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since the disappearance of the frontier. Another interesting con­
tribution to western history in the same magazine is a series of 
" Letters from a Michigan Log Cabin, 1830-1834," by Elizabeth 
M. Chandler. 

A study of " T h e Movement to the Far West during the 
Decade of the Sixties," by Dan E. Qark, is printed in the 
Washington Historical Quarterly for April. 

Dr. O. M. Norlie has written a Supplement to his History of 
the Norwegian People in America giving numerous additions of 
material, a list of about 150 corrections of errors in the original 
volume, a detailed table of contents, and a comprehensive index. 
ITie Supplement is paged continuously with the main volume 
(Minneapolis, 1926. 515-602 p.). 

The second general meeting of the Norwegian-American His­
torical Association was held in St. Paul on February 3 and was 
attended by nearly a hundred members from all parts of the 
Northwest. 

The Year-Book of the Swedish Historical Society of America 
for 1924-25 (St. Paul, 1925. 159 p.) contains a valuable article 
on " Swedish Pioneers in Kansas," by Theodore W. Anderson, 
and an informing and interesting paper on " The First Settle­
ments in the Kandiyohi Region and Their Fate in the Indian 
Outbreak," by Victor E. Lawson. These are followed by a docu­
mentary section of great value for students of Minnesota history, 
Mr. E. B. Gustafson contributes translations, under the heading 
"The Swedes in Minnesota," of several important newspaper 
articles which appeared originally in Swedish in the Minnesota 
Stats Tidning in the seventies. The editor of that paper, Hans 
Mattson, attempted to gather up comprehensive historical reports 
on the various Swedish settlements in the state of Minnesota. 
Mr. Gustafson has translated two of these, one an " Historical 
Account of the Swedish Settlement Marine in Washington 
County, Minnesota," by Robert Gronberger, which first appeared 
in the Tidning for February 6, 1879; the other an account of 
" Vasa, Goodhue County, Minnesota. The First Settlers," by 
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Carl Roos, from the same paper for Febmary i, 1877. In the 
Year-Book both the Swedish original and Mr. Gustaf son's trans­
lation are printed. 

Mr. J. A. Jackson of St. Paul contributes to the Year-Book 
two letters written in 1858 and 1861 by his father, the Reverend 
Andrew Jackson. They are printed both in Swedish and in 
English translation, under the title " A Pioneer Pastor's Impres­
sions." One of the letters was written from " Columbia, Green 
Lake Post Office, Minnesota, North America" on June 29, 1861. 
In it the pioneer minister discusses the economic situation of the 
Swedish immigrants and his own work among them. He writes: 

Many erroneous ideas about America are prevalent among you 
in the old home. Some think that if they could only come to 
America they could live as lords and become well off, in fact 
wealthy in a few years; but these people deceive themselves, for 
here one must work and toil for everything that one gets. Others, 
on the other hand, slander this country unreasonably because they 
have heard of one or two who have been unsuccessful here and 
therefore conclude that trouble and misery will be everybody's 
fate; — this is also incorrect. . . . The Swedes in this locality 
are not well off, but this is not to be wondered at, for when they 
came here a few years ago this place was an absolute wilderness; 
and you realize that it takes time to break new land, to fence it, 
and to make it into fertile fields. Furthermore, it takes time to 
build houses for ourselves and for the cattle, and therefore it is 
not strange that as yet we have here rather poor houses, and that 
matters are not yet as we would wish them; but every year brings 
new improvements, so that some already have quite comfortable 
homes. 

The Year-Book also contains English translations of two letters 
written by two Swedish immigrants in the Far West in 1862. 

A Swedish-American building, which is to serve as a perma­
nent museum to house exhibits illustrative of Swedish contribu­
tions to American life, is to be erected for the Sesquicentennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia. 

An article entitled " Scandinavian Immigrants in Recent Fic­
tion," by Isaac Anderson, in the American-Scandinavian Re­
view for April, discusses four novels: Bojer's The Emigrants, 
Martha Ostenso's Wild Geese, and Professor O. E. Rolvaag's 
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/ De Dage (In Those Days) and Riket Grundlcegges (The Found­
ing of the Realm). 

The State Historical Society of Iowa has brought out as vol­
ume 4 in its Applied History series a study of County Govern­
ment and Adm,inistration in Iowa, edited by Benjamin F. 
Shambaugh (Iowa City, 1925. 716 p.) . The volume brings to­
gether a series of valuable monographs by different writers on 
the various county offices and official activities, with particular 
reference to Iowa, and will undoubtedly serve a useful purpose 
both from the historical and the practical points of view. 

It is announced that the State Historical Society of Iowa will 
soon publish a volume on " Old Fort Crawford and the Frontier," 
by Bruce E. Mahan. 

The State Historical Society of Missouri has started an index 
of " all important local subjects presented in the Missouri press," 
based upon " both old and recent files." It is announced that fifty 
thousand subjects have already been indexed. 

Mr. Lawrence K. Fox has succeeded Mr. Doane Robinson, 
who resigned on February i, as superintendent of the State His­
torical Society of South Dakota. 

An account of " A Missionary Journey on the North Dakota 
Prairies in 1886," by J. H. Blegen, which appears in the weekly 
issues of Folkebladet of Minneapolis from April 7 to 28, gives 
a vivid picture of frontier conditions in North Dakota. 

Dr. Reginald G. Trotter, whose book on Canadian federation 
was reviewed in the last number of this magazine, has brought 
out an extremely valuable outline and bibliography entitled Cana­
dian History; A Syllabus and Guide to Reading (New York, 
1926. 162 p.). The entire field is divided into twenty-one topics, 
for each of which a brief outline is given followed by detailed 
references. 

An article entitled " The Identification of the Site Near Port 
Dover of the Wintering Place of Dollier de Casson and Brehant 
de Galinee, 1669-1670," by James H. Coyne, appears in Proceed-
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ings and Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada for 1925. 
This site was marked in 1924 by the Historic Sites and Monu­
ments Board of Canada, the marker bearing this inscription: 
" Here, 1669-1670, wintered Dollier and Galinee with seven 
other Frenchmen, the first Europeans known to have ascended 
the Great Lakes to Sault Ste. Marie. The earthen mounds are 
the remains of their hut, which was at once residence, chapel and 
fort." 

GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS 

" Little Bits of History " is the title of a series of articles, 
published in the Minneapolis Labor Review, in which Mr. E. 
Dudley Parsons succeeds in reflecting some of the high lights of 
Minnesota history. The series begins on February 19 with an 
account of " The First Scandinavians in Minnesota" which is 
based upon the Kensington rune stone. This is followed by two 
brief sketches of the French in Minnesota'—one on Radisson 
and Groseilliers and the other on the " French on the Waterways 
of Minnesota " — published on February 26 and March 5; one 
article on the British period, devoted to " Jonathan Carver's Jour­
ney," which is printed in the issue for March 12; and an account 
of the expeditions of Pike and Long entitled "The Americans 
Arrive " in the Review for March 26. 

It is announced by Mrs. Thomas R. Evans of Le Sueur, chair­
man of the historical committee of the Sibley House, that the 
Minnesota Daughters of the American Revolution intend to make 
a survey of high schools, normal schools, and colleges in the state 
to determine the extent to which these schools are teaching local 
and state history. 

An example of the slavery problem which resulted from Min­
nesota's popularity as a summer resort for Southerners in the 
days before the Civil War is presented in an article by Orlin Fol-
wick in the Minneapolis Tribune for March 14. It tells of Colo­
nel Christmas, a visitor at Lake Harriet during the summer of 
i860, and his slave Eliza Winston, who was freed by a decision 
of Judge Charles E. Vanderburgh. The litde building in which 
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the judge had his office and in which he gave this decision is still 
standing in Minneapolis. A picture of it and a portrait of Judge 
Vanderburgh appear with the article. 

In celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding 
of the University of Minnesota and the fifty-eighth anniversary 
of the signing of the reorganization bill, which finally opened the 
school to students. Charter Day exercises were held on the uni­
versity campus on February i8. Dr. Folwell, the first president 
of the university, joined in the celebration. The Charter Day 
address was delivered by President Lotus D. Coffman. 

The life of the woman undergraduate at the University of 
Minnesota in the seventies, as recalled by Mrs. M. J. C. Wilkin, 
a member of the class of 1877, is described in an article by Helen 
Gage in the Minneapolis Tribune for January 24. 

The seventy-second anniversary of the founding of Hamline 
University at Red Wing in 1854 was commemorated by a Found­
er's Day celebration at the St. Paul university on March 3. 
Among those who aided in securing a charter for the pioneer 
college was William Pitt Murray, whose daughter, Mrs. Alexan­
der A. Milne of St. Paul, presented her recollections of the early 
days of the school as part of the Founder's Day exercises. Mr. 
A. J. Meacham and Mrs. W. C. Rice of Minneapolis, who attend­
ed Hamline during the years preceding the Civil War at Red 
Wing, were present at the celebration. Their recollections of 
life in the frontier school are the subject of an article by Edward 
R. Sammis in the Minneapolis Tribune for March 7. 

The Alumni Record of Ham'line University, edited by Henry 
L. Osborne (St. Paul, 1924. 164 p.), contains biographical 
entries for 1,377 graduates of that college, from the class of 1859, 
which had two members, to the class of 1924, which numbered 
seventy-one. 

That frontier colleges were obliged to provide for the physical 
as well as the intellectual wants of their students is revealed in 
an interesting article about St. John's University at Collegeville, in 
the Minneapolis Journal for January 28. According to this 
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account the college authorities found it so difficult to secure flour 
in sufficient quantities that in 1868 they had a mill erected on the 
campus. Here, with the exception of one year, enough flour to 
meet the college needs was manufactured until 1882. 

The first Carleton College dormitory, known among the students 
as " Pancake Hall," is recalled by Dr. James J. Dow of Canton, 
Missouri, an early Carleton graduate, in the Minneapolis Tribune 
for March 21. According to this account an effort is being made 
to preserve the dilapidated structure, which in its better days 
housed some of Carleton's first students. 

" Minneapolis Once ' Foot ' of River Traffic " is the subject of 
an article in the Minneapolis Tribune for January 31 that is based 
upon Captain Fred A. Bill's history of " Navigation Above the 
Falls of St. Anthony" recently published in the Burlington 
[Iowa] Post (see ante, 6:216, 310). 

Dr. Hartsough's study of the Twin Cities as a Metropolitan 
Market, which is reviewed by Professor Black in this number of 
the magazine, contains chapters on the metropolitan concept, the 
establishment and early growth of the Twin Cities, the industrial 
growth of the Twin Cities to 1880, their development as a metro­
politan center since 1880, the history of transportation and rates 
in the Twin City area, the financial development of the Twin 
Cities, chain banking in the Northwest, the influence of crises in 
the development of the Twin Cities (1857, 1873, 1884, 1893, 
1903-04, 1920-21), and finally the extent and character of the 
metropolitan area centering in Minneapolis and St. Paul. There 
are three maps, including one showing the entire area that the 
author considers tributary to the Twin Cities. Though many 
kinds of source material were used in the preparation of the 
study, newspapers appear to have been particularly important. 

In the course of the article on " The Significance of the Twin 
Cities for Minnesota History," published in the last number of 
the magazine, some of the limitations of the metropolitan center 
of the Northwest are pointed out — among other things its lack 
of museums of natural history. In a letter to the editor calling 
attention to the natural history objects owned by the St. Paul 
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Institute, Dr. Arthur Sweeney of St. Paul writes, "The collec­
tions are small, but interesting, and have a very large educational 
influence upon the community." 

An interest in the details of the history of Fort Snelling, in 
the soldiers who brought their families to the frontier post, in 
the many regiments that served there, in the soldiers — many of 
them unknown — who are buried in its cemetery, has been 
aroused by the drawing of plans for a new chapel for the fort. 
The decorations for this building will commemorate the outstand­
ing events in the history of the post, and among its memorials 
vrill be one to the Reverend Ezekiel G. Gear, who served as chap­
lain from 1837 to i860. 

Members 6i the old Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth Min­
nesota volunteer regiments who served in the Spanish-American 
War held their first general reunion in Minneapolis on April 28. 

One of the charitable organizations of Minneapolis women is 
the subject of a recently published pamphlet entitled History of 
the Minneapolis Branch of the Needlework Guild of America, 
Inc. (23 p.). Its activities in providing new garments for the 
needy poor of the city from 1892 to the present are here outlined. 
The illustrations include portraits of the first officers and some 
of the charter members. 

In an address before the Fifth District Federation of Women's 
Clubs in Minneapolis on February 27, Mrs. Thomas G. Winter 
described the changes in club work among women during the past 
thirty-six years. 

The rescue of a white boy, Ross Tanner, by an Indian squaw 
at the Redwood Agency during the Sioux Massacre is the subject 
of a feature article by Chief Buffalo Child Long Lance in the Min­
neapolis Tribune for March 7. According to this account Tanner 
was taken north into Manitoba by the Sioux after the massacre, 
escaped when he was about ten years old and lived for a time with 
a Cree band, entered the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
and is still living the life of an Indian in Canada. 
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Howard Bratton, 187S-IP26 is the title of a pamphlet made up 
of obituary notices of the founder and publisher of the Faribault 
Daily News and reprinted from the issues of that paper for Janu­
ary 4. 5. and 6. 

The career of Mr. William Mahle, who after emigrating from 
(Germany in 1857 settled in St. Paul and began to build ox carts 
and wagons for the use of the pioneers, is outlined in the 5"*. Paul 
Pioneer Press for January 17. 

That the spelling of Minnesota was determined by Arthur W. 
Machen, the clerk who engrossed the bill for the creation of the 
territory, is the theory presented by the writer of an article in 
the magazine section of the St. Paul Pioneer Press for April 11. 
Machen is supposed to have added a second n to the name. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

Attention was called in the last number of MINNESOTA HISTORY 

to the recent organization of local historical societies in Cook 
and Lake counties. Two additional societies have been estab­
lished since February i, making a total of four during the win­
ter. The Olmsted County Historical Society was organized on 
February 5. A constitution based upon the draft constitution 
published some years ago in the MINNESOTA HISTORY BULLETIN 

was adopted and the following officers were elected: president, 
Mr. Burt W. Eaton of Rochester; vice president, Mrs. J. E. 
Benedict of Stewartville; secretary. Miss Margaret E. Hickman 
of Rochester; and treasurer, Mr. L. J. Fiegel, also of Rochester. 
Miss Anna E. Rice of Oronoco, Mr. George W. Granger, and 
Mr. Henry O, Christensen of Rochester were elected directors. 

The Rice County Historical Society was organized at Faribault 
on March 19, when thirty-five people met, adopted a constitution, 
and elected the following officers: president. Dr. Francis L. 
Palmer, Seabury Divinity School, Faribault; vice president. Dr. 
Clyde A. Duniway, professor of history at Carleton College, 
Northfield; recording secretary, Charles N. Sayles of Faribault; 
treasurer, Walter M, Nutting of Faribault; corresponding secre­
tary, Mrs, Charles A, Bierman of Northfield; and directors, Mrs. 
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Charles Batchelder, Miss Laura Nutting, and Judge M. M. 
Shields. 

It is not unlikely that yet another local historical society will 
soon be organized, for a definite movement toward one has been 
started in Aitkin County. 

In Beltrami County a movement is under way to have the por­
tion of the Red Lake Indian Reservation which forms a penin­
sula between the upper and lower lakes set aside as a national 
park. 

Evidence that " The First House in Hastings " was a log cabin 
erected by Joseph R. Brown and used as a trading post is pre­
sented by John R. Case in the Hastings Gazette for January i. 
The writer gathered his information by questioning pioneers, 
including Mary Mooers, a daughter of the trader, Hazen Mooers, 
and Joseph McCoy, a brother of Brown's second wife. 

Under the title " Old Norway Lake Reminiscences," articles 
signed " Pioneer Kid " have been appearing in the Willmar Trib­
une since July, 1925. Most of the sketches seem to be based upon 
personal recollections or upon interviews with pioneers. For 
example, the story of the " Hardanger Heroine" of the Sioux 
War, Guri Endresen Rosseland, published on March 3, is based 
on her own account of her experiences during the massacre. The 
articles for January 13 and February 3 and 17 deal with the bliz­
zards of 1872 and 1873; and on March 24 the author's early 
impressions of Willmar are recorded. 

To mark the site of old Fort Fairmont a boulder to which a 
bronze tablet is attached was unveiled on the grounds of the 
Martin County Courthouse in Fairmont on May 9. Among the 
speakers was Judge Lorin Cray of Mankato, who served at Fort 
Fairmont as a member of Company D, Ninth Minnesota Volun­
teer Infantry, in 1863. The inscription on the tablet reads: " This 
Boulder Marks the Site of Fort Fairmount Built during the Sioux 
Indian Uprising, 1862, by Co. A 25th Wisconsin Volunteers, 
under Major Jeremiah M. Rusk, and is Dedicated to the Pioneers 
Who Faced the Dangers of Frontier Life to Establish Homes in 
Martin County. Placed by Fairmont Qiapter, Daughters of the 
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American Revolution, 1926," Some interesting information 
about the troops stationed at Fort Fairmont from 1862 to 1864, 
secured from the war department by Mrs. Amy Brown of Fair­
mont, is printed in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for April 21. 

A " Fiftieth Anniversary Section " published by the Northfield 
News as a supplement to its issue of January i contains some in­
teresting articles about that paper, which had its origin as the 
Dundas News in 1876. The leading article is a history of the 
News by Carl L. Weicht, in which much space is devoted to 
the career of Joel P. Heatwole, its publisher from 1884 to 1910. 
" Some Interesting Recollections by a Former Editor " are con­
tributed by W, F. Shilling, and William W. Pye describes some 
of the " Picturesque Personalities " connected with the story of 
the paper. The wood cuts used during the early years of the News 
are the subject of a sketch with which a series of these illustra­
tions appear; another brief article traces the changes in the 
paper's "mechanical equipment." Articles on Northfield's col­
leges are included — an account of St, Olaf by Professor I. F. 
Grose; and "Some Reminiscences" of Carleton, illustrated by 
an early view of its campus, by Dr. Herbert C. Wilson. 

The days when Read's Landing was booming and river traffic 
thrived were recalled by members of the Read's Landing Asso­
ciation on February 20, when they held their annual meeting at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Morgan of Minneapolis. 

An interesting collection of brief articles, chiefly reminiscences, 
concerning an old Minnesota community is presented in Robert 
Watson's Notes on the Early Settlem,ent of Cottage Grove and 
Vicinity, Washington Co., Minn. (Northfield, 1924. 36 p.) . 
Mr. Watson came to Minnesota in 1850 and he tells in interesting 
fashion of the trip up the Mississippi from Galena on the " Nom­
inee," captained by Orrin Smith. " A great many kinds of people 
were aboard, lumbermen, hunters, sight-seers, health-seekers, 
settlers intending to make new homes, and so forth. They were 
a jolly, jubilant lot for the most part, and oh, so hungry! " Many 
curious questions were asked Captain Smith, according to Mr. 
Watson: " I heard one man ask him: ' Are there any Odd Fel­
lows in that country ? ' ' Oh yes,' said the cheery captain, ' lots 
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of them, all waiting for the girls to come out so they can be 
made even.' " In addition to Mr. Watson's account the pamphlet 
contains a sketch of Joseph Haskell by Mrs. Helen Pray; a brief 
reminiscent article by John Watson, who also came to Minnesota 
in 1850; a sketch of Joseph Warren Furber by Dr. W. W. Fur­
ber; and several other interesting items about the Furber family, 
including a pleasant account of the family weddings by Minnie 
H. Watson. 

In the first article of the present number of MINNESOTA 

HISTORY, attention is called to the value of advertisements for 
history and numerous illustrations are drawn from early St. Paul 
and St. Anthony newspapers. The writer of a feature article in 
the Minneapolis Journal for January 24 also has been impressed 
with the value of such material, though to prove his point he 
uses but one advertisement — a huge lithographed map published 
by Mr. Budd Reeve in 1878 when he was attempting to sell a 
piece of property in Minneapolis at the foot of Nicollet Avenue. 
In an interview Mr. Reeve tells how the land in question finally 
was acquired by James J. Hill. The map, which is reproduced 
with the article, contains the names of scores of Minneapolis 
pioneers and locates many of the city's early industries. 

Some account of the part played by Minnehaha Falls as a 
" publicity factor" in the history of Minneapolis is given by 
Lucile R. Collins in an article entitied " Will Minnehaha Falls 
Come Back ?" in the Gopher-M for March. The ancient glory 
of the famous waterfall as celebrated by Longfellow is departed, 
for, alas, it is dry. The Minneapolis board of park commission­
ers has now worked out plans for pumping one thousand gallons 
of well water per minute over the falls, and Miss Collins there­
fore answers her title in the affirmative. 

In the seventies Minneapolis had a fire department that would 
" compare favorably with any department east or west" and that 
could cope successfully with a problem such as that presented by 
the mill explosion of 1878, according to an article by Edward R. 
Sammis in the Minneapolis Tribune for January 24. The author 
outlines the history of fire protection in pioneer Minneapolis, and 
describes especially the services of the volunteer department which 



1926 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 195 

served the city from 1869 to 1879. The account is based mainly 
upon the diary of Mr. Winn M. Brackett of Farmington, the last 
chief of the volunteers. 

Steamboating on the Mississippi was the chief subject of dis­
cussion at a joint meeting of the Ramsey County Historical Soci­
ety and the Riverview Commercial Qub in St. Paul on March 2. 
Mayor Arthur E. Nelson of St. Paul spoke on the past, present, 
and future of steamboating; Captain Fred A. Bill outlined the 
history of steamboat traffic on the rivers of the Middle West; 
Mr. J. H. Masek presented a sketch of the late Colonel James H. 
Davidson of St. Paul; and Mr. Willoughby M. Babcock, curator 
of the museum of the Minnesota Historical Society, gave an illus­
trated lecture entitled " Glimpses of Old St. Paul." Captain Bill's 
paper is published in the Burlington [Iowa] Post for March 6. 
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