saries recently are the First Baptist Church, which celebrated its
seventy-fifth anniversary during the week of October 5; and the
First Swedish Lutheran Church, which held special services in
commemoration of its seventieth anniversary on October 12
and 13.
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