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George Croghan and the Westward Movement, 1741—1782. By
ALBERT T . VOLWILER. (Cleveland, The Arthur H. Clark
Company, 1926. 370 p. Illustrations, maps.)
Near the conclusion of his volume. Professor Volwiler voices
the opinion, not unusual among biographers, that the subject of
his study is entitled to considerably more attention than he has
received from historians, and in this instance the reviewer is in
full agreement. The average person knows little or nothing of
George Croghan, notwithstanding the fact that from 1741 until
near the close of the Revolution he was one of the most significant
figures associated with that phase of the westward movement
which was taking place in western Pennsylvania and the Ohio
Valley. His career during that period is in fact almost an epitome
of the movement. After coming from Ireland to America in
1741, Croghan proceeded to the frontier of Pennsylvania, where
he almost immediately entered the fur trade. His restless activity,
which carried him deep into the country claimed by the French,
was an important contributing factor in precipitating the final
phase of the struggle between the English and French for supremacy in the West. He ceased to be so actively interested in
the fur trade after about 1754, and for many years thereafter devoted himself largely to Indian affairs, at first in an effort to
bring the struggle with the French to a successful conclusion. At
the close of the war he made two important journeys to the Illinois
country to prepare the way for British occupation. From 1756
until 1772 he served as deputy superintendent of Indian affairs
under Sir William Johnson, with immediate supervision of the
tribes in Pennsylvania and the Ohio Valley. Throughout his
career Croghan was also interested in western lands, both as an
individual speculator and as a promoter of land companies and
colonizing projects. While his efforts resulted in failure, so far
as his ultimate personal fortunes were concerned, they reflect the
tendencies of the period. Croghan's importance is in part revealed
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in his relations with certain of the most prominent persons in
eighteenth-century America — men like George Washington,
Benjamin Franklin, Sir William Johnson, and (General Gage, to
name only a few.
Professor Volwiler's volume is a distinct contribution to the
scientific study of the American frontier. He has carefully avoided the dangers of either narrowly local or biographical treatment.
The emphasis of his interpretation is upon the westward movement rather than upon George Croghan, though the personality of
his subject is by no means neglected. There are any number of
illuminating generalizations with regard to such matters as the
fur trade and land speculation, a type of contribution in which
many monographs are sadly deficient. The arrangement is primarily topical rather than chronological and is well adapted to the
general method of treatment. The author appears to have made
exhaustive use of the material relating to his subject, both in published and manuscript form and it will probably be long before
his work is superseded by any important discovery of new material.
It is refreshing to have this new evidence that the study of the
westward movement is no longer being approached from a purely
local viewpoint. One lays down the volume with a new impression of the unity of the frontier, both geographically and in point
of time. Fortunately, the state historical societies of the Middle
West have become the leading exponents of this new conception
and are in many cases pooling their resources for a scientific study
of the subject. Professor Volwiler has added much to our understanding of the westward movement in the Ohio Valley during
the middle eighteenth century. Similar studies covering the
regions to the northwest and southwest will be welcomed and will
doubtless be forthcoming in due time. One method of approach
might be through further biographical studies of similarly significant figures, studies which, like the present volume, shall emphasize the environment in which men lived and the significance
of their contribution to the great movements of which they were
a part.
W A Y N E E . STEVENS
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The Quebec Act: A Study in Statesmanship. By REGINALD
CouPLAND, fellow of All Souls College, Beit professor of
colonial history in the University of Oxford. (Oxford, The
Clarendon Press, 1925. 224 p.)
Students of American history have a twofold interest in the
Quebec Act. In the first place, by reason of its boundary provisions, it became the basic law for the vast region extending north
and west from the Ohio River to the Mississippi, during the period
from 1775, when it went into effect, until the close of the Revolution. In the second place, the circumstances which led to the passage of the measure, as well as its results, had a vital bearing upon
the revolutionary movement in the southern colonies. The author
states that he is not particularly concerned with the western aspect
of the Quebec Act. Consequently, the volume before us really
adds nothing to our information about the reasons which influenced
the British ministry to include in the northern province the hinterland extending down to the Ohio River. The conclusions already
reached by Alvord in The Mississippi Valley in British Politics
and by Coffin in The Province of Quebec and the Early American Revolution are accepted in the main.
Professor Coupland's principal object is to discover the extent
to which the Quebec Act determined the allegiance of the English
and French inhabitants of Canada in 1775 and during the years
that followed. He says, in fact, that his purpose is to explain why
Canada remained loyal to Great Britain at the time of the American Revolution. The first three chapters of the volume trace the
genesis of the act and describe in considerable detail the struggle
between the " old " and the " new " subjects of Britain in Canada
over questions of government, law, and religion in the province.
The conclusion reached is that the British government showed
statesmanship of a high order in arriving at the solution embodied
in the act. While imperfect and at best transitional in character,
it represented a sincere effort to conciliate and render justice to
the recently conquered French inhabitants, a policy which bore
fruit in 1775, when the southern colonies endeavored with success
to shake their allegiance. As regards the motives which influenced
the leading British subjects to remain loyal, one cannot help won-
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dering what effect their connection with the fur trade may have
had. The conquest of Canada by the Americans would certainly
have been disastrous to their trading interests.
The volume is a work of real distinction, both as to method and
content. It contains much that will be of interest to the average
student of American history and certain things that may even be
regarded as indispensable. Incidentally, it reflects an increasing
interest on the part of English scholars in the subject of American history.
W. E. S.
Village Laws and Government in Minnesota (University of Minnesota Bureau for Research in Government, Publications, no.
6). By HARVEY WALKER, staff member. League of Minnesota Municipalities. (Minneapolis, University of Minnesota
Press, 1927. iv, 175 p. Map.)
There are in Minnesota 633 villages, or, in other words, as many
municipal corporations operating under a form of local government prescribed by legislative statutes and labeled villages as distinct from cities, boroughs, or towns. Some of these village
communities, when measured by population statistics, are small
in size; there is, for instance, Turtle River in Beltrami County
with only seventy-four inhabitants in 1920. Others are large, for
example Hibbing with a population of 15,089. Sixty-five in
number are operating under special charters; the remainder are
governed by the general village laws of 1885 or 1905. Not until
this volume on village laws and government was prepared by Mr.
Walker has there been available any single account or description
of all the laws and their application to the individual village. That
the publication of this excellent book will be of unusual benefit to
village officials in particular and to all students of municipal government in general goes without saying.
The author presents to the reader in his first chapter the story
of the official settlements and incorporations of the early towns
and places in Minnesota up to the year 1865, when the last town
was established. He has pictured these in a map and described
in summary the contents of each of the special acts of incorpora-
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tion passed by the legislature. The second chapter introduces not
only the first official village, Mankato, incorporated as such on
March 2,1865, but also additional villages and boroughs organized
under special acts from the year 1865 to the year 1875, when
there was passed a so-called " general" law, which is fully described. This law of 1875, while called " general," related only
to villages thereafter organized by special act. It was not, therefore, strictly general in application. In one sense it merely gave
evidence of a growing and insistent desire on the part of the legislature to avoid the bother and time consumed in passing a new and
lengthy statute every time a village came into existence. But it
did serve as the forerunner of the first attempt in 1883 to secure
a real general law, if we may ignore the territorial law of 1851
because of its non-use. The 1883 law, however, was negatived by
the supreme court in 1884 on grounds that it constituted a delegation of legislative powers to district courts. Thus the attempted
legislation of 1883 was only one step in the social process that
cleared the way for the first established and continuing general
law, that of 1885, which today actually comprises the charters
for 353 communities.
Chapter 3 describes in detail the 1885 law. The fourth chapter
considers the general law of 1905 imder which 212 villages are
now operating and under which all new villages must be incorporated. The remaining chapters give pertinent information regarding laws applying in any way to all villages and indicate the
procedures whereby an unorganized community may incorporate
as a village, or how a village operating under special act or under
the general law of 1885 may reincorporate under the 1905 law.
Lastly, to complete the story, the reader is informed how a village
may become a city operating under a home rule charter.
Not of least value in the volume are the tables and descriptive
material found in the appendix, giving ( i ) a list of all incorporated towns in Minnesota with the dates of incorporation and their
present status; (2) a complete picture of the legal status, location
by county, and population of every village, with reference to the
statutes under which each is operating; (3) a reprint of the general law of 1885 as amended to date; and (4) a summary of all
general laws applying to villages.
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The careful and thorough investigation of Mr. Walker has
brought forth one outstanding contribution in the form of a partial discovery. Strange as it may seem, prior to Mr. Walker's
disclosure it has been a common yet erroneous belief among many
municipal officials that the 1905 general law repealed and entirely
superseded the 1885 law and that all villages operating under
the 1885 law were automatically brought under the 1905 law. So
widespread was this conception that it may in part account for
the absence of the law in the General Statutes of 1923. While
the 1905 law does specifically repeal the 1885 law, Mr. Walker
emphasizes the fact that the 1905 law applies only to those villages
which shall either voluntarily by resolution reincorporate under
its provisions or become organized subsequent to its effective date.
This implies, in the absence of the passage of a resolution expressly signifying a change in status, that the villages incorporated
under the 1885 law shall continue thereunder. Unfortunately
many of the 353 villages which are now legally governed by this
act have actually been conducting their official affairs under the
1905 law. Mr. Walker has now made definite the status of each
village and clarified the existing confusion. Let us hope that
this enlightenment will not cause too many practical difficulties
in the unraveling process.
MORRIS B . LAMBIE

Indian Chiefs of Southern Minnesota. By THOMAS HUGHES.
(Mankato, Free Press Company, 1927. 132 p. Illustrations.)
Scattered bits of material about the Sioux and Winnebago
chiefs and headmen of the Minnesota bands are to be found in
many places, but it is only by gathering all this information together, comparing, sifting, and testing it with known historical
facts and finally setting down the results, that satisfactory biographical sketches can be compiled.
Mr. Thomas Hughes, the indefatigable historian of the Minnesota River country, has performed this useful service in the book
under review for some twenty-five Sioux and eight Winnebago
chiefs and leaders of the Mississippi and Minnesota River groups.
He has supplemented the written material with oral statements
obtained from some of the prominent pioneers and missionaries
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who knew the subjects of the sketches, and has brought to light
some new material. Further, the passage of years has wiped out
much of the bitterness that formerly existed against many of these
Indians as a result of the outbreak of 1862 and has made possible
a fairer estimate of their careers. Little Crow, for example, who
was once pictured as the man responsible for the horrors of the
massacre, is now shown to have faced his angry warriors with a
bitter rebuke upon the madne.ss of their course while agreeing to
do his duty to the death as their war leader. To him was due the
escape of a considerable number of persons from the Lower Agency, and only participation in actual battles could be charged against
his account. One might, however, question the categorical statement on page 34 that Little Crow " was the only one who made
an effort to punish Inkpadutah, and if the military at Ft. Ridgely
had given him proper aid, he would have wiped out that cutthroat
gang of out-laws." Certainly Agent Flandrau, Captain Bee, Governor Medary, and others did their level best to capture and punish the outlaw band, but only infantry and artillery were available,
and little could be accomplished without the aid of cavalry to
pursue the Indians. If there was mismanagement, it was on the
part of the commissioner of Indian affairs, who, from the vantage point of an office chair a thousand miles away, undertook to
handle the capture of a small band of Sioux Indians in their
home country.
A large number of the pictures in the book are reproductions
of original pencil sketches made by Frank B. Mayer in 1851,
which are now preserved in the Ayer Collection in the Newberry
Library, Chicago; and Mr. A. Anderson of Mankato, who has
drawn most of the other illustrations, has been very skillful in
harmonizing the style of his sketches with that of Mayer's.
Attractive as the result is, one might well question whether it
would not have been better to reproduce photographs of some of
the important characters, such as Sibley, Joseph R. Brown, and
Dr. John P. Williamson, instead of sketches of them. The book
is interesting reading, and it affords a good deal of useful information about the Indian chiefs and leaders of pioneer days in
Minnesota.
WILLOUGHBY M . BABCOCK
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Prehistoric Man in Iowa. By CHARLES R . KEYES. {The Palimpsest, vol. 8, no. 6, June, 1927. p. 185-229.)
This number of The Palimpsest is devoted to five brief but
valuable articles by Professor Charles R. Keyes, director of the
Iowa Archeological Survey, upon the significance of archeological
work, its problems and methods, and some of the results being
obtained in that state.
The opening article discusses the problem " Who and Whence "
as applied to the race of Indians, and reasserts the identity of the
so-called " mound builders" with the ancestors of the present
Indians. Mr. Keyes adopts the theory of Asiatic origin for the
Indians, a theory which has much to support it but which is not
as yet definitely established. His second article, " Tribes, Stocks,
and Cultures" gives some useful definitions of terms used by
anthropologists, and discusses briefly the importance of language
in the determination of the relationship of the various tribes.
The last three articles, " In Quest of Facts," " Ancient Sites,"
and " Prehistoric Cultures," deal more particularly with the
archeology of Iowa, and present considerable new material. Especially interesting is the revelation of the part which caverns and
rock shelters played in the culture of a certain relatively small
section of east central Iowa.
Mr. Keyes attempts merely to give an inkling of the possibilities
in Iowa archeology with a view to arousing the people of the state
to a realization of the desirability of a more exhaustive study of
prehistory. His enthusiasm and his faculty for discussing archeology in popular terms make the series of articles very interesting
reading.
W. M. B.

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES
From the society's lantern slide collection, which now numbers
more than five hundred items, lists of available slides are being
prepared to accompany lectures on various aspects of Minnesota
history, and a distributing system is being planned whereby such
lectures may be made available to the people of the state. The
society desires to make its collection a comprehensive one and
would be glad to receive gifts of slides dealing with the history,
geography, ethnology, and the industries of Minnesota.
The series of four illustrated public lectures given by the members of the staff at the Historical Building during the spring was
repeated at the University of Minnesota for the students of the
summer session in June and July.
Fifty-one additions to the active membership of the society have
been made during the quarter ending June 30, 1927. The names
of the new members, grouped by counties, follow:
BELTRAMI : Charles W. Stanton of Bemidji.
BROWN : Nicolaus Henningsen of New Ulm.
H E N N E P I N : Mrs. Arnold L. Guesmer of Excelsior; Caldusarius Bard of Hopkins; William H. Bovey, Harold C. Core,
Albert H. Crosby, James M. Dain, Charles F. Deaver, William
S. Dwinnell, Welles Eastman, James W. Falconer, Henry C.
Flannery, Rebecca George, Raymond A. Jackson, Anna M. S.
Klint, William H. Levings, Frederick W. Lyman, Silas McClure,
Minnesota Neill, Alfred F. Pillsbury, Mrs. Selma P. Spiess, William H. Sudduth, Henri Verbrugghen, Charles R. Williams, and
William O. Winston, Jr., all of Minneapolis.
KANDIYOHI : Peter B. Hong and Henry G. Young of Willmar.
LAC QUI PARLE : Halvor L. Sorknes and Charles F. Thiele of
Madison.
RAMSEY: Moncrief M. Cochran, Mrs. James D. Denegre,
Minerva L. Dickey, (jeorge H. Hess, Jr., Engebreth H. Hobe,
Alice Hosmer, Martin L. Jacobson, (Tharles E. Keller, August
J. Lindvall, Harry L. Mundy, Paul N. Myers, George H. Prince,
Mrs. Mary S. Schmidt, John P. Upham, Paul C. Weed, and
Charles Weinhagen, all of St. Paul.
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RENVILLE: Frank Hopkins of Fairfax, and Mrs. Vesta C.
Armstrong of Olivia.
ROSEAU : Eddy E. Billberg of Roseau.
W I N O N A : Paul P. Thompson of Winona.
NONRESIDENT : Captain James P. Murphy of Washington, D. C.

The New Ulm Turnverein has been enrolled as an institutional
member of the society.
The society lost seven active members by death during the three
months ending June 30: Dr. James K. Hosmer of Minneapolis,
May 11; the Reverend Theodore C. Hudson of Paynesville, May
23; Henry E. Huntington of San Gabriel, California, May 2 3 ;
C)harles D. Johnson of Brainerd, May 2; George E. Perley of
Moorhead, May 17; Charles W. Stanton of Bemidji, June 2; and
Edward B. Young of St. Paul, May 25. The deaths of Mrs.
Albert W. Hastings of Minneapolis on August 8, 1926, and George
W. AUyn of Madison Lake, on January 14, 1927, have not previously been reported in this magazine.
The original colors of the society's oil painting of Lieutenant
Pike, the explorer, were to a considerable extent obscured at some
time in the past by slowly accumulated dirt, and as a result the
portrait has been dim and unsatisfactory. Recently the canvas was
carefully cleaned and the painting now stands out so fresh and
clear that it is almost as if a new portrait of Pike had been discovered. A similar treatment has been given the portrait of Louis
Hennepin presented to the society some years ago by the late
Mrs. James J. Hill.
" The Chippewa Indians of Minnesota " was the subject of a
talk by Dr. Buck given before a dining club at the University of
Minnesota on April 12. Dr. Blegen gave the Cap and Gown Day
address at Hamline University on April 6 on " Time Binding and
the New Age," and spoke on the study of state and local history
the next day at a meeting in Red Wing of the Goodhue County
Historical Society. Other recent talks by him were on " Paul
Bunyan " to the Civitan Club of St. Paul, on " Ole Rynning:
Trail Blazer " to the Men's Club of Bethlehem Lutheran Church
of Minneapolis, on " Interpreting Minnesota " before the Newport
Women's Club, and on the study of Minnesota population and
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settlement to a history class at the University of Minnesota. Dr.
Nute participated in the program of a meeting of the Excelsior
Colony of New England Women in June by reading her essay on
pioneer women printed in the present number of the magazine.
An unusually large number of readers — most of them students
— drew upon material in the society's manuscript collection during
the quarter ending June 30. In all there were 124, as compared
with 55 in the corresponding quarter of 1926.
At the last meeting of the executive council, on April 11, the
curator of the museum, Mr. Babcock, spoke on " The Place of the
Museum of History in the Modern World."
Miss Elizabeth Ewing has resigned her position as reference
assistant in the society's library after two years of service and is
to be married. Another resignation is that of Miss Constance
Humphrey, who has been assistant cataloguer for two years. She
will attend the library school of Columbia University during the
coming year. Her place has been filled by the appointment of Miss
Leone Ingram, a graduate of Carleton College, who will take up
her duties on October i.
FUR-TRADE RECORDS

Though historians have recognized for some time the importance
of the fur trade in the development of Minnesota, no thorough
study of that industry has ever been made. A lack of information
about details has been responsible, in part at least, for this failure
to deal with such an interesting phase of local history. Only a few
fur-traders' books have been preserved for the Minnesota region,
notably those of Henry H. Sibley, Martin McLeod, and Alexis
Bailly. Though these are extremely valuable and have been used
in certain instances to good advantage by historians, they are too
few and particularistic to supply the necessary material for broad
generalizations about the fur trade. They do not enable the student to see the fur-trade regime in the large.
As soon as the papers of the American Fur Company were discovered in the library of the New York Historical Society, it was
realized that this situation could be remedied to a considerable
extent by obtaining copies of pertinent documents in that collec-
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tion. The collection as a whole, which was appraised in a recent
article in the American Historical Review by Dr. Grace Lee Nute
(see ante, p. 198), contains not only the correspondence of the
chief fur-trading company in the Northwest, but also its account
books. During the past few years the society has been securing
photostatic copies of selected letters in this rich collection. Until
recently, however, no attempt has been made to copy the statistical
data that are to be found in the ledgers and other volumes of the
company's archives. Within the last few months several hundred
sheets in the volumes marked " Furs and Skins," " Receiving
Books," " Shipments," and " Accounts Sales and Accounts Current " have been photostated for the society. These show for the
outfits and departments about the head of Lake Superior and along
the upper Mississippi the numbers of packs sent to New York
warehouses, the numbers and kinds of furs and skins in each pack,
the outfits from which they were received, the manner of selling
them, the names of the purchasers, the prices received, and similar
details. Thus a vast amount of data on the trade during the days
when the American Fur Company was a power in Minnesota and
the Northwest has been made available to students who cannot use
the original documents in New York. In addition to this statistical material the society has also secured photostatic copies of all
letters in the collection for 1836 and 1837 that it considers important for the Minnesota region. Letters for earlier years have
previously been selected and copied in this way and similar selections will be made for the succeeding years.
N E W SIBLEY PAPERS

Photostatic copies of a dozen or more Henry Hastings Sibley
letters and papers, the originals of which are in the Solomori
Sibley Papers in the Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit
Public Library, have recently been added to the rich treasures of
Sibley manuscript material that the society possesses.
These new Sibley papers contain many interesting details about
the experiences from 1838 to 1841 of the famous fur-trader who
later became the first governor of the state of Minnesota. The
letters were written to his family and in them are revealed his
solicitude for his mother's health, his frank unburdening of his

1927

NEW

SIBLEY

PAPERS

295

heart to his parents, his evident concern about sisters, cousins, and
other relatives, and his fresh interest in his work and environment.
St. Peter's in 1839 was not too far from Detroit for a fond mother
to ship a box of tidbits, for in one letter of that year Sibley writes
thus to his father, " I wish you would tell Mamma that I am luxuriating still on her cakes and pickles."
Sibley was destined to spend the rest of his life in Minnesota,
but the fact was not yet clear to him in 1839, when he wrote, " I
think it probable now that I shall leave this country next year, if
I can arrange my affairs satisfactorily, and sell out my investments
without much sacrifice, although was I to consult pecuniary interests alone, I should remain as the country is graduajly becoming
settled, and my standing among business men, would afford me
ample means of establishing myself permanently and with fine
prospects, even though I should no longer remain connected with •
the American Fur Company."
Matters great and small jostle each other in these chatty letters
home. Thus in one, in which Sibley comments on the excitement
over the Maine boundary question, a postscript adds, " You will
doubtless smile at the juxtaposition of two paragraphs which refer
to the settlement of a great national question, and the welfare of
my dog."
Another letter, dated November 5, 1839, tells of a journey on
which Sibley conducted a party of Sioux to Red Cedar River, a
tributary of the Des Moines close to the territory of the Foxes
and Sacs, mortal enemies of his companions. After leaving the
Sioux on their hunting grounds and going to Prairie du Chien
Sibley wrote:
Intelligence has just been received that the Foxes have attacked a
Winnebago camp immediately in the vicinity of the Red Cedar, and
which I passed on way hither, and have destroyed 14 and taken
two prisoners. This occurred nine days since and the very day
after I passed the Winnebago encampment. I must have been seen
with my two men by the Foxes, as their route towards the Winnebagoes must have conducted them within a short distance of my
camp. I was happily not molested if such was the case. I say
happily for a war party of savages are no respecters of persons. I
am now waiting with much anxiety to learn whether the Sioux
have escaped being attacked, especially as I left them with one of
my clerks and two other whites or rather half breeds who in case
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of an attack at night (as is the Indian custom) would be in as
much peril as the Sioux themselves. . . . So much for my Red
Cedar adventure. I was with the Indians about a month. We
lived well upon deer. Elk, &c. and in the hunting I performed my
part having killed two large Elk, deer &c.
ACCESSIONS

Of outstanding importance is the acquisition by the society of
copies of the diaries kept by Alexander Ramsey, the first governor
of Minnesota Territory, covering the period from 1849 to 1854.
The originals are owned by Governor Ramsey's daughter, Mrs.
Charles E. Furness of St. Paul, a member of the society's executive council, who has kindly made the copies and presented them
to the society. The diaries begin just prior to Ramsey's journey
to Minnesota in 1849, ^^^ include interesting details about the
trip. The arrival of the governor in the new territory, his meetings with leading citizens, the political situation, the problem of
Indian treaty making — these are among the subjects upon which
his impressions are recorded. The governor and his wife were
the leaders of the social life of the capital, and there are numerous
entries that tell of dinners, balls, visits to the Falls of St. Anthony,
and other characteristic features of that life. The diaries supplement the comprehensive collection of Ramsey's correspondence
already in the possession of the society. Students of Minnesota
history will be grateful to Mrs. Furness for thus making available
for study a source of great importance. As she has opportunity
she will copy the rest of her father's diaries for the society.
An important recent accession is a photostatic copy of the diar>'
kept by the famous scientific explorer and geographer, David
Thompson, on his travels from the Mouse River to the Red River
of the North, Red Lake, Sandy Lake, and Lake Superior in 1798.
Though this log, as Thompson called it, is largely statistical, it
includes a number of general remarks about the country through
which the explorer passed. The original Thompson diaries are
preserved in the Department of Public Records and Archives in
Toronto.
Interesting documents in the war department files at Washington relating to Pike's expedition to the upper Mississippi country
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in 1805 are disclosed in installments of the calendars of northwestern material in the national archives received recently through
the Conference of Historical Agencies in the Upper Mississippi
Valley. These are mainly letters about conferences and agreements with the Sioux and Chippewa Indians for the purpose of
fortifying the region against British traders, especially at the
mouth of the St. Croix River and at the Falls of St. Anthony. A
card for a letter from (General James Wilkinson, found in the same
file of papers, reveals the fact that in 1805 he recommended that
a fort be established at the mouth of the St. Louis River. Other
material covered includes correspondence in the archives of the
railroads division of the General Land Office containing many
letters relating to the administration of the land grants for railroads in Minnesota.
Photostatic copies of five small volumes containing diary
entries, maps, and astronomical observations from the collection
of Joseph N. Nicollet Papers in the Library of Congress have been
acquired (see ante, 4:282). These volumes pertain to Nicollet's
explorations of the upper Mississippi region from 1836 to 1838.
For the study of Indian and French place names in Minnesota, of
sites of trading posts and mission stations, and of geographical
knowledge of the region in the late thirties they are of exceptional
value.
A few papers of the noted trader. Dr. Charles W. Borup, including a fur-trading agreement, commissions, warrants, and naturalization papers, have been presented by his granddaughter, Mrs.
James D. Denegre of St. Paul. The trade agreement, dated at
Washington, D. C , on March 16, 1853, was between Pierre
Chouteau, Jr., and Company and Borup, Henry H. Sibley, and
F. B. Sibley. One part of it provides for the termination of the
interest of Henry H. Sibley in the trade in case he should be
appointed governor of Minnesota Territory.
Mrs. Denegre has also presented an interesting diary kept
by John Neeley Simpson on a journey in Virginia in February, 1799. The diarist went from Baltimore to Culpeper
Court House and Charlottesville, then over the Blue Ridge, and
to a farm near Fincastle. On the return he passed through
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Greensville on the road from Lexington to Winchester. " I could
not refrain smiling," he writes, " at seeing on a tavern keepers
sign with something a little in the figure of a man of a very
grotesque form very knock kneed, his feet turned directly out and
his arms akimbo with President Adams underneath to let people
know who he was." The diary contains many informing observations on social and economic conditions in the region traversed.
A number of commissions and certificates issued to Alexander
Wilkin, secretary of Minnesota Territory from 1851 to 1853 and a
noted officer in the Civil War, have been presented with some other
papers by Mr. A. M. Coleman of Goshen, New York.
In rummaging through a family home in Cooperstown, New
York, Dr. James Ferguson of St. Paul recently discovered more
than seventy-five letters written by members of the Cory family
from St. Paul, Wabasha, and Fort Totten, Dakota Territory, in
the period from 1854 to 1878. These letters have been added by
Dr. Ferguson to the other family papers that he presented some
two years ago (see ante, 6: 72). This collection as a whole now
affords scores of interesting bits of description, gossip, and narrative from which can be constructed a vivid and interesting mosaic
of home life on the Minnesota frontier. Especially interesting is
one letter telling how Thanksgiving was celebrated in St. Paul in
1856.
The society has acquired abstracts of the Minnesota entries in
the copyright division of the Library of Congress for the period
from 1859 to 1870. Books, maps, pictures, and miscellaneous
items are listed.
The society's collection of the papers of Joel B. Bassett, the
Indian agent for the Minnesota Chippewa from 1865 to 1869,
has been much enlarged by the gift of a number of vouchers,
reports, and miscellaneous papers from his son, Mr. William L.
Bassett of Los Angeles (see ante, 6: 73).
The diary kept by Mrs. Thaddeus P. Grout while on a covered
wagon journey from central Wisconsin to Luverne, Minnesota,
from May 15 to June 18, 1873, has recently been copied by the
society through the kindness of Mrs. Grout. The entries tell of
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camping sites, scenery, the execrable roads, sod huts, new towns,
and various other matters.
A file of the Nininger City " boosting " newspaper, the Emigrant Aid Journal of Minnesota, has been presented by Mr.
Malcolm M. Willey of Dartmouth College, Hanover, New
Hampshire. The first number was issued on December i, 1856,
and though the name of Nininger City appears under the heading,
the issue was actually printed in Philadelphia. The editors were
Ignatius Donnelly and Philip Rohr. The first two pages are
printed in English and the last two in German. Special attention
is given to the prospects of Nininger City and to the Minnesota
Emigrant Aid Association. The emigrant was strongly urged to
come to Minnesota. " In Illinois he will be met by the Illinois
Central Railroad and the fever and the ague," runs one article.
In Iowa he will be greeted " by land speculators who infest the
State like a famine. In Minnesota alone he will find an excellent
soil, a fine climate, a healthy temperature and a pre-emption law."
The second number, which was not issued until June 20, 1857,
carried the name of A. W. MacDonald as editor. Among other
items this issue contains a fanciful sketch of a visit to America
in the year 4796 A. D. The imaginary traveler finds that the
population of New York City in that year was 4,892,568. That of
Nininger was 4,981,947. More to the point is a prophetic mention
of a crossing of the Atlantic in thirty-six hours " by means of a
new invention." This file of the Emigrant Aid Journal — the only
one known to be in existence —- ends with the issue for May 5,
1858, number 32 of volume i.
A recent accession of source material on the Sioux War involves
a somewhat interesting story of manuscript hunting. After the
outbreak in the summer of 1862 a military commission convened
at Camp Release for the trial of the Indians and half-breeds
charged with outrages against the white settlers. Nearly four
hundred cases were tried, with witnesses for both the accused and
the prosecution. Careful records were made of each case including the charges, the evidence, the prisoner's plea, and the verdict.
Later all these records were sent to Washington, where they were
used by President Lincoln when he was reviewing the sentences
imposed by the commission. From that period until 1909 no trace
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of them could be found. Then Dr. William W. Folwell, already
embarked upon his researches in Minnesota history, instituted a
search, and with the aid of Senator Knute Nelson he found them
in the archives of the United States Senate. After Dr. Folwell
had made use of them they were again apparently lost until last
year. Then Dr. Newton D. Mereness, the Washington agent for
the Conference of Historical Agencies in the Upper Mississippi
Valley, located them in a special file of the Senate archives. The
society has now had photostatic copies made of the entire body of
records, which are of great importance for the history of the outbreak and for the biographies of four hundred Sioux Indians and
half-breeds. The material fills almost fourteen hundred pages.
A bound volume of the Louis Riel Rebel Trials of 1885, printed
in the Canadian Sessional Papers of 1886, has been presented by
Mr. W. J. Wright of Minneapolis. This copy was originally given
by J. A. (Thapleau, Canadian secretary of state in 1885, to Hugh
Richardson, the judge who tried the treason case of the leader of
the second Red River rebellion. The society has also acquired a
copy of the French version, entitled La Reine vs. Louis Riel
(Ottawa, 1886. 213 p.).
An important addition to the society's resources is the Edward
A. Bromley Collection of photographs, recently received from the
Bromley estate. It includes several thousand negatives and pictures, most of them of Minnesota pioneers and early scenes. Mr.
Bromley set himself the interesting task of preserving a pictorial
record of the history of Minnesota and through a long period was
an indefatigable collector. A part of the material that he accumulated has been acquired in the past by other institutions or by
individuals, but the balance, now received by the society, represents
the larger part of the original collection. In addition to the Minnesota pictures there are numerous views from Iowa, Wisconsin,
Montana, the Dakotas, and other western states.
Photographic copies of oil paintings of Major Lawrence Taliaferro and his wife, from the period of the famous Indian agent's
tenure of office in Minnesota, have been added to the picture
collection through the courtesy of the owner, Mrs. Fred Pesch of
St. Louis. All other known pictures of Taliaferro are from the
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Civil War period. Photographs of oil paintings of the explorer
and fur-trader, Alexander Henry, the elder, and his wife have
likewise been acquired through the courtesy of the heirs of the
Kittson family of St. Paul. Other recent accessions of pictures
include twenty-six photographs taken on the Columbia River Historical Expedition, given by Mr. Oscar Erickson of St. Paul; a
small photograph of the birthplace of the late Senator Knute
Nelson, given by Mr. Martin Odland of Robbinsdale; and an
original woodcut of the'execution of thirty-eight Sioux Indians at
Mankato, given by Mr. George J. Grabowenski of St. Paul.
Interesting recent additions to the domestic life collection
include candle moulds and dipping rods, a wooden bed wrench, a
small wooden spigot, a heavy tin bread pan, and a long-handled
iron shovel of the type used for an old-time fireplace, received
from Dr. James C. Ferguson of St. Paul; and a small skin trunk
bearing the initials " E. G.," once the property of the Reverend
Ezekiel Gear, the pioneer chaplain at Fort Snelling, received from
Mr. Charles M. Remey of Washington, D. C.
Recent additions to the costume collection include a black cashmere shawl, heavily embroidered, presented by Miss Belle McPhail
of St. Paul; and a black Chantilly lace shawl, an embroidered
neckerchief, and some articles of children's clothing, received from
the estate of the late Mrs. Ellen G. Bisbee of Minneapolis, through
the courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. G. S. Wilson of that city.
A good specimen of an Indian stone ax has been presented by
Mr. William Raths of North St. Paul. The ax was plowed up in
North St. Paul in May.
A set of five tools used in making wooden shoes in Germany
about a hundred years ago has been received from Mr. Henry
Kuhlmann of Norwood, through the courtesy of Mr. D. H. Kuhlmann of St. Paul.
A tin strong box used by the pioneer St. Paul firm of Borup and
Champlin and a wooden chest used by the banking house of
Borup and Oakes have been presented by Mrs. James D. Denegre
of St. Paul.
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Mrs. Denegre has also presented a dress sword, a military sash,
some dress epaulettes, shoulder knots, belts, and buttons, and a
Colt's revolver that belonged to her father. Colonel J. H. Simpson,
who was in charge of government road construction in Minnesota
from 1851 to 1856.
A pike pole and a peavey recently received from Mr. John Reilly
of Stillwater, through the courtesy of a lumberjack, Mr. Roy
Hennings of Minneapolis, together with a pair of spiked shoes
given by Mr. Hennings previously, form the nucleus of what'it is
hoped will become an extensive collection of objects illustrating
the history of lumbering in Minnesota.

N EW5AND COMMENT
Dr. John W. Oliver in the space of three printed pages in
History for April attempts to place before English readers the
status of " The Study of Local History in the United States of
America."
A Handbook of Historical and Patriotic Societies in New York
State, Including List of Local Historians has been issued by the
division of archives and history of the New York state department of education (Albany, 1926. 63 p.).
A valuable compendium entitled Indian Tribes and Missions:
A Handbook of General History of the North American Indians;
Early Missionary Efforts and Missions of the Episcopal Church
has been brought out by the Church Missions Publishing Company
(Hartford, Connecticut, 1926). One section of the volume deals
with " Missions to the Indians of the Middle West" and contains
considerable information about Minnesota missions. Among the
many illustrations accompanying this section are views of
" Heathen Indians in Old Days in Minnesota " ; the church, mission schoolhouse, and mission house of St. Columba in 1857; and
the Reverend J. Lloyd Breck with two Indians, J. Johnson
Enmegahbowh and Isaac Manitowab, a group picture made from
a daguerreotype.
In an article on " Indian Use of the Silver Gorget" by Arthur
Woodward in Indian Notes for October, 1926, a letter by
Lawrence Taliaferro dated March 3, 1832, is published, in which
the Minnesota Indian agent asks the secretary of war, Lewis
Cass, to send him " two large medals, six 2d and 10 3d sizes do.,
also thirty six Gordgets and ten common flags."
" Musical Composition among the American Indians " is discussed by Frances Densmore in the June issue of American
Speech.
A pamphlet on the Fishing Industry of the Great Lakes by
Walter Koelz, which has been issued by the bureau of fisheries of
303
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the department of commerce (Washington, 1926), contains brief
sketches of the history of the fishing industry on Lake Superior
and on Lake Michigan.
Under the title " Unsung (}eographer Predicted Mississippi's
Greatness in 1798," the story of David Thompson's explorations
and surveys in the Northwest is retold by Arthur Hawkes
in the Minneapolis Journal of May 22. Although Thompson's
Minnesota explorations are given greatest prominence in this
account, considerable space is devoted to a description of his notebooks and maps and to his operations in the Far West. The
author gives the following summary of the feats of this trading
surveyor: " He set forth in scientific detail, checked by innumerable astronomical observations, the main natural lines of travel in
a million and a quarter square miles of territory in Canada and
half a million in the United States. He discovered a new route
from Fort Churchill on Hudson's Bay to Lake Athabasca. He
discovered and used Howse and Athabasca Passes over the Rocky
Mountains. Until this century he was the only man to traverse
the whole length of the Columbia, long fabled as the Great River
of the West. He was the first to make extensive astronomical
observations around the headwaters of the Mississippi." A note
preceding the article announces the unveiling of a monument to
Thompson at Montreal on May 23, when speakers described him
as the " greatest land geographer the world has produced." An
excellent portrait of the explorer accompanies the article.
" On Steamship and Steamboat" is the title of the autobiography of William Cairncross, " deckhand, fireman, carpenter,
second mate " in service on the upper Mississippi, which has been
edited by Captain Fred A. Bill and has been appearing in installments in the Lake City Graphic-Republican since April 19.
A vivid and detailed account of Norwegian pioneering on the
Dakota prairies in the vicinity of Yankton is published under the
title Some Pioneers and Pilgrims on the Prairies of Dakota, or
from the Ox Team to the Aeroplane, edited by the Reverend John
B. Reese assisted by H. B. Reese (Mitchell, South Dakota, 1920.
95 P-)-

1927

NEWS

AND COMMENT

305

That an " All-Scandinavian Museum" be estabhshed on the
campus of the University of Minnesota " to house mainly relics of
Scandinavian pioneers in the northwest" was the substance of a
plan advanced by speakers at the Danish-American National Festival at the Minnesota Fair Grounds in St. Paul on June 26.
A detailed history of " The Election of 1892 in Iowa" by
Walter E. Nydegger appears in the Iowa Journal of History and
Politics for July.
The issue of the Fargo Forum for January 18 is an elaborately
illustrated " Souvenir Edition" of a hundred pages containing
many articles of value for Red River Valley history. Transportation in the valley receives its share of attention. There are long
accounts of the Red River cart trade, of the development of steam
navigation on the stream, and of the growth of the railroads.
Stories of the explorers and fur-traders who were prominent in
the region are related by S. M. Wemmett; and the agricultural
development of the district is the subject of a number of articles.
Other cities and settlements in the valley — Moorhead, Pembina,
Frog Point — are given due attention. Among the articles of
more purely local interest are an account of the history of the
Forum; a sketch of William G. Fargo, for whom the city was
named; a description of the flood of 1897; and narratives about
the development of the banks, theaters, schools, and churches of
Fargo.
The first white settlement in Rolette County, North Dakota,
which grew up around St. Claude Chapel established by Father
J. M. Malo in 1882, is the subject of an article in the Minneapolis
Tribune for June 19. According to this account a movement is at
present under way to establish a state park on the site of the
settlement.
An outline of early exploration in the Black Hills region of
South Dakota and an account of the finding of gold there by a
member of the Custer expedition in 1874 are combined in an
article in the St. Paid Pioneer Press for June 4.
The first installment of a study of the " Origin and Progress
of the Catholic Church in Montana'' by the Reverend Edward P.
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Curley appears in the March Records of the American Catholic
Historical Society. Occasional Minnesota connections are brought
out, for example, the story of the appointment in the sixties of
Father Ravoux of St. Paul to the vicariate-apostolic of Montana.
From this appointment the venerable St. Paul priest was released
because of failing health.
In a pageant enacted by students of the Eau Claire, Wisconsin,
normal school on the site of Fort St. Antoine on May 8, the
ceremony by which Perrot proclaimed the French king's
sovereignty over the Northwest was depicted. The pageant was
part of a program which included a number of historical addresses
and the placing of a marker on Wisconsin State Highway Number
35 calling attention to the old fort site.
The minutes of a Hudson's Bay Company council of the
northern department of Rupert's Land for 1825 are published as
a document, edited by H. A. Innis, in the Canadian Historical
Review for December, 1926. Traders on the Red River are listed
with many details about their business.
GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS

A project to raise a monument costing three hundred thousand
dollars on the spot where the Kensington rune stone was found
in 1898 has recently been announced in the press. The plan is
linked with a proposed park to be known as the " Runestone
Park," and the mayor of Kensington has appointed a committee of
fifteen to promote the movement. A " rune stone rally " was held
near Kensington on June i, with the famous stone on exhibition
and Mr. Hjalmar R. Holand and Congressman O. J. Kvale among
the speakers. Meanwhile doubts as to the authenticity of the
inscription on the stone continue to be raised. Thus the Mcintosh
Times for June 16 prints a story told by a farmer, Mr. Erick
Omland, harking back to a conversation touching on runic matters
alleged to have occurred in the Kensington region some fifteen
years before the rune stone was discovered. The story appears to
be similar to that discussed in some detail in volume* 15 of the
Minnesota Historical Collections (p. 240—245). The NorwegianAmerican newspaper Reform (Eau Claire, Wisconsin) in its issue
for June 16 suggests that if any money is available it should be
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used to promote further investigation of this entire runological
and historical problem.
An article entitled " How Minnesota Became a State," by Solon
J. Buck, appears in many of the " Greater Minnesota " editions
issued by newspapers throughout the state late in May.
A bust of Governor Winfield S. Hammond was unveiled with
appropriate ceremonies in the House Chamber of the Capitol on
April 17.
Mr. John K. Daniels of Minneapolis has been chosen by the
Knute Nelson memorial committee to model the statue of the late
Minnesota senator that will be erected on the grounds of the State
Capitol in St. Paul.
General James Shields is described as the " most romantic figure
in Minnesota history " in an account of his colorful career contributed by Martin W. Odland to the Minneapolis Tribune of
May I. About half of the article is devoted to the events that preceded Shields's arrival in Minnesota — his early life in Ireland,
his experiences in Illinois, his brilliant exploits in the Mexican
War, and his services as a United States senator from Illinois.
His town-site activities after settling at Faribault in 1855 are
touched upon, and his efforts to draw Irish immigrants to his
colony at Shieldsville are described before the story of his second
election to the United States Senate by the Minnesota legislature
as one of the state's first two senators is told. " It cannot be said
that Shields' election . . . was because of any prominence he had
attained during his brief residence in Rice county or on account of
any services he may have given the new state," writes Mr. Odland.
" It was principally because of the great prestige that he brought
with him from Vera Cruz, from Cerro Gordo, from Chapultepec,
from Illinois, from Washington. His fame was nation-wide, transcending by far that of any other citizen of Minnesota." Accounts
of Shields's experiences in the Civil War and of his third election
to the Senate, from Missouri, complete the story of this picturesque figure.
The fiftieth anniversary of Pillsbury Academy at Owatonna
was the occasion for elaborate commencement exercises from June
I to 6. Dr. James W. Ford, principal of the school from 1889 to
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1904, delivered an address entitied " Personal Recollections of
Honorable C^orge A. Pillsbury," and Mr. Mark H. Dunnell
spoke on the history of the academy. The latter address is published in the Daily People's Press of Owatonna for June 5. Pictures of the academy's first building, of the present campus, and
of a number of early instructors also appear in this issue.
The mission established by the Reverend Jedediah D. Stevens
on Wabasha Prairie in 1839 is the subject of a sketch in the
Winona Republican-Herald for June 25. An account of the life
of the missionary's adopted daughter, Mathilda Jane, is included.
The experiences of Mrs. Albert Hotaling of Mankato as a
captive among the Indians after the Lake Shetek massacre are
described in the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for
June 24. Portraits of Mrs. Hotaling and of her father, Thomas
Ireland, another survivor of the Indian attack, appear with the
article.
In a pamphlet entitled The Heroine of Lake Shetek in Minnesota: A Western Historical Fragment Interwoven with Pennsylvania (Altoona, Pennsylvania, 1923. 10 p.), John C. French
presents the story of the experiences of Mrs. Alomina Hurd in the
Sioux War of 1862. The narrative appears to follow almost word
for word the account published in 1864 in Bryant and Murch's
History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians (p. 367—375).
This material is " interwoven with Pennsylvania " by the addition
of some information about Mrs. Hurd's later life as the wife of
E. G. Woodward at Roulette, Pennsylvania.
An historical romance centering about the last Indian uprising
in the United States, the Leech Lake outbreak of October, 1898,
has recently come from the pen of Mr. Eddy Billberg, under the
title In the Land of the Chippewa: A True Blue Story of the
Last Indian Outbreak in America (Minneapolis, 1927. 126 p.).
As cowboy, timber cruiser, railroad construction official, and government scout in an Indian campaign, the hero typifies the changing life of the frontier, and his problems are those of many early
settlers in northern Minnesota. The author knows this section
well, and he presents a vivid picture of the Leech Lake, Cass Lake,
and Red Lake regions in the late nineties. He breaks into his
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narrative about half way through the book to insert as a chapter
a reprint of Dr. Louis Roddis' article on " The Last Indian Uprising in the United States" (see ante, 3:273-290), and he
allows this article to give the account of the actual fighting at
Sugar Point. Several extracts from issues of the St. Paul Pioneer
Press bearing upon the general situation during the crucial days
of late September and early October, 1898, also are given. Interesting pictures of the town of Bemidji about 1898, of the Chippewa chief for whom the town was named, and of scenes connected with the Leech Lake uprising illustrate the story.
How Anson Northup dragged a steamboat across the snowcovered Minnesota prairies in order to have it ready for navigation on the Red River in the spring of 1858 and win a bonus
offered by the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce is related in a
feature article in the magazine section of the Minneapolis Journal
for May 29. The attempt to take the steamboat " Freighter " up
the Minnesota and through Big Stone Lake and Lake Traverse to
the Red River also is described. Some unusually interesting illustrations which appear with the article show Fort Abercrombie in
the sixties, the steamboat " International" on the Red River, and
Fargo in pioneer days. In a letter to the editor of the Journal,
published on June 12, Captain Fred A. Bill of St. Paul comments
on the article and gives some of his own reminiscences of Red
River steamboating.
The diary kept by Mrs. Lucy A. Ide in 1878 on an overland
journey from Mondovi, Wisconsin, through Winona and southern
Minnesota and west to Washington Territory is published under
the title " In a Prairie Schooner, 1878 " in the Washington Historical Quarterly for April. Mrs. Ide, who was one of a party of
more than forty persons, thus records her impressions on May 3
after the stop at Winona: " While the train was passing through
the city, the people thought it was a circus and we occupants of
the wagon, the wild animals I guess, as we did not feel very tame,
as it is cold and snowy. We camp on the fair grounds and make
quite a display." She adds that some members of the party
" showed the white feather " by going to a hotel for the night.
The rest remained in their tents or in the wagons and weathered
the storm. " Lucinda and I got the supper as well as we could.
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with half-frozen fingers; then tumbled ourselves into the wagon
and covered up and soon were warm."
Early American Inns and Taverns by Elise Lathrop (New
York, 1926. 365 p.) in one chapter tells about " Some Middle
Western Inns " and includes a brief passage about Minnesota that
is based chiefly upon an early account of travel by Mrs. Elizabeth
F. L. Ellet. " In St. Paul she found the Rice Hotel and stages,
almost pioneer sight-seeing buses, ran three times daily between
that city and St. Anthony, giving passengers views of the falls,
several pretty lakes, and so forth. . . . She found three public
houses in Stillwater, and two taverns at Taylor's Falls." The
author makes special mention of the Sawyer House at Stillwater,
built in 1856, and the Chicago House at Taylor's Falls, begun in
1851 and finished the next year.
A charming sketch of the life of Mrs. William Watts Folwell
by E. B. Johnson is published in the Minnesota Alumni Weekly
for April 23.
Interesting views of " Minnesota Fifty Years Ago " have been
appearing in the Sunday issues of the Minneapolis Journal. The
series began on May i with an early print of Litchfield, and among
the other pictures published is one of " Sauk Rapids from across
the Mississippi river in 1877" and another of Rapidan Mills
on the Blue Earth River. These two appear in the issues of the
Journal for May 15 and July 10. Some of the pictures are taken
from Andreas' Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minnesota, published in 1874.
LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS

The Roseau County Historical Society was organized in April
at Roseau, and the following temporary officers were elected:
Mr. E. E. Billberg, president; Mr. J. W. Durham, vice president;
Mr. G. I. Brandt, secretary; and Mr. P. O. Fryklund, treasurer. It
is announced that an associate secretary will be appointed for each
township of the county, and that suitable headquarters will be
established where historical objects and records can be preserved.
In the early part of the summer the press carried reports of the
opening of a county museum at Fergus Falls under the auspices of
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the Woman's Club of that city. Quarters for the museum were
established in the county courthouse, and for some weeks the
exhibits were open to the public on Saturday afternoons. Because
of the lack of a permanent place for the museum, the exhibits
have since been placed temporarily in storage. The launching of
this museum led to a public meeting on July 31 at Amor Park on
Otter Tail Lake, called to consider the problem of local history
activity. At this meeting, which was attended by about three hundred people, including representatives of most of the sixty-two
townships in the county. Dr. Solon J. Buck, superintendent of the
Minnesota Historical Society, introduced a general discussion of
local historical work and organization, calling attention to the value
of local history and to the recent development of the county historical society movement in Minnesota. After an informal discussion participated in by Dr. O. N. Nelson of Battle Lake, the
Honorable M. J. Daly of Perham, the Honorable J. B. Hompe of
Deer Creek, Mr. Anton Thompson and Mr. Bronson Strain of
Fergus Falls, and others, the Otter Tail County Historical Society
was organized. Dr. Nelson was elected president, Mr. Thompson,
vice president, and Mrs. W. L. Patterson of Fergus Falls, who has
actively promoted the project on behalf of the Woman's Club,
secretary-treasurer. An extensive account of the meeting appears
in the Fergus Falls Tribune for August 4.
A feature of the four-day celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of Mankato, from June 19 to 22, was an
elaborate historical pageant presented on the last two evenings of
the festival. The colorful history of the locality provided excellent
material for a pageant. Scenes depicting early Indian life in the
vicinity; the coming of Le Sueur; the treaty of Traverse des
Sioux; the founding of the city in 1852; the arrival of groups of
German, Welsh, and Scandinavian immigrants; and events of the
Civil, Sioux, and World wars were included. At a meeting of the
Mankato Old Settlers' Association on June 21, Mr. W. H. Pay
outlined the history of Mankato and Miss May Fletcher told the
story of the growth of the city's schools. A tablet marking the site
of the first school in Mankato was placed by the local chapter of
the Daughters of the American Revolution. Another event connected with the anniversary celebration was a meeting of the Blue
Earth County Historical Society.
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The activities of the members of the family of James Hanna, a
pioneer of Mankato, in the fields of education and religion in the
frontier town of the fifties are described in an article in the Mankato Free Press for June 21.
The story of the Graceville flour mill, which has been operating
for more than forty years, is outlined in the Gra^evUle Enterprise
for May 5.
Recent installments of the series of local history articles in the
Waconia Patriot (see ante, p. 208) include accounts of the early
history and pioneer schools of (3amden Township, April 14 and
2 1 ; sketches of some of the pioneers of Helvetia, May 12; and a
description of early trails around Waconia, June 23.
Some reminiscences of P. H. Arntzen of Leenthrop Township,
Chippewa County, who came to Minnesota from Norway with his
parents shortly after the Civil War, are published in the Montevideo American for April 29. Of special interest are Mr. Arntzen's boyhood impressions of the Norwegian attitude toward
Lincoln.
A home-coming celebration held at Spring Grove from June 10
to 13 marked the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the
town.
At a celebration on July 3 and 4 of the fiftieth anniversary of
the founding of Montgomery a monument commemorating the
pioneers of the locality was dedicated.
The old Sioux Trail, as recalled by certain pioneers of the Minnesota Valley, is the subject of a sketch published in the Montgomery Messenger for April 15. It is one of a series of articles
dealing with the history of the locality, which includes several on
Kilkenny Township, Le Sueur County, published on April 22, 29,
and May 6; and one on the town site of Lexington, printed on
June 17.
A somewhat detailed account of the history of Acoma appeared
in the Hutchinson Leader for October 29, 1926 (see ante, p. i l i ) .
Two pioneer educators of Hutchinson, W. W. Pendergast and
H. L. Merrill, were honored on June 10, when tablets commemo-
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rating their services were unveiled in two local schools by former
students. An account of the activities of these early teachers and a
brief history of the Hutchinson schools are printed in the Hutchinson Leader for June 10.
A bronze tablet attached to a boulder was unveiled on May 22
on the site of old Fort Chanyaska in Martin County, one of the
posts established for defense against the Indians during the Sioux
War.
A " Description of Pioneer Days in Renville County," by M. S.
Spicer, who emigrated from New York after the Civil War and
settled on Beaver Creek, appears in the " Greater Minnesota Edition " of the Renville Star Farmer on May 26. The issue also
contains a record of the development of the Renville schools.
More than a hundred people attended a dinner meeting of the
Rice County Historical Society at Northfield on April 28.
Reminiscences of pioneer days in Rice County were presented by
Mrs. A. H. Pearson; Mr. Carl L. Weicht, editor of the Northfield
News, outlined the history of the Northfield press; and Dr. Solon
J. Buck of the Minnesota Historical Society pointed out some of
the possibilities of research in local history. The papers by Mrs.
Pearson and Mr. Weicht are published in the Northfield Independent for May 5.
f
Some information about the history of Duluth Harbor is included in an article on the famous aerial bridge which spans the
ship canal between Duluth and Minnesota Point, in the magazine
section of the St. Paul Pioneer Press for May i.
Articles on Scott County pioneer life by Win V. Working continue to appear in the Belle Plaine Herald (see ante, p. 210). An
account of the exj)eriences of Luke and Michael Skelly, who later
settled in Tyrone Township, during the California gold rush of
1849 appeared on April 7; sketches of some of the pioneers of the
Rice Lake district were printed on June 2; and San Francisco, an
abandoned village on the Minnesota River, was described on
June 16.
The fierce conflict between the Chippewa and the Sioux at
Shakopee in 1858, as recalled by Jim Other Day, a Sioux survivor
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of the battle, who still lives near Shakopee, is described in articles
in the St. Paul Dispatch and the Minneapolis Journal of May 26.
Benson thirty years ago is compared with the present city in a
series of photographs with descriptive sketches published in the
" Greater Minnesota Edition " of the Swift County Monitor of
Benson for June 24.
A history of Janesville is among the special articles published
in the " Greater Minnesota Edition " of the Janesville Argus on
May 26. Another interesting article outlines the history of the
Argus and lists the newspapers published in Waseca County from
i860 to 1887.
An eight-day home-coming celebration at Stillwater opened with
Pioneers' Day on June 27 and closed on July 4. Picturesque logging days were recalled in a talk by Judge Edward Doe on the
evening of June 27.
The First Congregational Church of Monticello celebrated its
seventy-first anniversary on May i.
The attempt to establish a city known as Minnesota Falls on the
Minnesota River near Granite Falls in the early seventies is the
subject of an article in the Minneapolis Journal for April 20. The
account is based upon the recollections of Mr. J. L. Putnam, who
visited Minnesota Falls when it was known as the " head of navigation on the Minnesota." A portrait of Mr. Putnam and an
interesting view of Granite Falls in 1874 appear with the article.
The annual meeting of the Hennepin County Territorial
Pioneers' Association was held at the Godfrey House in Minneapolis on June i. Reminiscences of a number of pioneers who
attended the meeting, including Mrs. Florence E. Lawrence and
Mr. Barclay Cooper, are printed in a report of the gathering in the
Minneapolis Journal for June 2.
The story of " A Giri in Old St. Anthony, 1848-1927," as told
by Mrs. Harriet Mousso to Miss Florence Lehmann, is published
in two installments in the Minneapolis Journal for April 17 and
24. Mrs. Mousso's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Cloutier, were
French-Canadians who settled in St. Anthony in 1846.
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The Twin Towns at the Falls of St. Anthony by Ruth Thompson (Minneapolis, 1926. 36 p.) contains a number of charming
sketches originally published in the Minneapolis Public Library's
Community Bookshelf. The author first tells of Hennepin and
Carver and a few later explorers whose travels brought them to
the Falls of St. Anthony. " The Town of St. Anthony " is next
discussed and special attention is given to the social life of the
village. John H. Stevens' Personal Recollections of Minnesota
and Its People supplies material for a vivid chapter entitled " ' All
Saints,' the Settlement on the West Side of the River and How it
Grew into the City of Minneapolis." In a section on early means
of transportation the story of Captain John Tapper, ferryman, is
told. Miss Thompson then sketches the beginnings of industrial
development at the Falls of St. Anthony, tells of Fredrika
Bremer's visit in 1850, discusses the " Youthful Pleasures of St.
Anthony and Miss Minneapolis " and the beginnings of the city's
park system, and finally describes " Old School Days in St.
Anthony and,Minneapolis."
An outline of the story of the old West Hotel of Minneapolis,
which was opened in 1884, appears in the Minneapolis Tribune for
June 5.
The seventieth anniversary of Plymouth Congregational Church
of Minneapolis was celebrated on April 28 with an elaborate program representing the seven decades in fhe history of the congregation.
Members of Mount Zion Hebrew Congregation of St. Paul
celebrated the seventieth anniversary of the founding of their
church on April 8 and 9. A special " Anniversary Program,"
issued in connection with the celebration, includes a chronological
history of the congregation and pictures of the temples which it
has occupied since 1871.
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