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presented by Miss Abby Abbe Fuller of St. Paul. Other pictures 
recently added to the society's collection include an oil painting 
by Captain James McGrew depicting the attack on Fort Ridgely 
in 1862 as he saw it, presented by his widow, Mrs. McGrew of 
Winnipeg, together with framed crayon portraits of Captain 
McGrew and herself; pastel portraits of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Mitsch, St. Paul pioneer residents, given by Mr. Frank Maron of 
St. Paul, their son-in-law; framed steel engravings of Henry H. 
Sibley, John Mattocks, and Allen Manvel, and a photograph 
taken in 1901 of some of the survivors of the First Minnesota 
Volunteer Infantry, from Mrs. Egil Boeckmann of St. Paul; and 
a small print of Archbishop Ireland, from Miss Mary Theno of 
St. Paul. 

Recent additions to the " domestic life " collection of the soci­
ety's museum include a curious handmade combination seat and 
bed and a wooden cradle, from Mr. C. Elgsten of Thief River 
Falls; a butternut wood secretary used by a pioneer teacher at 
Hutchinson, from his daughter, Mrs. J. A. Vye of Sandstone; a 
small walnut wall bracket, from Mrs. George E. Tuttle of Min­
neapolis ; a beautiful black and white bedspread, made about 1812, 
from Mrs. Merton A. Morse of St. Paul; a hair wreath, from 
Mrs. Mary McGrew of Winnipeg; two plates with salt glaze 
finish, a leaf-shaped pickle dish, and a hand-woven linen towel, 
from Mrs. Clara C. Ingalls of St. Paul; and a doll dressed in 
the elaborate pantalet style of 1840, from Mr. Stanley Twitchell 
of St. Paul. 

Among recent interesting additions to the military collection in 
the museum are a Revolutionary sword received from Mr. Fred 
J. Zecher of St. Paul; a homemade flag said to have been carried 
by a company of Confederate troops during the Civil War, given 
by Mrs. E. R. Brown of Duluth; an "Ashmore" rifle and a 
bullet mould of about 1844, from Mr. William S. Craig of Min­
neapolis; and an army chest used by Major William M. Kimball 
during the Sioux War, presented by Mrs. E. J. Kimball of Min­
neapolis. 

A large beaded knife sheath attached to a leather belt has been 
received from Mrs. Egil Boeckmann of St. Paul; and Mrs. E. 



402 HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES DEC 

R. Brown of Duluth has presented a pipe of red pipestone, a 
beaded bullet pouch, and a tobacco pouch, which are said to have 
belonged originally to the Sioux chief. Sitting Bull. 

A fine candlestick, a pair of snuffers, and a mortar and pestle, 
all of brass, are the gifts of Miss Addie Roth of Detroit, Michi­
gan. They were brought to America from Norway about 1840. 
Two other Norwegian objects, a finely carved wooden box and 
a pair of wedding spoons connected by a hand-carved wooden 
chain, have been received from Miss Annie Carpenter of St. 
Paul. 



NEWS AND COMMENT 

That " the West is changing — changing in racial type, in 
intellectual interest, in outiook, in religion, and in moral stand­
ards " is the thesis of an article entitied " The Changing West," 
by Laurence M. Larson, in the Journal of the Illinois State 
Historical Society for January, 1925. " The West that was is 
passing into history; the new West is still in the future." The 
westward movement, the author asserts, was American, demo­
cratic, and Protestant. Particular attention is devoted to the 
significance of the immigrant element in the West; indeed, the 
most significant fact in the progress of American settlement " is 
the appearance of certain great alien groups, especially after 
the year 1850." After analyzing the population of 1920 Mr. 
Larson declares that " the future race in America will not be 
English or even British, but European." He suggests that per­
haps " various regions will develop separate and various types." 
The future race of the West, he believes, will be fundamentally 
Germanic. 

A Handbook of County Records Deposited with the North 
Carolina Historical Com-missiort, prepared by D. L. Corbitt and 
issued as BuUetin number 32 of the commission's Publications, 
indicates that a very considerable quantity of noncurrent local 
archival material has been secured by the commission since it 
began to collect such records in 1916. It is to be hoped that 
Minnesota may soon begin to concentrate its noncurrent county 
records, for delay involves serious dangers. Of the North Caro­
lina archives Mr. R. B. House writes in a prefatory note to the 
handbook, "Fire, water, vermin, thieves — in fact all the enemies 
of archives have preyed on these county records, and there are 
consequently many and serious gaps in them.'' 

Dr. Henry A. Bellows' article entitled " A Short History of 
Flour Milling," originally published in the Northwestern Miller 
(see ante, 5: 365), has been reprinted, with additions, under the 
same title (Minneapolis, 1924. 47 p.). 
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An interesting account of " The Great Council of 1825 " at 
Prairie du Chien — the council at which the Sioux-Chippewa 
boundary line was agreed upon — is contributed by Bruce E. 
Mahan to the Palimpsest for September. 

The Upper Missouri Historical Expedition is featured in the 
August number of the Western Magazine. Under the title 
" Perpetuating Historic Events" an interesting account of the 
expedition is presented by Edmond L. DeLestry, the editor, and 
this is followed by an unsigned article on La Verendrye, and 
an informing study of " The Lewis and Clark Expedition " by 
Willoughby M. Babcock. 

An interesting paper on " Early Mineral Explorations in the 
Mississippi Valley (1540-1840)," by Willard R. Jillson, is pub­
lished in the Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society 
for 1924. 

The sites of three pioneer strongholds established for the pro­
tection of the settlers against the Indians in the neighborhood of 
Fairmont — Fort Williams, Fort Britt, and Fort Fairmont — 
are located, and their present appearance is described in the 
Martin County Independent of Fairmont for August 25. Ac­
cording to this account markers will be erected on the sites in 
the near future by the Martin County chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. 

The Emigrants, by Johan Bojer (New York, 1925. 351 p.), 
is a realistic novel the central theme of which is the emigration 
of a group of Norwegian countrymen not long after the Civil 
War. The author gives first a vivid picture of the conditions in 
Norway which led to the emigration. The scene then shifts to 
the Red River Valley, and the story of the pioneer farmer, from 
the first furrow down to the winning of prosperity, is told with 
directness and power. The book is an epic of the transforma­
tion of the prairie from bleak wilderness to blooming civiliza­
tion. If the author is not as thoroughly familiar with the 
American West as he is with the old-country background of his 
tale, he nevertheless possesses an astonishing knowledge of the 
conditions of frontier life. 
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An open letter to the people of Norway written on January 6, 
1845, by a group of Norwegian immigrants in the Wisconsin 
Muskego settlement and originally published in the Christiania 
Morgenbladet for April i, 1845, appears in an English transla­
tion in the American-Scandinavian Review for October. It has 
been translated and edited by Mr. Sigurd B. Hustvedt, who 
gives it the title " An American Manifesto by Norwegian Immi­
grants." The letter is a vigorous defense of America; it pre­
sents a justification of the emigration of the signers; and it was 
intended as an answer to those Norwegian writers who took the 
view that no advantage had been gained by the emigrants. 

Under the title " A Mission Journey Among the Norwegians 
in America, 1849-1852," Mr. Gunnar J. Malmin presents, in the 
Lutheran Church Herald of September 22, a well-written 
account of the travels of Hans T. Steene, a Norwegian lay 
preacher who visited several of the Norwegian immigrant set­
tlements in the United States in the three years indicated. The 
account is based mainly upon Steene's book, a copy of which 
was recently secured for the library of the Minnesota Historical 
Society. 

An interesting work on the history of the Swedes in America 
is being brought out in Stockholm under the editorship of Karl 
Hildebrand and Axel Fredenholm, with the cooperation of many 
scholars in Sweden and in the United States, under the general 
title Svenskarna i Amerika; popular historisk skildring i ord 
och bild asv svenskarnas liv och underbara oden i Forenta Stat-
erna och Canada. It is being published in parts; five have already 
appeared, and fifteen more are promised; the pagination is con­
tinuous, and part 5 reaches page 168. In the first two sections 
a popular and an exceedingly interesting account is given of the 
Swedish historical background and of general geographic, eco­
nomic, and social conditions in Sweden. The next two parts 
deal with the Vikings and with New Sweden, and in part 5 
there are brief accounts of John Hansen, who in 1781 became 
president of the Continental Congress, Peter Kalm, Adolf Ulrik 
Wertmiiller, and other distinguished eighteenth-century figures. 
Several of these sketches are from the pen of Professor Aman-
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dus Johnson. That a work of this sort is appearing in one of 
the countries of the Old World is an evidence of the growing 
world interest in the history of emigration. 

A valuable study of the " Origin of Wisconsin's Free School 
System," by Joseph Schafer, appears in the Wisconsin Maga­
sine of History for September. 

An account of settlement in Iowa, published in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press for August 23, points out the relations of the 
Iowa communities with some of the settlements farther north 
in Minnesota and brings out the interesting fact that Blue Earth 
County pioneers hauled grain to be ground at a mill which was 
built at Elkader, Iowa, in 1846. The author erroneously speaks 
of Henry H. Sibley as the first governor of Minnesota Territory. 
Sibley was the first governor of the state, but Alexander Ramsey 
was the first governor of the territory. 

The general thesis of an article entitled " Rainfall and the 
Populist Party in Nebraska," by John D. Barnhart, published in 
the American Political Science Review for August, is summed 
up in the line, " There would have been an Independent Party in 
Nebraska in 1890 regardless of rainfall, but the results of the 
election of 1890 were due, not merely to bad economic, political 
and social conditions, but to these conditions made worse by the 
drouth." The author believes that the " close coincidence [in 
geographic distribution] between the lack of rainfall and the 
Independent vote makes it impossible to dismiss the relationship 
as a mere coincidence." 

A scholarly and well-written article on " The Farmers' Alh­
ance in North Carolina " by John D. Hicks is published in the 
North Carolina Historical Review for April. 

A movement is under way to have Isle Royal made a federal 
park. The preservation of the forests of the island, the main­
tenance of the island in its pristine beauty, and the interest of its 
historical backgrounds are factors which should secure very gen­
eral and hearty support for this project. 
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GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS 

A valuable Guidebook to Minnesota Trunk Highway No. i, 
by G. M. Schwartz, has been issued by the University of Minne­
sota as number 20 of the Bulletins of the Minnesota Geological 
Survey (Minneapohs, 1925. 128 p.). The work consists chiefly 
of descriptions of the geologic features of the highway which 
runs from the Iowa line south of Albert Lea to the Twin Cities, 
thence to Duluth, and thence along the north shore of Lake 
Superior to Pigeon River. There are thirteen detailed route 
maps and many illustrations. Some attention is paid to historical 
backgrounds, but in most cases this does not go beyond brief 
explanations of place names. A series of guidebooks for the 
state's trunk highways would be extremely useful in view of the 
increasingly large Minnesota tourist traffic. Such works, to be 
of the greatest service, must necessarily be adapted to popular 
use, however. It is possible that Mr. Schwartz's account, schol­
arly and informing though it is, is not sufficiently simplified to 
meet the needs of the average tourist. 

August 30 was " Minnesota State Sunday " at Valley Forge 
and was celebrated with a special religious service under the 
auspices of the Minnesota Daughters of the American Revolu­
tion. 

Five Minnesota villages, Blackduck, Elk River, Litchfield, 
Wells, and Windom, are among the 177 studied in A Census 
Analysis of American Villages, by C. Luther Fry (New York, 
1925. 165 p.). The study, which is based on census data for 
1920, deals with population trends, nativity, age and sex distri­
bution, marital condition, school attendance, home ownership, 
and occupation, and discloses among other things that the villages 
rank higher in home ownership and school attendance than do the 
cities. It is one of the American Village Studies of the Institute 
of Social and Religious Research. 

The memory of Joseph R. Brown was honored on August 23, 
when Henderson, the town which he founded in 1852, celebrated 
its seventy-third anniversary. Among the speakers who eulo­
gized Major Brown were Govemor Christianson and Mr. Leon-
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ard D. Fackler of St. Paul. An exhibit of pioneer objects was 
a feature of the celebration. 

The recent appointment of four St. Paul lawyers to important 
positions in the national government is the occasion for the pub­
lication of a summary of the similar services of Minnesotans in 
the past in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 28. Among those 
whose careers are outlined are John W. Riddle, Stanford Newel, 
William G. Le Due, William'/Windom, Cushman K. Davis, 
Soren F. Listoe, and Thomas Daniels. 

A pageant depicting the founding and early history of Ham­
line University was presented at Red Wing on September 25 in 
connection with the seventy-first annual meeting of the Minne­
sota conference of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

It has been announced that a history of the Presbyterian 
churches, pastors, schools, and missions of Minnesota is being 
prepared by the Reverend Maurice D. Edwards of St. Paul. 

A Hero of Minnesota, Joseph Alexander Gilfillan,. Archdeacon, 
Twenty-five Years Missionary to the Ojibway Indians in North­
ern Minnesota is the title of a pamphlet issued in January, 1920, 
by the Church Missions Publishing Company of Hartford, Con­
necticut, as number 118 in its Soldier and Servant Series (19 
p.). The material for the account was supplied by Mrs. Gilfil­
lan, according to a prefatory note by A. T. Gesner. 

An article reminiscent of the palmy days of steamboating and 
lumbering on the St. Croix appears in the St. Paul Daily News 
for August 2. It is based upon the recollections of Governor 
Samuel R. Van Sant, who recendy revisited the scene of his 
early steamboating activities at Stillwater. 

Henry PI. Sibley as a fur-trader and Mendota as the center 
of his activities are recalled by Mr. Dana Felix of Prior Lake, 
whose father was employed by Sibley, in a brief article in the 
Minneapolis Tribune for August 2. 

An important group of traders' ledgers and a file of corre­
spondence of Alexis Bailly, owned by Mr. C. C. Hirschy of 
Wabasha and recently exhibited at the Northwestern National 
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Bank of Minneapolis, are described in the Minneapolis Tribune 
for July 26 and the Minneapolis Journal for July 31. The ledg­
ers record the transactions of Bailly and Louis ProvenQalle with 
the natives, and reveal the kinds of commodities used in the trade, 
together with their values in muskrat skins. A facsimile of a 
page of a ledger and one of a letter written to Bailly by Colonel 
Josiah Snelling in 1826 appear with the account in the Tribune. 

" How the Minnesota State Grain Weighing and Inspection 
Departments Have Functioned for Forty Years " is the title of 
an interesting paper by P. P. Quist, state weighmaster for a 
quarter century, published in the Co-operative Manager and 
Farmer (Minneapolis) for August. 

The story of the battle of the Sioux and the Chippewa at 
Shakopee on May 27, 1858, as recalled by an eyewitness, Mrs. 
Paul Henline of Mankato, is printed in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press for August 16. 

A moniunent has been erected by the state at Lake Shetek in 
memory of the settlers who were massacred at that place in the 
Sioux Outbreak of 1862. The dedication ceremonies took place 
on August 3, with Governor Christianson as the principal speaker. 
Among those attending the ceremonies was Mr. John Eastlick, 
who, as an infant, was rescued from the Indians by a brother. 

As usual the annual anniversary of the opening of the Sioux 
Outbreak was a signal for the publication of pioneers' recollec­
tions of the massacre. The story of the experiences of Mrs. 
Robert Thul of Shakopee during the outbreak appears in the 
Minneapolis Journal for August 16, and William T. Kerr of 
Minneapolis gives an account of the war as related by his parents 
in the Minneapolis Tribune for August 23. The sixty-third 
anniversary of the siege of Fort Ridgely was commemorated on 
August 20, when the Fort Ridgely State Park and the Sioux 
Historic Trail associations held meetings at the park. 

Veterans joined present members of the Third United States 
Infantry, stationed at Fort Snelling, in observing a regimental 
organization day on September 21. The program included the 
presentation of a history of the regiment by Lieutenant Colonel 
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F. M. Norton and the reading of historical sketches of the vari­
ous companies by their officers. 

Minnesota's part in the Spanish-American War was recalled 
on August 13 when members of the Thirteenth Minnesota Vol­
unteer Infantry held their annual reunion at Red Wing. 

That Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin made his first balloon 
flight and conceived the idea for his giant dirigibles while at 
Fort Snelling during the Civil War is asserted in an article in 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press for August 31. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The Blue Earth County Old Settlers' Association held its 
annual meeting at Sibley State Park on August 13. An account 
of the settlement and early history of Mankato, written by 
George H. Marsh for the first meeting of the association in 1870, 
was read by Mr. W. H. Pay. The paper is printed in the Man­
kato Daily Free Press for August 14. 

The natural beauty and historical background of the Sleepy 
Eye region of Minnesota inspired a recently issued book of 
poems entitled Come See! and Other Legends by LeRoy G. 
Davis (Sleepy Eye, 1924. 94 p.) . At the end of the volume is a 
valuable brief historical sketch of the region and there is also a 
series of notes explaining some of the historical allusions in the 
poems. Apropos of the poem " Pictured Rocks" the author 
states that the rocks in question are some twenty-eight or thirty 
miles southwest of Sleepy Eye, where there is a ridge of bare 
rock, upon the " smooth upturned face" of which " are cut 
pictures of animals, turtles and other figures referred to in the 
poem.'' A picture of some of these figures is among the many 
excellent illustrations in the book. 

The feature of a home-coming celebration at Windom on 
August 4 and 5 was a pageant depicting scenes in the history of 
Cottonwood County. 

The history of the region around Lake Minnetonka and Min­
nehaha Creek — of its exploration, of steamboating on the lake, 
and of the villages of St. Albans and Minnetonka Mills, which 
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grew into prosperous communities only to dwindle to insignifi­
cance— is reviewed in a feature article in the Minneapolis 
Journal for June 28. 

The celebration of the seventieth anniversary of the Church 
of St. Vincent de Paul at Osseo on August 30 was witnessed 
by some of the pioneers who attended services in the log cabin 
which served as the first Catholic church of the community. Ac­
counts of the celebration in this little French-Canadian settle­
ment, which was the home of Pierre Bottineau, the famous guide, 
appear in the Minneapolis Journal for August 26 and 31. 

A study entitled The Minneapolis City Charter 1856-1^25, 
by Jessie M. Marcley, has been brought out by the bureau for 
research in government of the University of Minnesota as 
number 5 in its series of Publications (1925. 133 p.). The 
work contains eleven chapters of which the first seven are pri­
marily historical in character. Particularly valuable is chapter 
I, which deals with municipal history in the period from 1855 
to 1872 with special reference to the charters of St. Anthony and 
Minneapolis. 

The Blaisdell district of Minneapolis a quarter of a century 
ago is pictured in the Minneapolis Tribune for August 16 by 
the Reverend Stanley B. Roberts, who has served as pastor of 
the Bethlehem Presbyterian Church for twenty-six years. 

An illustrated pamphlet entitled First Fifty Years 18^5-^925, 
First Baptist Church, Willmar, Minnesota (Willmar, 1925. 30 
p.) is of special value for the history of the Swedish Baptists in 
Minnesota. 

On September 20 members of the Trinity Evangelical Luth­
eran Church of St. Paul attended special services in commemo­
ration of the seventieth anniversary of the founding of their 
church in 1855 by the Reverend F. W. Wier. 

"The J. N. Nicollet Expedition of 1838 Rested Here Three 
Days " reads a part of the inscription on a bronze tablet, bearing 
the names of Nicollet and his companions, which was erected 
near Pipestone by Catlinite chapter. Daughters of the American 
Revolution, and was dedicated on September 20. The tablet is 
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fastened to a huge boulder on which Nicollet and the members of 
his party carved their initials when they visited the pipestone 
quarries. 

The growth of St. Paul is graphically illustrated on the cover 
of a section of the St. Paul Daily News for August 30 by repro­
ductions of photographs of the city in 1859 and in 1925. The 
sections contain a number of historical sketches, including an 
account of the development of the News since its first issue 
appeared on March i, 1900; the story of the origin and growth 
of the St. Paul Association of Public and Business Affairs; an 
outline of changes in the Ramsey County District Court; some 
reminiscences of St. Paul twenty-five years ago by Lawrence C. 
Hodgson; and a valuable history of the St. Paul school system, 
with statistics on the number of pupils, teachers, and buildings. 

The story of the county seat of Renville County, which was 
originally established at Beaver Falls and was removed to Olivia 
in 1899, is reviewed in an article dealing with the decline of the 
former town in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for September 13. 

At the third annual summer convention of the St. Louis 
County Historical Society, held in Eveleth on August 28, ad­
dresses and papers were given on " Early Homesteading in the 
Eveleth Country," by Mrs. Mary Lyon Burns; " Pioneer Mining 
at Eveleth and Vicinity," by John H. Hearding; "Eveleth 
Chronology," by George A. Perham; " Early Railroading on the 
Ranges," by William H. McGonagle; " Eveleth's Part in the 
Great War," by Arthur I. Naslund; "History of Banking at, 
Eveleth," by Roy M. Cornwall; and "History of the Eveleth 
Press," by Harry Rabwin. The president of the society, Mr. 
William E. Culkin, presented " Some Notes from the Archives 
of the Society on Mineral Discoveries in the Lake Superior 
Country." 

An account of the history of the "Three-Spot," the "first 
locomotive that traveled through the primeval wilderness between 
Lake Superior and the Vermillion range," appears in the Minnea­
polis Tribune for July 12. The old wood-burning locomotive, 
which was first used in 1883, ran from Two Harbors to Duluth 
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on July 20 as part of the ceremony connected with the opening 
of the Exposition of Progress in the latter city. 

The story of exploration and discovery in the region around 
Duluth and of the growth of the city is briefly outlined in the 
Duluth Herald for August 3. 

The Reverend Samuel W. Pond and Thomas A. Holmes, the 
founder of Shakopee, were characters of local prominence whose 
activities were recalled in the Scott County pageant at that vil­
lage on August I and 2. Pioneer objects were displayed in the 
shop windows of the village during the pageant. 

In a natural amphitheater on the shore of Lake Pepin an his­
torical pageant was given at Lake City on July 24 and 25. A 
committee from the Minnesota Historical Society consisting of 
Mr. Willoughby M. Babcock, Miss Grace L. Nute, and Mrs. 
Theodore C. Blegen, selected a " queen of queens" for the 
pageant from a group of representatives of towns in the region. 
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