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LANDMARKSL a n d M a r k s

United States  
Post Office,  
Red Wing

	 Many towns are worried		
	 	 about	losing	their	post	offices,	
but	Red	Wing’s	seems	to	be	secure.	
For	more	than	a	century,	its	citizens		
have	shipped	packages,	bought	
stamps,	and	schmoozed	with	friends	
and	strangers	in	a	stately	structure	
on	a	wedge-shaped	civic	mall	that	
starts	at	the	Mississippi	River	and	
runs	for	seven	blocks	up	the	bluff.	
Postmaster	Libby	Gulden	doesn’t	
foresee	any	threats	because	the	
building	neatly	fits	the	postal	needs	
of	this	river	town.		

Postal	service	came	to	Red	Wing	
in	1851	and	operated	for	decades	out	
of	rented	storefronts.	In	1906	Con-
gress	appropriated	money	for	the	
present	building,	Red	Wing’s	first	
freestanding	post	office.	Many	archi-
tects	in	that	era	were	swept	up	by	the	
classical	revival	that	Daniel	Burnham	
sparked	with	his	“White	City”	at	the	
1893	Chicago	world’s	fair.	Follow-
ing	this	trend,	Washington	gave	Red	
Wing	a	Renaissance	Revival	build-
ing,	one	approach	to	neoclassical	
architecture.	Perhaps	it	was	a	stretch	
to	model	a	midwestern	post	office	
after	a	fifteenth-century	Florentine	
palazzo,	but	it	was	a	good	choice.	
Into	its	second	century,	the	building	
wears	its	age	well.	Its	elegant	form	
continues	to	embody	a	dignified	
public	place,	just	as	it	did	when	it	

Red Wing’s Renaissance Revival post office, 1910 (MHS COLLECTIONS)

opened	in	1910	and	this	photograph	
was	taken.		

The	building’s	charm	is	enhanced	
by	the	other	public	buildings	and	
churches	that	join	it	on	the	mall,		
a	historic	district	listed	on	the		
National	Register	of	Historic	Places.	
Red	Wing’s	civic	mall	was	a	response	
to	the	City	Beautiful	movement,	
another	of	Burnham’s	ideas.	The	
post	office	faces	a	small,	classically	
designed	park.	Across	the	mall	is	the	
Sheldon	Theater	(1904),	another	
Renaissance	Revival	building,	two	
Gothic	Revival	churches,	Central	
Park	with	its	band	shell,	and	so	on		
up	the	hill.	

A	rear	addition	was	built	in	1929,	
but	the	primary	façades	of	the	post	
office	are	unchanged	except	for	a	
wheelchair	ramp,	which	begins	its	

descent	to	the	left	of	the	staircase,	
leaving	the	original	entrance	in-
tact.	Entering	the	lobby,	citizens	
see	what	their	great-grandparents	
did,	including	20-foot	ceilings,	terra	
cotta	details,	and	ornate	brass	mail	
boxes.	If	we	as	a	nation	decide	to	
save	the	postal	service,	their	great-
grandchildren	may	be	lucky	enough	
to	share	this	same	experience.

—Greg Gaut and Marsha Neff  

Greg Gaut and Marsha Neff live and work 
in Winona. Their Minnesota	History article 
on the struggle to save the Winona County 
Courthouse (Winter 2005–06) won the 
2008 David Stanley Gebhard Award for best 
article on Minnesota’s built environment.
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