











192 NEWS AND COMMENT June

Movement for the Annexation of Canada, 1865-1872,” by J. P.
Smith (Chicago).

The Old Forts of Winnipeg (1738-1927) is the title of a care-
ful study by Dr. Charles N. Bell, president of the Historical and
Scientific Society of Manitoba, issued in pamphlet form as num-
ber 3 in the new series of Tramsactions of that society (May,
1927. 39 p.). Dr. Bell discusses Fort Maurepas, Fort Rouge,
Legardeur de St. Pierre’s fort, Fort Bruce and Boyer, Alexander
Henry’s “ The Fork’s Fort,” Fort Gibraltar, Fort Douglas, Fid-
ler’s Fort, the first Fort Garry, and the second Fort Garry.

The story of Father Albert Lacombe, an influential missionary
in the Canadian Northwest, who passed through St. Paul on his
way to the Pembina country in 1849, is told in the Catholic mag-
azine Columbia, for February in an article entitled “ One Man’s
Work for Canada,” by Joseph Gurn. An extended biography
entitled Le pére Lacombe, “ L’Homme au bon Caur,” d’aprés ses
mémoires et souvenirs, by “une soeur de la Providence,” was
published in Montreal in 1916 (547 p.)-

GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS

An Ilustrated Catalogue of Indian Portraits Followed by Por-
traits of Scouts, Guides, Generals, Etc., All Painted by Henry H.
Cross, with brief explanatory notes by Mr. R. H. Adams, has
been issued by the T. B. Walker Art Galleries of Minneapolis,
(1927. 120 p.). It is interesting to observe that Cross, who was
born in New York state in 1837, visited Minnesota as early as
1852. “ He accepted a position with a traveling circus, and in the
summer of that year visited St. Anthony (Minneapolis) and made
a fine sketch of the falls with an Indian Encampment and a
christening on the west shore.” Mr. Adams states that the artist
was also in Minnesota “ in the summer and autumn of 1862 and
made life sketches of Little Crow, Little Shakopee and more
than forty other Indians who took part in the uprising including
the 38 executed at Mankato, Dec. 26, 1862.” The portraits in
the Walker Art Galleries were painted during the last ten years
of the artist’s life on commission from Mr. Walker and on the
basis of Cross’s earlier sketches. In the Catalogue there are re-
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productions of 109 paintings, all but one of them portraits, each
accompanied by useful biographical or other data. Among the
subjects of special Minnesota interest are Henry H. Sibley, John
C. Frémont, Little Six, or Shakopee, Little Crow, John Other
Day, Hole-in-the-Day, and Cut Nose.

An interesting historical account of the activities of the
mounted police of Canada from 1873 to the present is given in
a volume entitled The Silent Force (New York, 1927. 383 p.),
by T. Morris Longstreth.

In a series of miscellaneous letters published in the Proceedings
of the Massachusetts Historical Society for 1926-27 (vol. 6o,
p. 82) is a letter dated November 1, 1822, from General E. P.
Gaines to Colonel Josiah Snelling, the commander at Fort St.
Anthony, later Fort Snelling. The letter, which was written on
the “ Mississippl river near the lower mouth of Blak river,”
shows that the writer had been a visitor at the fort, for he says,
“ 1 owe Mrs. Snelling a thousand thanks for the care and kindness
with which she contributed to make me forget that since my ar-
rival at St. Anthony I have been in a wilderness.” Fort Gaines,
later Fort Ripley, received its first name in honor of General
Gaines, who had distinguished himself in the War of 1812 and
in Indian wars in the South. The trip to Fort St. Anthony in
1822 was probably undertaken for the purpose of an official
inspection of the fort.

The Bar Association of St. Louis, Missouri, has issued a book
entitled Walter Henry Sonborn: A Testimonial Volume (St.
Louis, 1927. 180 p.), a review of which will appear in an early

number of this magazine.

The bureau for research in government of the University of
Minnesota has brought out as number 8 of its Publications a val-
uable pamphlet entitled A4 System of Classification for Political
Science Collections, with Special Reference to the Needs of Mu-
nicipal and Governmental Research Libraries, by William Ander-
son and Sophia Hall Glidden (Minneapolis, 1928. 188 p.).

A plant and animal group showing a bit of Minnesota prairie
as described by the artist-explorer, George Catlin, after his visit
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to the pipestone quarries in 1836, has been reconstructed in wax
for the zoblogical museum of the University of Minnesota. A
number of rare birds and plants, no longer found in Minnesota,
are to be seen in the group.

In commemoration of the services of the Reverend Ezekiel G.
Gear, pioneer chaplain at Fort Snelling, the National Council of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in America has contributed the
sum of one thousand dollars to the building of the new chapel at
the fort. Memorial tablets to the chaplain will be placed in
the chapel and in the Cathedral of Our Merciful Saviour at
Faribault, according to an announcement in the Minneapolis Jour-
nal for February 16.

The growth and decline of the lumber industry in Minnesota,
including the development of the paper mills in the northern sec-
tion of the state, are traced in the introduction to an interesting
account of forestry in Minnesota published in the Duluth News
Tribune for March g.

Forest Fires in Minnesota, by J. A. Mitchell of the Lake States
Forest Experiment Station, is a valuable report on the forest fire
problem and contains considerable information on forest fires of
the past. The report is published under the auspices of the state
commissioner of forestry and fire prevention in codperation
with the forest service of the federal department of agriculture

(74 p.)-

A monument commemorating the services of General William
Colvill as commander of the First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry
in the Civil War is to be erected at Cannon Falls. Plans are
under way for its dedication on July 29 by the Minnesota National
Guard.

A pamphlet entitled The Court Proceedings in the Trial of
Dakota Indians Following the Massacre in Minnesota in August,
1862 has been brought out by Marion P. Satterlee (Minneapolis,
1927. 83 p.). The data given are notes taken by Dr. William
W. Folwell from the original trial records in the Senate archives
at Washington in 19og. Since then the Minnesota Historical
Society has acquired complete photostatic copies of the records
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preserved at Washington, and students of the subject will find
it desirable to consult them or the originals.

The credit for designing the first example of the “ new struc-
tural form ” known as the skyscraper is given to Mr. Leroy S.
Buffington of Minneapolis in an article entitled “America’s Great
Gift to Architecture ” by Harvey Wiley Corbett, published in the
New York Times Magazine for March 18 as the “ last of a series
of five inquiries into the state of culture in America.” The
writer records that “ In 1880 a Minneapolis architect, Leroy S.
Buffington, conceived the idea of building a huge edifice in which
the veneer of masonry would be carried on shelves jutting out
from a braced steel frame at each floor, thus eliminating heavy
masonry at the base to carry the load. By 1883 he had completed
a design for a twenty-eight-story building embodying the prin-
ciple. . . . In a single bound architecture was freed from the
shackles of stone-weight and made flexible beyond belief.” A
picture of Mr. Buffington’s design appears with the article.

Dr. C. Eugene Riggs is the author of an interesting contribu-
tion to the medical history of the Northwest entitled “ The
Reminiscences of a Neurologist,” which is published in Minne-
sota Medicine for January and has also been issued as a reprint
(11 p.). When Dr. Riggs arrived in St. Paul in 1881 he “ found
actively functioning a Medical School — ‘ The St. Paul Medical
College.”” He records that though it was “ humble in its be-
ginning, situated over a saloon on West Third Street, yet after
a period of evolutionary travail, it ultimately became the Medical
School of the University of Minnesota, today the only medical
school in Minnesota.” Pictures of the members of the “first
faculty of the University of Minnesota Medical School” and
of the early medical buildings on the campus accompany the
sketch.

Stories of the Minnesota blizzard of January 7, 1873, are re-
called by the pioneers of a number of Minnesota communities in
articles published in the New Ulm Review of January 11, the
Morton Enterprise of January 19, and the Sacred Heart News
for January 26 and February 2.
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“0Old Doc Weeks ” is the title of a pamphlet of eight pages
issued by Harry P. Phillips of Detroit Lakes, embodying a brief
manuscript written by the late Dr. Leonard C. Weeks of that
city, telling about himself in his relation to the community in
which he lived. This autobiographical fragment, in which the
author refers to himself as the “ Old Doc,” is mellow with wis-
dom and warm with affection for his friends.

Mrs. Claude Marble is the author of an account of the “ Early
Settlement of Decoria Township,” in the Blue Earth County
Enterprise of Mapleton for February 3. Some of her material
was secured from Mr. S. G. Larkins of Mankato, who settled in
Decoria in 1865.

Extracts of historical interest from the manuscript records of
the county commissioners of Brown County, selected by Mr.
Louis G. Vogel, are appearing in the Brown County Journal of
New Ulm on the third Friday of each month. The first install-
ment, published on February 17, begins with the earliest record
of a meeting of the commissioners, that for September 9, 1856.

A series of articles entitled * Chaska, the Old Home Town ”
by James Faber begins in the Weekly Valley Herald of Chaska
for January 26. The first article has for its subject “ Carver
County, the Primitive,” and others deal with Indians, traders, ex-
plorers, settlement, pioneer social life, and early transportation.

Among the local history sketches published serially in the Wa-
conig Patriot are an account of the Moravian group at Laketown
which began with the organization of a church in 1858, in the
issue of January 26; an outline of the early history of Cologne,
published on February 23; and an account of a trip through
Carver County in 1859 by Colonel John H. Stevens, reprinted in
the issue of March 1 from the Glencoe Register of August 15,

1859.

Plans are under way at Center City for the celebration in
May, 1929, of the “ seventy-fifth anniversary of the first pet-
manent Swedish settlement in the Northwest, and of the founding
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of the local church, as well as the seventieth anniversary of the
organization of the Minnesota Lutheran Conference of the Au-
gustana Synod.”

An essay on Red Wing by Beatrice E. Fisk of the Central
High School of that city won the first prize in the essay contest
on the subject “My Home Town,” recently conducted by the
League of Minnesota Municipalities (see ante, p. 74). This in-
teresting and well-written paper, which includes a brief sketch
of the historical background of the town, is published in Minne-
sota Mumnicipalities for April.

A chapter is added to the history of American sports by an
article in the Red Wing Daily Eagle of February 2, which tells
of the organization of the first Red Wing ski club in 1883 and
of the first tournament, held the following year. These activ-
ities of the Norwegian residents of Red Wing are said to mark
the beginning of “ organized skiing ” in America.

The Itasca County Old Settlers’ Association held its annual
meeting at Grand Rapids on January 16.

Several of the recent articles in the local history series appear-
ing in the Montgomery Messenger relate to early problems in
local government. Among these is an account of the first vil-
lage election, held in 1878, January 13; some pioneer village or-
dinances, January 27; and notes on some of the questions faced
by the Montgomery board of trade in its early years, January 6
and March q.

The story of a German aristocrat, Colonel Rudolph von Bor-
gersrode, who was obliged to leave his native land after partici-
pating in the revolution of 1848 and who later made his home in
Minnesota is outlined in one of a series of local history articles
in the Hutchinson Leader for January 20. Colonel Borgersrode
resided at various times at Shakopee and in McLeod and Meeker
counties, and he served in the Civil War as a member of the
Fourth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry. Some of the other ar-
ticles in the series deal with the first public library at Hutchinson,
January 13; Biscay, where the “first co-operative creamery in
Minnesota was established ” in 1889, February 10; and the Bo-
hemian settlement at Silver Lake, February 3. |
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Mr. Burt W. Eaton of Rochester, an active worker in the
Olmsted County Historical Society, has recently given a number
of addresses before parent-teacher associations in Rochester in
encouragement of the teaching of local and state history in the
public schools. The grade supervisor of schools in that city has
secured copies of T. C. Blegen’s Minnesota History: A Study
Outline for the use of grade teachers; and two teachers are at
present working on a similar outline of the county’s history,
with Mr. Eaton’s cobperation. Mr. Eaton has also carried his
campaign for local and state history teaching to other towns in
Olmsted county and he reports a growing interest in the subject.

An unusual publication was brought out in Rochester in 1927
under the title History of the Rochester Old School Boys and
Girls Association (98 p.). This association, which grew out of
a reunion of the “ Old Boys of Rochester ” in 1916, held meet-
ings in 1921 and again in 1926, the last one bringing together
more than thirteen hundred people. The published volume pre-
sents an illustrated account of these reunions and gives some
of the speeches delivered at that of 1926. A brief history of the
first school of Rochester, established in 1855, was given by Mr.
Burt W. Eaton, and there were speeches by Dr. Charles Mayo,
Bishop Lawler of South Dakota, Congressman Allen J. Furlow,
Edwin H. Canfield of Luverne, Lieutenant Governor W, 1. Nolan,
Professor J. Paul Goode of the University of Chicago, Dr. Wil-
liam J. Mayo, and others, which are reported in detail. At the
end of the volume is a sixty-five page list of ““ Old School Boys
and Girls ” of Rochester, with their present addresses. Among
the “boys” one notes the name of the secretary of state, the
Honorable Frank B. Kellogg.

A series of articles by Win V. Working dealing with the
early history of some of the villages and townships in the vicinity
of Fairfax has been appearing in the Fairfax Standard. It ends
on March 22 with an account of “ Pioneer Life in Ridgely Town-
ship.”

Some of the activities of the city council of Shakopee seventy
years ago are described in the Shakopee Argus-Tribune of Jan-
uary 26. It is interesting to note that in the late fifties one of the
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town’s largest bills was for the ‘“improvement of the levee,”
since “ steamboats were depended on chiefly for transportation of
both freight and passengers.”

Professor Krey's study of the connection between the old-world
backgrounds and the Minnesota development of the Benedictine
order, published in the September, 1927, issue of MINNESOTA
History, is supplemented by an article on the Benedictine sisters
which appears in the Daily Journal-Press of St. Cloud for Feb-
ruary 8 —an “ Accomplishment Edition ” published to mark the
completion of the St. Cloud Hospital by the sisters. The growth
of the St. Cloud community from a group of seven sisters who
went there in 1857 and conducted a small boarding school to a
community of more than nine hundred members is described, and
the gradual extension of their work over a vast area —a char-
acteristic emphasized by Professor Krey —is strikingly illus-
trated. The writer points out that ““ Besides conducting the Col-
lege and Academy [at St Joseph], at present the Sisters have
seventy institutions under their charge. . . . Their work is spread
over the dioceses of St. Cloud, Fargo, Bismarck, Seattle,
LaCrosse, Superior, Crookston and the Archdiocese of St.
Paul.” Special histories of a number of the schools, hospitals,
and other institutions founded by the sisters in the vicinity of
St. Cloud also appear in this issue of the Journal Press.

A series of imaginary letters purporting to have been written
by a student at St. Benedict’s Academy, now the College of St.
Benedict at St. Joseph, in 1882 and 1883 appears in the St. Ben-
edict's Quarterly for February. The letters are based on “ data
gleaned from the archives ” of the school, and the writer “ en-
deavors to bring to light the every day life in 2 western boarding
school or ‘ Female Academy’ in the early eighties.”

An interesting bit of local history is embodied in a pamphlet
entitled 4 Historical Sketch, Fair Haven, 1856, by J. A. Vye,
(St. Cloud, 1927. 6 p.), telling the story of a village on the
Clearwater River in Stearns County.

The beginnings of the granite industry near St. Cloud in 1868
are described in “A Brief History of St. Cloud Granite District,”
published in the Daily Journal-Press of St. Cloud for March 7.
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Historical sketches of three Watonwan County towns, Butter-
field, Odin, and Darfur, are published in the issues of the But-
terfield Advocaie for February 16 and 23.

The Winona County Old Settlers’ Association held its annual
meeting at Winona on February 22. In honor of the occasion the
Winona Republican-Herald published a number of articles of
special interest to members of the association, including “ Little
Stories of Pioneer Days in Winona ” by Orrin F. Smith, and a
list compiled by Paul Thompson of * persons living who came to
Winona County up to and including the year 1854.”

A short account of the history of Yellow Medicine County and
of Canby by John Bowe, published in the Canby News of Septem-
ber 9, 1927, has been reprinted as a broadside.

A breezy sketch by Edith D. Williams of Minneapolis condi-
tions in the middle eighties appears in the Gopher-M for January.
It is based on contemporary newspaper advertisements.

An account of the growth of the office of the clerk of the
district court of Hennepin County and sketches and portraits of
the various men who have held that position since it was first
filled by Sweet W. Case in the fifties appear in the Minneapolis
Journal for March 23.

The seventy-first anniversary of the St. Anthony Turnverein,
which was ““ organized January 24, 1857, at the home of George
Wezel in what was then the village of St. Anthony,” was cele-
brated by members of the society at their Minneapolis clubrooms
on January 29.

Social life in pioneer St. Paul and the activities of the fur-
trader on the Minnesota frontier are the chief subjects discussed
in a series of seventeen articles by Julian Sargent published in the
St. Paul Dispatch from January 4 to 23 and “based on letters
in possession of the Minnesota Historical society, written in St.
Paul from 1848 to 1862 by the Fuller brothers and sisters to
their home in Connecticut ”” (see ante, 5: 63). Alpheus G. Ful-
ler, the oldest of a family of nine, went to the Minnesota country
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in 1848 for his health and became a trader. He soon was fol-
lowed by other members of the family, the brothers joining him
in the fur trade and the sisters establishing a home in St. Paul
and entering into the social life of the frontier capital. The let-
ters written to the relatives who remained in the East or who
returned there after visiting in Minnesota are full of delightful
gossip and give a vivid picture of conditions in the territory. That
the life led by the Fullers was not altogether dull is shown
by the following extract from a letter from Sarah, written in
the height of the social season on January 16, 1853: “1I really
dissapated a good deal last week. Monday spent the evening at
Dr. Borups. Tuesday at Mrs. Basses, Wednesday at Mazourka
Hall, Thursday at a tableau party at Mr. Oakes.” The Fullers
also were doing their share of entertaining, for three days later
Alpheus’ wife wrote: ‘Yesterday we prepared for a company
of thirty. I have now discharged nearly all my obligations to
my St. Paul friends, they were all married people. I am going
to invite the unmarried ones for the girls Friday eve.” The wom-
en’s letters also tell of such matters as “receiving Friendship
books as philopena presents; of delaines and bombazines; of
‘ pleasant little mobs’ at Governor Ramsey’s; of brilliant parties
at Fort Snelling ; of going ‘a strawberrying’ with Mrs. Selby in
her buggy * round opposite Mendota ’; of receiving 40 calls of a
New Year’s, ‘not as many as we had last year ’. . . of gossiped
betrothals linking -names now familiar on lamp posts ”; and of
a trip up the Minnesota River to a town site owned jointly by
David Fuller and Thomas A. Holmes. The Fuller men were
not such prolific letter writers as their sisters, but when they
did send letters to Connecticut they told of log trading posts; of
seeing rattlesnakes, wolves, and buffaloes; of attending Indian
payments; and of shipping furs back east. Some of the later
letters are from Abby Fuller, who married Samuel B. Abbe at
St. Paul in 1858 and two years later went to live at Crow Wing.
From their home there the Abbes fled to Fort Ripley in 1862
when it seemed likely that the Chippewa would join the Sioux in
the uprising of that year, and when that danger was past they
returned to St. Paul. The last letter published is dated at Fort
Ripley on August 25, 1862.
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The history of the little log chapel which gave St. Paul its
name is briefly reviewed in the Catholic Bulletin of St. Paul for
March 10. Of special interest is the account of its use in the
fifties as a school and hospital by the Sisters of St. Joseph. At-
tention is called to the fact that the site of the chapel has been
recently purchased by the city of St. Paul and that plans are
under way for the appropriate marking of the spot.

A Brief History of the Swedish Evangelical Free Church, Saint
Paul, Minnesota, 1886-1926 (45 p.) presents in attractive form
the record of a church that has its roots in the “ free religious
movements ” in Sweden of the early eighties.

Reminiscences of the Clinton Avenue Methodist Church of
West St. Paul by S. W. Boyd of Denver, Colorado, a former
member of the congregation, appear in the West St. Paul Times
for February 25 and March 3.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Union Gospel Mission of
St. Paul is the occasion for the publication of histories of the
mission in the St. Paul Dispatch for March 23 and the St. Poul
Pioneer Press for March 28.
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