
Minnesota History is published quarterly and copy-
right 2016 by the Min nesota Historical Society,  
345 Kellogg Blvd. West, St. Paul, MN 55102-1906; 
www.mnhs.org. Membership in the Society includes a 
subscription to Minnesota History. Basic individual 
memberships are $50.00; for more information, 
write the Membership Office at the address above or 
at membership@mnhs.org or call 651-259-3131. Sub-
scrip tions to Minnesota History are $20.00 per year. 
Back issues are $5.00 each plus tax and $2.75 post-
age; add 50¢ for each additional copy; call 651-259-
3202 or 1-800-647-7827. Magazine text is available in 
alternative format from the editor.

Minnesota History welcomes the submission of arti-
cles and edited documents dealing with the social, 
economic, political, intellectual, and cultural history 
of the state and the surrounding region.

The Society assumes no responsibility for state-
ments made by contributors.

The Code below indicates that copying beyond that 
permitted by Section 107 or 108 of the U.S. Copyright 
Laws requires the copier to pay the stated per copy 
fee through the Copyright Clearance Center, Danvers, 
MA, 978-750-8400 or www.copyright.com. This con-
sent does not extend to other kinds of copying, such 
as copying for general distribution, for advertising or 
promotional purposes, for creating new collective 
works, or for resale. 

ISSN 0026-5497-16/0015-$0+$1.00.

Periodicals postage paid at St. Paul, MN. Postmaster: 
Send address changes to Membership Office,  
345 Kellogg Blvd. West, St. Paul, MN 55102-1906. 
Publication number 351660.

Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

Officers Phyllis Rawls Goff, President ; William D. 
Green, Vice President ; D. Stephen Elliott, Secretary ; 
Kirby M. Law, Treasurer ; William R. Stoeri, Immediate 
Past President

Executive Council Cawo Abdi, Eric Ahlness, 
Kathleen Blatz, Suzanne Blue, Kurt BlueDog, Barbara 
Burwell, Brenda J. Child, Grant Davis, D. Stephen 
Elliott, Michael Farnell, Phyllis Rawls Goff, William D. 
Green, David R. Hakensen, Martha Kaemmer, 
Dennis L. Lamkin, Jean M. Larson, Kirby M. Law, 
Monica Little, Charles Mahar, Dean M. Nelson, Peter 
Reis, Peter Reyes, Jr., Dan Schmechel, William R. 
Stoeri, Bo Thao- Urabe, Karen Wilson Thissen, Ben 
Vander Kooi, Eleanor Winston, Warren Zaccaro

Ex-Officio Members Mark Dayton, Governor;  
Tina Smith, Lieutenant Governor; Steve Simon, 
Secretary of State; Lori Swanson, Attorney General; 
Rebecca Otto, State Auditor

From the Bound Volumes of Minnesota History

Publisher, Pamela J. McClanahan 
Editor, Laura Weber

Design and Typesetting, Percolator o u r  bac k  pag e s

1916  ▪  100 Years Ago
The Minnesota Historical Society, by virtue of its own history and its place in the state, 
is the natural leader in a movement for a state historical museum. The cooperation of 
many agencies will be necessary. The formulation of a plan . . . [and] the persistence to 
execute it, should come from that organization in Minnesota to which is entrusted 
the task of helping to keep the social memory accurate and vivid. . . . For without 
memory there can be no personality, without an ever- alert sense of the past and its 
significance, a people cannot maintain its solidarity and translate the experiences of 
yesterday into the purposes of tomorrow. — “The Social Memory,” abstract of an address 
given at the annual meeting of the Minnesota Historical Society, January 10, 1916, by 
George E. Vincent, President of the University of Minnesota, Vol. 1, No. 5, February 1916

1941  ▪  75 Years Ago
The formal conference program was brought to a close with a discussion of “The 
Local Historical Society and Local Archives,” by Dr. Grace Lee Nute, curator of 
manuscripts for the state historical society. That the local historical society is better 
equipped than any other agency for the preservation of the business papers of the 
county and the township is the contention of Dr. Nute, for she asserts, “it is impor-
tant not only to save local archives, but to save them near at hand.” First of all, local 
historical workers should learn where the local archives are, and then they should 
arouse public sentiment for an appreciation of the need for preserving these papers. 
Dr. Nute called attention to the need for proof of age, citizenship, and residence that 
so many people are encountering today. “If local communities preserve their records 
and organize and index them,” she said, “It will be the simplest thing imaginable to 
prove one’s age and citizenship.” — Bertha L. Heilbron, “The 1941 Annual Meeting of the 
Minnesota Historical Society”, Vol. 22, No. 1, March 1941 

1966  ▪  50 Years Ago
In 1964, the Minnesota Historical Society undertook a project to evaluate the 
achievements of Minnesota’s first twenty- nine governors. A panel of thirty- two 
qualified historians and political scientists was asked to rank in order and to com-
ment on the five governors whom each felt had made the greatest contributions to 
the state . . . Survey participants cast their votes for only fifteen governors; fourteen 
of the state’s chief executives received no mention at all. The five judged most out-
standing were in order of their rankings: Floyd B. Olson (1931–36), John S. Pillsbury 
(1876–82), Alexander Ramsey (1860–63), John A. Johnson (1905–09), and Harold E. 
Stassen (1939–43). . . . Olson led the field by a considerable majority and . . . Mr.  
Stassen was only one vote ahead of Luther W. Youngdahl (1947–51). —  “. . . on the  
HISTORICAL HORIZON, The Minnesota Scene,” Vol. 40, No. 3, Fall 1966 
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Individuals may print or download articles for personal use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 
Include the author’s name and article title in the body of your message. But 
first-- 
 
If you think you may need permission, here are some guidelines: 
 
Students and researchers 

• You do not need permission to quote or paraphrase portions of an 
article, as long as your work falls within the fair use provision of 
copyright law. Using information from an article to develop an 
argument is fair use. Quoting brief pieces of text in an unpublished 
paper or thesis is fair use. Even quoting in a work to be published 
can be fair use, depending on the amount quoted. Read about fair 
use here: http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html 

• You should, however, always credit the article as a source for your 
work. 

 
Teachers 

• You do not need permission to incorporate parts of an article into 
a lesson. 

• You do need permission to assign an article, either by 
downloading multiple copies or by sending students to the online 
pdf. There is a small per-copy use fee for assigned reading. 
Contact us for more information. 
 

About Illustrations 
• Minnesota History credits the sources for illustrations at the end 

of each article. Minnesota History itself does not hold copyright 
on images and therefore cannot grant permission to reproduce 
them. 

• For information on using illustrations owned by the Minnesota 
Historical Society, see MHS Library FAQ.  
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