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That an " All-Scandinavian Museum" be estabhshed on the 
campus of the University of Minnesota " to house mainly relics of 
Scandinavian pioneers in the northwest" was the substance of a 
plan advanced by speakers at the Danish-American National Festi­
val at the Minnesota Fair Grounds in St. Paul on June 26. 

A detailed history of " The Election of 1892 in Iowa" by 
Walter E. Nydegger appears in the Iowa Journal of History and 
Politics for July. 

The issue of the Fargo Forum for January 18 is an elaborately 
illustrated " Souvenir Edition" of a hundred pages containing 
many articles of value for Red River Valley history. Transporta­
tion in the valley receives its share of attention. There are long 
accounts of the Red River cart trade, of the development of steam 
navigation on the stream, and of the growth of the railroads. 
Stories of the explorers and fur-traders who were prominent in 
the region are related by S. M. Wemmett; and the agricultural 
development of the district is the subject of a number of articles. 
Other cities and settlements in the valley — Moorhead, Pembina, 
Frog Point — are given due attention. Among the articles of 
more purely local interest are an account of the history of the 
Forum; a sketch of William G. Fargo, for whom the city was 
named; a description of the flood of 1897; and narratives about 
the development of the banks, theaters, schools, and churches of 
Fargo. 

The first white settlement in Rolette County, North Dakota, 
which grew up around St. Claude Chapel established by Father 
J. M. Malo in 1882, is the subject of an article in the Minneapolis 
Tribune for June 19. According to this account a movement is at 
present under way to establish a state park on the site of the 
settlement. 

An outline of early exploration in the Black Hills region of 
South Dakota and an account of the finding of gold there by a 
member of the Custer expedition in 1874 are combined in an 
article in the St. Paid Pioneer Press for June 4. 

The first installment of a study of the " Origin and Progress 
of the Catholic Church in Montana'' by the Reverend Edward P. 
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Curley appears in the March Records of the American Catholic 
Historical Society. Occasional Minnesota connections are brought 
out, for example, the story of the appointment in the sixties of 
Father Ravoux of St. Paul to the vicariate-apostolic of Montana. 
From this appointment the venerable St. Paul priest was released 
because of failing health. 

In a pageant enacted by students of the Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
normal school on the site of Fort St. Antoine on May 8, the 
ceremony by which Perrot proclaimed the French king's 
sovereignty over the Northwest was depicted. The pageant was 
part of a program which included a number of historical addresses 
and the placing of a marker on Wisconsin State Highway Number 
35 calling attention to the old fort site. 

The minutes of a Hudson's Bay Company council of the 
northern department of Rupert's Land for 1825 are published as 
a document, edited by H. A. Innis, in the Canadian Historical 
Review for December, 1926. Traders on the Red River are listed 
with many details about their business. 

GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS 

A project to raise a monument costing three hundred thousand 
dollars on the spot where the Kensington rune stone was found 
in 1898 has recently been announced in the press. The plan is 
linked with a proposed park to be known as the " Runestone 
Park," and the mayor of Kensington has appointed a committee of 
fifteen to promote the movement. A " rune stone rally " was held 
near Kensington on June i, with the famous stone on exhibition 
and Mr. Hjalmar R. Holand and Congressman O. J. Kvale among 
the speakers. Meanwhile doubts as to the authenticity of the 
inscription on the stone continue to be raised. Thus the Mcintosh 
Times for June 16 prints a story told by a farmer, Mr. Erick 
Omland, harking back to a conversation touching on runic matters 
alleged to have occurred in the Kensington region some fifteen 
years before the rune stone was discovered. The story appears to 
be similar to that discussed in some detail in volume* 15 of the 
Minnesota Historical Collections (p. 240—245). The Norwegian-
American newspaper Reform (Eau Claire, Wisconsin) in its issue 
for June 16 suggests that if any money is available it should be 
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used to promote further investigation of this entire runological 
and historical problem. 

An article entitled " How Minnesota Became a State," by Solon 
J. Buck, appears in many of the " Greater Minnesota " editions 
issued by newspapers throughout the state late in May. 

A bust of Governor Winfield S. Hammond was unveiled with 
appropriate ceremonies in the House Chamber of the Capitol on 
April 17. 

Mr. John K. Daniels of Minneapolis has been chosen by the 
Knute Nelson memorial committee to model the statue of the late 
Minnesota senator that will be erected on the grounds of the State 
Capitol in St. Paul. 

General James Shields is described as the " most romantic figure 
in Minnesota history " in an account of his colorful career con­
tributed by Martin W. Odland to the Minneapolis Tribune of 
May I. About half of the article is devoted to the events that pre­
ceded Shields's arrival in Minnesota — his early life in Ireland, 
his experiences in Illinois, his brilliant exploits in the Mexican 
War, and his services as a United States senator from Illinois. 
His town-site activities after settling at Faribault in 1855 are 
touched upon, and his efforts to draw Irish immigrants to his 
colony at Shieldsville are described before the story of his second 
election to the United States Senate by the Minnesota legislature 
as one of the state's first two senators is told. " It cannot be said 
that Shields' election . . . was because of any prominence he had 
attained during his brief residence in Rice county or on account of 
any services he may have given the new state," writes Mr. Odland. 
" It was principally because of the great prestige that he brought 
with him from Vera Cruz, from Cerro Gordo, from Chapultepec, 
from Illinois, from Washington. His fame was nation-wide, trans­
cending by far that of any other citizen of Minnesota." Accounts 
of Shields's experiences in the Civil War and of his third election 
to the Senate, from Missouri, complete the story of this pic­
turesque figure. 

The fiftieth anniversary of Pillsbury Academy at Owatonna 
was the occasion for elaborate commencement exercises from June 
I to 6. Dr. James W. Ford, principal of the school from 1889 to 
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1904, delivered an address entitied " Personal Recollections of 
Honorable C^orge A. Pillsbury," and Mr. Mark H. Dunnell 
spoke on the history of the academy. The latter address is pub­
lished in the Daily People's Press of Owatonna for June 5. Pic­
tures of the academy's first building, of the present campus, and 
of a number of early instructors also appear in this issue. 

The mission established by the Reverend Jedediah D. Stevens 
on Wabasha Prairie in 1839 is the subject of a sketch in the 
Winona Republican-Herald for June 25. An account of the life 
of the missionary's adopted daughter, Mathilda Jane, is included. 

The experiences of Mrs. Albert Hotaling of Mankato as a 
captive among the Indians after the Lake Shetek massacre are 
described in the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for 
June 24. Portraits of Mrs. Hotaling and of her father, Thomas 
Ireland, another survivor of the Indian attack, appear with the 
article. 

In a pamphlet entitled The Heroine of Lake Shetek in Minne­
sota: A Western Historical Fragment Interwoven with Pennsyl­
vania (Altoona, Pennsylvania, 1923. 10 p.), John C. French 
presents the story of the experiences of Mrs. Alomina Hurd in the 
Sioux War of 1862. The narrative appears to follow almost word 
for word the account published in 1864 in Bryant and Murch's 
History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians (p. 367—375). 
This material is " interwoven with Pennsylvania " by the addition 
of some information about Mrs. Hurd's later life as the wife of 
E. G. Woodward at Roulette, Pennsylvania. 

An historical romance centering about the last Indian uprising 
in the United States, the Leech Lake outbreak of October, 1898, 
has recently come from the pen of Mr. Eddy Billberg, under the 
title In the Land of the Chippewa: A True Blue Story of the 
Last Indian Outbreak in America (Minneapolis, 1927. 126 p.). 
As cowboy, timber cruiser, railroad construction official, and gov­
ernment scout in an Indian campaign, the hero typifies the chang­
ing life of the frontier, and his problems are those of many early 
settlers in northern Minnesota. The author knows this section 
well, and he presents a vivid picture of the Leech Lake, Cass Lake, 
and Red Lake regions in the late nineties. He breaks into his 
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narrative about half way through the book to insert as a chapter 
a reprint of Dr. Louis Roddis' article on " The Last Indian Up­
rising in the United States" (see ante, 3:273-290), and he 
allows this article to give the account of the actual fighting at 
Sugar Point. Several extracts from issues of the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press bearing upon the general situation during the crucial days 
of late September and early October, 1898, also are given. Inter­
esting pictures of the town of Bemidji about 1898, of the Chip­
pewa chief for whom the town was named, and of scenes con­
nected with the Leech Lake uprising illustrate the story. 

How Anson Northup dragged a steamboat across the snow-
covered Minnesota prairies in order to have it ready for naviga­
tion on the Red River in the spring of 1858 and win a bonus 
offered by the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce is related in a 
feature article in the magazine section of the Minneapolis Journal 
for May 29. The attempt to take the steamboat " Freighter " up 
the Minnesota and through Big Stone Lake and Lake Traverse to 
the Red River also is described. Some unusually interesting illus­
trations which appear with the article show Fort Abercrombie in 
the sixties, the steamboat " International" on the Red River, and 
Fargo in pioneer days. In a letter to the editor of the Journal, 
published on June 12, Captain Fred A. Bill of St. Paul comments 
on the article and gives some of his own reminiscences of Red 
River steamboating. 

The diary kept by Mrs. Lucy A. Ide in 1878 on an overland 
journey from Mondovi, Wisconsin, through Winona and southern 
Minnesota and west to Washington Territory is published under 
the title " In a Prairie Schooner, 1878 " in the Washington His­
torical Quarterly for April. Mrs. Ide, who was one of a party of 
more than forty persons, thus records her impressions on May 3 
after the stop at Winona: " While the train was passing through 
the city, the people thought it was a circus and we occupants of 
the wagon, the wild animals I guess, as we did not feel very tame, 
as it is cold and snowy. We camp on the fair grounds and make 
quite a display." She adds that some members of the party 
" showed the white feather " by going to a hotel for the night. 
The rest remained in their tents or in the wagons and weathered 
the storm. " Lucinda and I got the supper as well as we could. 
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with half-frozen fingers; then tumbled ourselves into the wagon 
and covered up and soon were warm." 

Early American Inns and Taverns by Elise Lathrop (New 
York, 1926. 365 p.) in one chapter tells about " Some Middle 
Western Inns " and includes a brief passage about Minnesota that 
is based chiefly upon an early account of travel by Mrs. Elizabeth 
F. L. Ellet. " In St. Paul she found the Rice Hotel and stages, 
almost pioneer sight-seeing buses, ran three times daily between 
that city and St. Anthony, giving passengers views of the falls, 
several pretty lakes, and so forth. . . . She found three public 
houses in Stillwater, and two taverns at Taylor's Falls." The 
author makes special mention of the Sawyer House at Stillwater, 
built in 1856, and the Chicago House at Taylor's Falls, begun in 
1851 and finished the next year. 

A charming sketch of the life of Mrs. William Watts Folwell 
by E. B. Johnson is published in the Minnesota Alumni Weekly 
for April 23. 

Interesting views of " Minnesota Fifty Years Ago " have been 
appearing in the Sunday issues of the Minneapolis Journal. The 
series began on May i with an early print of Litchfield, and among 
the other pictures published is one of " Sauk Rapids from across 
the Mississippi river in 1877" and another of Rapidan Mills 
on the Blue Earth River. These two appear in the issues of the 
Journal for May 15 and July 10. Some of the pictures are taken 
from Andreas' Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minne­
sota, published in 1874. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The Roseau County Historical Society was organized in April 
at Roseau, and the following temporary officers were elected: 
Mr. E. E. Billberg, president; Mr. J. W. Durham, vice president; 
Mr. G. I. Brandt, secretary; and Mr. P. O. Fryklund, treasurer. It 
is announced that an associate secretary will be appointed for each 
township of the county, and that suitable headquarters will be 
established where historical objects and records can be preserved. 

In the early part of the summer the press carried reports of the 
opening of a county museum at Fergus Falls under the auspices of 
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the Woman's Club of that city. Quarters for the museum were 
established in the county courthouse, and for some weeks the 
exhibits were open to the public on Saturday afternoons. Because 
of the lack of a permanent place for the museum, the exhibits 
have since been placed temporarily in storage. The launching of 
this museum led to a public meeting on July 31 at Amor Park on 
Otter Tail Lake, called to consider the problem of local history 
activity. At this meeting, which was attended by about three hun­
dred people, including representatives of most of the sixty-two 
townships in the county. Dr. Solon J. Buck, superintendent of the 
Minnesota Historical Society, introduced a general discussion of 
local historical work and organization, calling attention to the value 
of local history and to the recent development of the county his­
torical society movement in Minnesota. After an informal dis­
cussion participated in by Dr. O. N. Nelson of Battle Lake, the 
Honorable M. J. Daly of Perham, the Honorable J. B. Hompe of 
Deer Creek, Mr. Anton Thompson and Mr. Bronson Strain of 
Fergus Falls, and others, the Otter Tail County Historical Society 
was organized. Dr. Nelson was elected president, Mr. Thompson, 
vice president, and Mrs. W. L. Patterson of Fergus Falls, who has 
actively promoted the project on behalf of the Woman's Club, 
secretary-treasurer. An extensive account of the meeting appears 
in the Fergus Falls Tribune for August 4. 

A feature of the four-day celebration of the seventy-fifth anni­
versary of the founding of Mankato, from June 19 to 22, was an 
elaborate historical pageant presented on the last two evenings of 
the festival. The colorful history of the locality provided excellent 
material for a pageant. Scenes depicting early Indian life in the 
vicinity; the coming of Le Sueur; the treaty of Traverse des 
Sioux; the founding of the city in 1852; the arrival of groups of 
German, Welsh, and Scandinavian immigrants; and events of the 
Civil, Sioux, and World wars were included. At a meeting of the 
Mankato Old Settlers' Association on June 21, Mr. W. H. Pay 
outlined the history of Mankato and Miss May Fletcher told the 
story of the growth of the city's schools. A tablet marking the site 
of the first school in Mankato was placed by the local chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. Another event con­
nected with the anniversary celebration was a meeting of the Blue 
Earth County Historical Society. 
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The activities of the members of the family of James Hanna, a 
pioneer of Mankato, in the fields of education and religion in the 
frontier town of the fifties are described in an article in the Man­
kato Free Press for June 21. 

The story of the Graceville flour mill, which has been operating 
for more than forty years, is outlined in the Gra^evUle Enterprise 
for May 5. 

Recent installments of the series of local history articles in the 
Waconia Patriot (see ante, p. 208) include accounts of the early 
history and pioneer schools of (3amden Township, April 14 and 
21 ; sketches of some of the pioneers of Helvetia, May 12; and a 
description of early trails around Waconia, June 23. 

Some reminiscences of P. H. Arntzen of Leenthrop Township, 
Chippewa County, who came to Minnesota from Norway with his 
parents shortly after the Civil War, are published in the Monte­
video American for April 29. Of special interest are Mr. Arnt-
zen's boyhood impressions of the Norwegian attitude toward 
Lincoln. 

A home-coming celebration held at Spring Grove from June 10 
to 13 marked the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the 
town. 

At a celebration on July 3 and 4 of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the founding of Montgomery a monument commemorating the 
pioneers of the locality was dedicated. 

The old Sioux Trail, as recalled by certain pioneers of the Min­
nesota Valley, is the subject of a sketch published in the Mont­
gomery Messenger for April 15. It is one of a series of articles 
dealing with the history of the locality, which includes several on 
Kilkenny Township, Le Sueur County, published on April 22, 29, 
and May 6; and one on the town site of Lexington, printed on 
June 17. 

A somewhat detailed account of the history of Acoma appeared 
in the Hutchinson Leader for October 29, 1926 (see ante, p. i l i ) . 

Two pioneer educators of Hutchinson, W. W. Pendergast and 
H. L. Merrill, were honored on June 10, when tablets commemo-
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rating their services were unveiled in two local schools by former 
students. An account of the activities of these early teachers and a 
brief history of the Hutchinson schools are printed in the Hutchin­
son Leader for June 10. 

A bronze tablet attached to a boulder was unveiled on May 22 
on the site of old Fort Chanyaska in Martin County, one of the 
posts established for defense against the Indians during the Sioux 
War. 

A " Description of Pioneer Days in Renville County," by M. S. 
Spicer, who emigrated from New York after the Civil War and 
settled on Beaver Creek, appears in the " Greater Minnesota Edi­
tion " of the Renville Star Farmer on May 26. The issue also 
contains a record of the development of the Renville schools. 

More than a hundred people attended a dinner meeting of the 
Rice County Historical Society at Northfield on April 28. 
Reminiscences of pioneer days in Rice County were presented by 
Mrs. A. H. Pearson; Mr. Carl L. Weicht, editor of the Northfield 
News, outlined the history of the Northfield press; and Dr. Solon 
J. Buck of the Minnesota Historical Society pointed out some of 
the possibilities of research in local history. The papers by Mrs. 
Pearson and Mr. Weicht are published in the Northfield Inde­
pendent for May 5. f 

Some information about the history of Duluth Harbor is in­
cluded in an article on the famous aerial bridge which spans the 
ship canal between Duluth and Minnesota Point, in the magazine 
section of the St. Paul Pioneer Press for May i. 

Articles on Scott County pioneer life by Win V. Working con­
tinue to appear in the Belle Plaine Herald (see ante, p. 210). An 
account of the exj)eriences of Luke and Michael Skelly, who later 
settled in Tyrone Township, during the California gold rush of 
1849 appeared on April 7; sketches of some of the pioneers of the 
Rice Lake district were printed on June 2; and San Francisco, an 
abandoned village on the Minnesota River, was described on 
June 16. 

The fierce conflict between the Chippewa and the Sioux at 
Shakopee in 1858, as recalled by Jim Other Day, a Sioux survivor 
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of the battle, who still lives near Shakopee, is described in articles 
in the St. Paul Dispatch and the Minneapolis Journal of May 26. 

Benson thirty years ago is compared with the present city in a 
series of photographs with descriptive sketches published in the 
" Greater Minnesota Edition " of the Swift County Monitor of 
Benson for June 24. 

A history of Janesville is among the special articles published 
in the " Greater Minnesota Edition " of the Janesville Argus on 
May 26. Another interesting article outlines the history of the 
Argus and lists the newspapers published in Waseca County from 
i860 to 1887. 

An eight-day home-coming celebration at Stillwater opened with 
Pioneers' Day on June 27 and closed on July 4. Picturesque log­
ging days were recalled in a talk by Judge Edward Doe on the 
evening of June 27. 

The First Congregational Church of Monticello celebrated its 
seventy-first anniversary on May i. 

The attempt to establish a city known as Minnesota Falls on the 
Minnesota River near Granite Falls in the early seventies is the 
subject of an article in the Minneapolis Journal for April 20. The 
account is based upon the recollections of Mr. J. L. Putnam, who 
visited Minnesota Falls when it was known as the " head of navi­
gation on the Minnesota." A portrait of Mr. Putnam and an 
interesting view of Granite Falls in 1874 appear with the article. 

The annual meeting of the Hennepin County Territorial 
Pioneers' Association was held at the Godfrey House in Minnea­
polis on June i. Reminiscences of a number of pioneers who 
attended the meeting, including Mrs. Florence E. Lawrence and 
Mr. Barclay Cooper, are printed in a report of the gathering in the 
Minneapolis Journal for June 2. 

The story of " A Giri in Old St. Anthony, 1848-1927," as told 
by Mrs. Harriet Mousso to Miss Florence Lehmann, is published 
in two installments in the Minneapolis Journal for April 17 and 
24. Mrs. Mousso's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Cloutier, were 
French-Canadians who settled in St. Anthony in 1846. 
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The Twin Towns at the Falls of St. Anthony by Ruth Thomp­
son (Minneapolis, 1926. 36 p.) contains a number of charming 
sketches originally published in the Minneapolis Public Library's 
Community Bookshelf. The author first tells of Hennepin and 
Carver and a few later explorers whose travels brought them to 
the Falls of St. Anthony. " The Town of St. Anthony " is next 
discussed and special attention is given to the social life of the 
village. John H. Stevens' Personal Recollections of Minnesota 
and Its People supplies material for a vivid chapter entitled " ' All 
Saints,' the Settlement on the West Side of the River and How it 
Grew into the City of Minneapolis." In a section on early means 
of transportation the story of Captain John Tapper, ferryman, is 
told. Miss Thompson then sketches the beginnings of industrial 
development at the Falls of St. Anthony, tells of Fredrika 
Bremer's visit in 1850, discusses the " Youthful Pleasures of St. 
Anthony and Miss Minneapolis " and the beginnings of the city's 
park system, and finally describes " Old School Days in St. 
Anthony and,Minneapolis." 

An outline of the story of the old West Hotel of Minneapolis, 
which was opened in 1884, appears in the Minneapolis Tribune for 
June 5. 

The seventieth anniversary of Plymouth Congregational Church 
of Minneapolis was celebrated on April 28 with an elaborate pro­
gram representing the seven decades in fhe history of the congre­
gation. 

Members of Mount Zion Hebrew Congregation of St. Paul 
celebrated the seventieth anniversary of the founding of their 
church on April 8 and 9. A special " Anniversary Program," 
issued in connection with the celebration, includes a chronological 
history of the congregation and pictures of the temples which it 
has occupied since 1871. 
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