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spring. In the same number of the Review are an examination 
of " The Notion of a Great American Desert East of the Rockies," 
by Ralph C. Morris; and a translation of " The St. Joseph Bap­
tismal Register," which contains among other interesting items 
a number of baptismal records bearing the signature of Michel 
Guignas, the Jesuit priest who, in 1727, was a member of the expe­
dition of La Perriere to the Minnesota country. 

An account of the native industries still practiced by the Chip­
pewa who live around the Mille Lacs trading post is published as 
a feature article in the magazine section of the Minneapolis 
Journal for September 19. It is based upon information furnished 
by Miss Frances Densmore of Red Wing. 

Of the total number of pages in The True Story of Hiawatha 
and History of the Six Nation Indians by A. Leon Hatzan (Tor­
onto, 1925. 298 p.), only a scant sixteen deal with the original 
Iroquois Hiawatha, the founder of the confederacy of the Six 
Nations. The book is essentially a brief history of the Iroquois 
nation, very sympathetically presented. One of Dr. Hatzan's 
purposes in preparing the volume was to prove a thesis that hardly 
needs further proof, namely that Longfellow in writing his classic 
" drew fully upon his extraordinary imagination, weaving into his 
beautiful story, legend, tradition, myth, and folklore of Sioux, 
Ojibway, and Iroquois." 

A brief study of The Bison and the Fur Trade, by R. O. Merri-
man has been brought out as number 53 of the Bulletins of the 
departments of history and political and economic science in 
Queen's University (September, 1926. 19 p.). The pamphlet 
contains considerable useful information culled for the most part 
from easily accessible printed materials. 

From the Atlantic to the Pacific is the title of a volume of 
reminiscences by Aaron Lee (Seattle, 1915. 190 p.), a pioneer 
who first responded to the call of the West in 1855, when he left 
his Massachusetts home to take up a homestead in Mower County, 
Minnesota. Later he moved into Iowa, and finally he crossed the 
western half of the continent to spend his decHning years in the 
state of Washington. The book includes a chapter on pioneer life 
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in Minnesota and an account of the author's experiences as a mem­
ber of the First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War. 

The " Memoirs of Capt. Sam. R. Van Sant," which are being 
published in weekly installments in the Burlington [Iowa] Post, 
begin on August 21 with an account of what the author calls " The 
First Trip by Boat from St, Louis to St, Anthony Falls " — that 
made by Lieutenant Pike in 1805, Three installments are devoted 
to the story of this voyage, and then on September 11 the reminis­
cences proper open. Apparently these are to consist of scattered 
recollections of steamboating experiences on the Mississippi and 
of the Civil War, 

A trip down the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers to St. Louis 
aboard a barge loaded with lumber in 1866, as recalled by Gustof 
Larson of Winthrop, is described by Win V, Working in the 
Winthrop News for September 16. 

The early days of the railroad between the Twin Cities and 
Chicago when the fare was twenty-three dollars, the " running 
time was 25 hours," and " there were no Pullmans with sleeping 
berths — only day coaches " are recalled in an article in the Min­
neapolis Tribune for July 4, 

A scholarly study of " The Background of the Beginnings of 
Swedish Immigration, 1850-1875," by George M, Stephenson, is 
published in the American Historical Review for Jtdy, The 
article is of special value for its analysis of the religious situation 
in its relation to emigration backgrounds. The author declares 
that the " confluence of various forms of dissatisfaction with con­
ditions in the Established Church coincides with the beginnings of 
emigration," and he presents numerous details correlating an 
important laymen's movement against the formalism of the state 
church with the spread of the so-called " America fever " through­
out Sweden. Though the religious phase of the situation is 
brought into an unaccustomed prominence, the author does not 
neglect the economic causes of the emigration. 

An enlightening aqcount of the Norwegian bonde forms a 
chapter in a volume entitled Norway, by G. Ga thorne Hardy (New 
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York, 1925. 324 p.) . The chapter, and indeed the entire volume, 
will be of value to students interested in the backgrounds of the 
Norwegian element in the United States. 

A photographic reproduction of Eielsen's Catechism, which has 
been brought out by Dr. O. M, Noriie (Minneapolis, 1925, 36 p,), 
makes available what is believed to be the first book printed in 
America by a Norwegian, The original, an English version of 
Luther's Smaller Catechism, was published in 1841 at New York, 
by Filing Eielsen, a famous Norwegian-American lay preacher, 
who had immigrated to the United States two years earlier, A 
condensed outline by Dr. Norlie of the main events in Eielsen's 
career serves as a useful preface to the text. 

An excellent study of " The Wisconsin Press and Slavery," by 
Kate Everest Levi, appears in the Wisconsin Magasine of History 
for July [June?]. In the same number Dr, Joseph Schafer offers 
some interesting observations on the art of reviewing books of 
history, and there is a colorful account of " Early Lumbering on 
the Chippewa" over the name of Bruno Vinette, The editor 
explains that Mr, William W. Bartlett of Eau Claire interviewed 
Vinette, a lumberman who came to the West in 1853, Later Mr, 
Bartlett "wrote the reminiscences as_ though the veteran logger, 
had himself written them," The September number of the maga­
zine contains an interesting historical sketch of " Prairie du Chien, 
the Sentinel of the Old Border," by W, A. Titus. Though the 
author has drawn upon many interesting sources of information 
for his account, he seems to have missed the sprightly account 
given by Peter Pond of his visit to Prairie du Chien in 1773, In 
the documentary section of the September number are published 
translations of a number of letters written by the Right Reverend 
John M, Henni and the Reverend Anthony Urbanek in the period 
from 1845 to 1852, describing religious and social conditions in 
Wisconsin, and particularly in Milwaukee, from the point of view 
of emissaries of the Roman Catholic Leopoldinen-Stiftung of 
Vienna, The documents are drawn from the published Berichte 
of that association and are excellent illustrations of the detailed 
and valuable information that the Berichte contain on the history 
of the West, 
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An interesting account of " North Wisconsin in History and 
Romance," by C, H. Crownhart, is appearing serially in the Wis­
consin Magasine. The October installment deals principally with 
the Ojibway Indians. 

A valuable study of " The Landfall of Nicolet, 1634," by Arthur 
C. Neville, appears in the Green Bay Historical Bulletin for May-
June. 

An article entitled " The ' Hutchins' Map of Michigan," by 
William L. Jenks, is published in the Michigan History Magasine 
for July. A reproduction of the map is included, and the journal 
of a tour of the Great Lakes in 1762 by Thomas Hutchins, its 
maker, is also printed. 

Lively sketches of pioneer life in the region that borders Minne­
sota to the west make up a volume entitled Early Days in Dakota 
by Edwin C. Torrey (Minneapolis, 1925). It contains the usual 
pictures of the Dakota prairies — of blizzards, buffalo hunts, and 
Indian scares — and it also includes some interesting sketches of 
men who figured in the history of the region. A chapter of special 
Minnesota interest tells of a " Dakotan in Nelson's First Fight." 
It describes the services during the Nelson-Kindred campaign of 
1882 — which, by the way, was not Nelson's "first fight" — of 
Professor A, R, Cornwall, one of Nelson's instructors at Albion 
Academy in Wisconsin, who had settled on a Dakota homestead. 

A new bridge that is being built across the Missouri River at 
Sanish, North Dakota, will be called the Verendrye Bridge in 
honor of the explorer. La Verendrye, Here is an excellent idea 
for memorials honoring the early western explorers. 

An important letter by Louis Riel and Ambroise Lepine to the 
lieutenant governor of Manitoba, dated January 3, 1873, which is 
published in the Canadian Historical Review for June, presents 
the Riel version of the first Red River rebellion. The document 
is translated from the French original by A. H. de Tremaudan. 
Riel and Lepine state that in 1872 they went from Manitoba to 
St. Paul, where they resided for some time. 
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More than a hundred tales of Minnesota localities, most of 
which deal with local history, have now appeared in the series of 
"Gopher Trails" in the St. Paul Dispatch (see ante, p. 296). 
Such subjects as the early days of Moorhead (July 5), the history 
of Lake Pepin (July 31), the development of dairying around Red 
Lake Falls (August 14), the Rainy Lake gold rush and the later 
growth of International Falls (August 23), and the stories of Grand 
Portage and Fond du Lac (September 7 and 18) are dealt with in 
the articles. By their publication the Dispatch has done much to 
familiarize Minnesotans with the story of the state and to arouse 
an interest in local history. Especially has the latter object been 
accomplished through the offering of prizes for the best stories 
contributed by outsiders. The essay which won the first prize, an 
account of the history of Point Douglas by Ralph Henry, an 
instructor at Miami University and formerly a student at Carleton 
College, is printed in the Dispatch for September 20. A tale of a 
French pioneer's experiences in the Sioux Massacre by Everett 
S. Mills of Montevideo, printed on September 21, took the second 
prize. Stories based upon ideas furnished by other contestants 
have continued to appear in the Dispatch. 

Large portions of Henry H, Sibley's account of the hunting 
expeditions on which he accompanied groups of Sioux Indians in 
1840 and 1841 are quoted in a feature article entitled " Pioneers 
Again Take to the Buffalo Trail in Minnesota with General Sib­
ley, Faribault, Nicollet and Fremont," which appears in the Minne­
apolis Journal for July 11. The article contains the statement 
that " the tale comes from a memoir in (general Sibley's own hand­
writing, never before published." It is printed, however, as part 
of Sibley's reminiscences in volume 3 of the Minnesota Historical 
Collections. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the treaty of Traverse des 
Sioux was the occasion for a celebration under the auspices of the 
Captain Richard Somers chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri­
can Revolution of St. Peter at Traverse des Sioux on July 23. 
Among the speakers were Mr. Thomas Hughes of Mankato, Mrs. 
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W. J. Jameson of St. Paul, Judge Henry Moll of St. Peter, and 
Mr. Thomas J. McDermott of St. Paul. The celebration produced 
much newspaper comment — stories of the attempt to remove the 
state capital to St. Peter, of the village of Traverse des Sioux, 
which never materialized, and of the Sioux War, as well as of the 
famous treaty of 1851. 

An account of " The Beginnings of the Dakota Mission " by 
Rudolf Hertz is published in the Word Carrier of the Santee 
Normal Training School of Santee, Nebraska, for March-April, 
1926. It deals chiefly with the events which brought Dr. Thomas 
S. Williamson and the Reverend Jedediah Stevens to the Minne­
sota mission field. 

In " A Missionary Enterprise," by M. M, Hoffman, published 
in the Palimpsest for June, is told the story of a visit to Fort 
Snelling in 1839 of Bishop Mathias Loras and the Abbe Anthon 
Pelamourgues, Special mention is made of the baptismal records 
left by Bishop Loras (see ante, 5: 505). 

Seventy-five descendants'of Samuel W. and Gideon H. Pond, 
the missionaries who came to the upper Mississippi country in 
1834, gathered at the home of Mr. A. H. Pond near Bloomington 
for a family reunion on September 25, 

The activities of the land companies that promoted German 
settlement in the Minnesota Valley were depicted in one episode 
of an historical pageant presented at New Ulm on July 4 and 5, 
Among the events enacted were the founding of the town and its 
siege during the Sioux Outbreak of 1862. 

The old Mendota ferry, which " has plied back and forth across 
the Minnesota, carrying ox teams, soldiers in blue and soldiers 
in khaki, Indians in blankets and barbaric feathers, voyageurs of 
the fur companies, wagons of hay, automobiles, motor trucks, 
sightseers, famous men and women of many lands " during nearly 
a century is the subject of an article, occasioned by the building 
of a bridge across the Minnesota at Fort Snelling, by Florence 
Lehmann in the Minneapolis Journal for August i. The author 
tells of the owners of this link between Fort Snelling and Mendota, 
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of the ferrymen who have operated it, and of distinguished travel­
ers who have crossed the Minnesota in it. 

A recent addition to the collection of relics of pioneer days in 
the Sibley House at Mendota is an old stage coach originally used 
in the Black Hills of South Dakota, It is the gift of Mr. C. E. 
Wales of Minneapolis. 

At the annual celebration of the siege of Fort Ridgely, held in 
Fort Ridgely State Park on August 20 and sponsored by the Fort 
Ridgely State Park and Historical Association and the Sioux 
Historic Trail Association, Mr. Ray P. Chase, state auditor, was 
the speaker. He voiced the opinion that " a state park policy that 
will preserve historic spots for future generations is the greatest 
tribute Minnesota may pay its pioneers." 

The sixty-fourth anniversary of the battle of Birch Coulee was 
commemorated on September 2 near Morton by an historical 
pageant and an address by Governor Christianson on the Sioux 
War and this battle. 

The formation of a company of guards at Hutchinson who built 
a stockade and adequately defended the town when it was attacked 
during the Sioux Outbreak of 1862 is described in the Minneapolis 
Journal for August 29. 

Reminiscences of the Sioux Outbreak were stimulated by the 
anniversary celebrations held during the month of August. Some 
recollections of Mr. Michael Huss of Shakopee, who was a boy 
in New Ulm when that place was attacked by the Sioux in 1862, 
are printed in the St. Paul Dispatch for August 24 and the remi­
niscences of another survivor, Mr, John Krueger of New Ulm, 
appear in the Minneapolis Journal for August 18, The experi­
ences of Mrs, Pernilla Ofelt of Minneapolis, who in 1862 lived 
on a farm near the present site of Grove City, are outiined by P, P, 
Quist in the Winthrop News for September 16. The Sioux War 
as recalled by a brother and sister, Mr. John Kochendorfer of 
South Park and Mrs. Rose Keller of St. Paul, who lost their 
parents and a sister in the massacre, is described in an article in 
the magazine section of the St. Paul Pioneer Press for August 15. 
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As part of the Regimental Organization Day program of the 
Third United States Infantry at Fort Snelling on September 21, 
a memorial was unveiled to Major Melville C, Wilkinson, who 
"was killed Oct, 5, 1898, while leading a detachment of the 3rd 
Infantry in the last Indian battle in the United States " at Leech 
Lake. 

Mr. William T. Cox tells of the great flocks of passenger 
pigeons that passed over the Minnesota cotmtry in pioneer days in 
an article in the Minneapolis Journal for July 25. Especially does 
he describe the " last great rookery at Wabasha," where hundreds 
of these now extinct birds are said to have nested in each tree. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The most important recent development in connection with local 
history work in Minnesota is the establishment of the Aitkin 
County Historical Society. An organization meeting was held 
at Aitkin early in September, when a constitution was adopted 
and officers were elected. Though the organization is reported 
to be merely a tentative one, it will doubtless develop into a per­
manent one, for there is an active and growing interest in local 
history in the county. The second article in the present number 
of MINNESOTA HISTORY deals with the Aitkin County region and 
is contributed, it may be noted, by one of those who participated 
in the organization meeting at Aitkin. 

A brief history of the Catholic church at Assumption, in the 
Minneapolis Tribune for August 8, commemorates the sixty-first 
anniversary of its founding. 

A history of the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church of Watson, 
prepared by E. I, Strom for the church's fiftieth anniversary cele­
bration on June 27 and 28, is published in the Milan Standard for 
July 9-

A unique old Dutch windmill near Minnesota Lake, built by 
Gottlieb Schostag, a Dutch immigrant who settled in this region, 
is the subject of an article in the Western Magasine for April, It 
is accompanied by a picture of the windmill. 
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The story of General Israel Garrard, the founder of Frontenac, 
and of the large estate which he established on Lake Pepin in 
pioneer days is reviewed by C, A, Rasmussen in the Red Wing 
Daily Republican for September 21. 

A statue of George B. Wright, who was responsible for much 
of the early development of Fergus Falls, was dedicated in that 
city on July 16. 

The centennial of Faribault was celebrated on July 4, 5, and 
6, by the presentation of an historical pageant which depicted the 
advent of Alexander Faribault in 1826, his later building of a trad­
ing post, and the subsequent growth of the city. Local and Twin 
City newspapers gave the celebration much publicity, and some 
of the accounts include valuable historical material about 
Faribault. 

A year of notable activity for the St. Louis County Historical 
Society was brought to a close by meetings held at Tower on 
October 28 and at Duluth on November i. The Tower meeting, 
attended by about four hundred people, was one of the most 
successful local history meetings ever held in the state. The 
printed program designates the day as " Vermilion Range and 
Lake History Day," and the subjects of the papers read carry out 
the promise of this designation. One of the papers, entitled Gold 
Rush to the Vermilion and Rainy Lake Districts of Minnesota and 
Ontario in 1865 and i8p4, by Horace Johnson, has already been 
published as a pamphlet (Duluth, 1926. 22 p.). Among the other 
papers on the program were " The Discovery and Development of 
the Iron Ore Industry," by Elisha J. Morcom; " History and 
Growth of the Tourist Business on Lake Vermilion," by G, C. 
Carlson; " History of the Tower-Soudan Schools," by Wilfiam J. 
Warner, Jr. ; " The Lumbering Industry at Tower," by O, A, 
Wiseman; " History of the Municipality of Tower," by Herman 
T, Olson; and "The Value and Importance of Historical Work 
by County," by Peter Schaefer. 

The Duluth meeting was opened with " Historical Reminis­
cences " by the presiding officer, Mr, William A, McGonagle, The 
central feature of the program was an address by Dr, Louise 
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Phelps Kellogg, senior research associate of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, on " Daniel Greysolon Sieur Du Luth," A 
paper on " Duluth and its Form of Government" was read by Mr. 
William S. McCormick, city commissioner of Duluth, and the 
program concluded with stereopticon views of " Early St. Louis 
County." 

A report of the year's activities of the St, Louis County His­
torical Society, which has been presented by its president, Mr. 
William E. Culkin, to the Minnesota Historical Society, outlines 
a year of effective local history work. Three open meetings have 
been held, many valuable accessions have been made to the 
society's collections, the membership of the society has been 
brought to the very respectable total of 152, and excellent progress 
has been made on the society's unique system of historical book­
keeping. Among the numerous accessions may be noted in particu­
lar an oil painting of Fort Snelling made in 1861 by the daughter 
of an officer then stationed at the fort, presented to the society by 
Mrs. Mary King Erwin. 

The blacksmith was a person of first importance in a frontier 
community, according to Mr. Andrew Olson, the pioneer black­
smith of Winthrop, who established his smithy there in 1881. 
Some of his reminiscences are published in the Minneapolis 
Tribune for August 22, 

The story of St, Mary, a deserted village of Waseca County, is 
outlined in the Minneapolis Tribune for September 12. 

The " Pageant of Minnetonka," produced at Excelsior on July 
29, 30, and 31, reviewed the history of the surrounding region 
from the days of the primitive Indians and the arrival of the first 
explorers to the end of the World War. 

The first bridge across the Mississippi at Minneapolis is the 
subject of an article in the Minneapolis Journal for July 4, the 
seventy-first anniversary of the opening of the bridge to traffic. 
The bridge was a suspension structure and toll was charged for 
every pedestrian and animal crossing it. A picture of the bridge 
appears on another page of the same issue of the Journal. 
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The development of the North Side district of Minneapolis is 
the subject of a special section of the Minneapolis Tribune for 
August 8. Joel B. Bassett and the pioneers who built their homes 
around his in the early fifties are credited with beginning the set­
tlement of the district. 

The opening of the Robert Street Bridge in St. Paul is the 
occasion for the publication in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for 
August I of an account of the building of the old bridge across 
the Mississippi at the same point in 1884. The issue also contains 
an accotmt of various members of the Robert family, for one of 
whom, Louis, Robert Street is named. 

The City of St. Paid: A Civic Handbook is the title of a pam­
phlet compiled and issued recently by the Ramsey County League 
of Women Voters (56 p.). It includes concise statements about 
city elections, officials, the various departments, finances, manufac­
turing, and history, and a store of miscellaneous information. 

The Early Pharmacists of Saint Paul by Herman W, Rietzke is 
an interesting and attractive pamphlet (St, Paul, 1925, 15 p,). 
Some of the information about the city's pioneer druggists is 
drawn from newspaper advertisements, and lists of drug stores are 
taken from early directories. The wholesale drug business in St. 
Paul, especially the firm of Noyes Brothers and Cutler, also 
receives some attention. 

Historic sites along the projected Sibley Memorial Highway 
between St, Paul and Shakopee are described in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press for August i. Since the road will pass through 
Mendota, an account of its historic past is included; a sketch of 
Henry H. Sibley follows; and the article closes with comments on 
some of the landmarks of Shakopee. Of special interest is the 
story of " Murphy's Folly," a hotel built near Shakopee by Richard 
Murphy in 1856, when he believed that a railroad would soon pass 
his property. 
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