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About the cover . . .
Gertrude Lippincott performs A Full Moon in March, a somber dance based on the play of the same name by William 
Butler Yeats. In Yeats’s retelling of the Salome story, a queen is serenaded by a swineherd. When he offends her,  
she has him put to death. In Lippincott’s performance, the Lady laments this loss, gazing at a mask meant to repre-
sent the man’s severed head. This undated photo by Louis Mélançon displays the athleticism of Lippincott’s modern 
dance, as well as the care with which she designed her costumes, this one made of stretch knit, with corded arm 
holes, skirt hem, and crown. For more on Lippincott’s costuming genius—and to see this dress in its gorgeous yellow 
hue—turn to the article on page 26.

Vibrant Accompaniment

Countless artists with Indian roots call Minnesota 
home. Among them is Nirmala Rajasekar, a world-

class veena player who specializes in Carnatic music— 
the classical music of South India.

This story is one of many told in Beyond Bollywood:  
Indian Americans Shape the Nation, exhibited at the Min-
nesota History Center from April 30 to July 10, 2016. The 

exhibit, developed by the Smithsonian’s Asian Pacific 
American Center and the Smithsonian Institution Travel-
ing Exhibition Service, is augmented with artifacts, oral 
histories, and personal reflections assembled by the Min-
nesota Historical Society in collaboration with members of 
Minnesota’s Indian American community.

Nirmala Rajasekar playing the veena, a plucked stringed instrument whose origins date to ancient India

EJ
AZ

 S
AI

FU
LL

AH
, A

RT
 D

IR
EC

TO
R,

 G
EE

TM
AL

A 
TV



 
 
 

 
 
Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society, and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or users or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission:  contact us. 
 
Individuals may print or download articles for personal use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 
Include the author’s name and article title in the body of your message. But 
first-- 
 
If you think you may need permission, here are some guidelines: 
 
Students and researchers 

• You do not need permission to quote or paraphrase portions of an 
article, as long as your work falls within the fair use provision of 
copyright law. Using information from an article to develop an 
argument is fair use. Quoting brief pieces of text in an unpublished 
paper or thesis is fair use. Even quoting in a work to be published 
can be fair use, depending on the amount quoted. Read about fair 
use here: http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html 

• You should, however, always credit the article as a source for your 
work. 

 
Teachers 

• You do not need permission to incorporate parts of an article into 
a lesson. 

• You do need permission to assign an article, either by 
downloading multiple copies or by sending students to the online 
pdf. There is a small per-copy use fee for assigned reading. 
Contact us for more information. 
 

About Illustrations 
• Minnesota History credits the sources for illustrations at the end 

of each article. Minnesota History itself does not hold copyright 
on images and therefore cannot grant permission to reproduce 
them. 

• For information on using illustrations owned by the Minnesota 
Historical Society, see MHS Library FAQ.  
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