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Evidence of the continued interest in the history of emigration 
and immigration is afforded by the publication of a scholarly 
volume entitled British Emigration to British North America, 
1783-1837, by Helen I. Cowan (Toronto, 1928. 275 p.) . 

An interesting account of " Pehr Dahlberg and the First Swed­
ish Settlement in Iowa," by Robert N. Dahlberg and diaries L. 
Dahlberg, appears in the Annals of Iowa for July. 

The presidential address given by Dr. Joseph Schafer at the 
Des Moines meeting of the Mississippi Valley Historical Associa­
tion in April on " Carl Schurz, Immigrant Statesman " is pub­
lished in the Wisconsin Magazine of History for June. In the 
same number appears an interesting installment of " Pioneer and 
Political Reminiscences," by Nils P. Haugen, one section of which 
tells of Knute Nelson, a colleague of Mr. Haugen's in the House 
of Representatives in the late eighties. 

An attempt is being made by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution in Wisconsin to restore old Fort Crawford at Prairie 
du Chien. 

" Winter Logging in the North Woods " of Wisconsin and Min­
nesota in the years when the lumber industry was in its prime is 
described by C. L. Tolles in an article in the Lumber Worker for 
February. 

Captain Fred A. Bill continues his account of " Steamboating 
on the Red River " in the North Dakota Historical Quarterly for 
April (see ante, p. 190), giving in considerable detail his own 
recollections, which go back to his engagement as a clerk on the 
" Dakota " in 1872. The article closes with a list of steamboats on 
the Red River from the " Anson Northup," built in 1859, to the 
"Grand Forks," built in 1895. Of the latter Captain Bill says, 
" This was the last steam boat built on Red River in the United 
States for commercial purposes." The same number of the 
Quarterly contains a suggestive study of "The Army Fort of 
the Frontier (1860-1870)," by Raymond L. Welty. A document 
of much interest is the diary of L. K. Raymond, published under 
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the title " Trip Over the Plains of Dakota in 1865," which tells 
of a march from Fort Snelling to Devil's Lake and back. 

Several articles on the history of the University of North 
Dakota, including one on the period from 1885 to 1887 by Vernon 
P. Squires, appear in the January number of the Quarterly Journal 
of that university. 

An article on " Detroit and George Rogers Clark " by Milo M. 
Quaife in the Proceedings of the Ninth Annual Indiana History 
Conference, published as an extra number of the Indiana History 
Bulletin (April, 1928), is a valuable contribution to the history of 
the Northwest during the Revolution. In " The (Conquest of the 
Old Northwest" by Ross F. Lockridge, in the same pubHcation, 
exception is taken to some of Dr. Quaife's statements. 

The Marquette County (Michigan) Historical Society has pub­
lished a Catalog of its books, pamphlets, manuscripts, maps, news­
papers, and periodicals, which are preserved in the PubHc Library 
of Marquette (Ishpeming, 1928. 45 p.) . The list of manuscripts 
alone covers nearly seven pages. This local society, which has 
been collecting materials for ten years, has set an excellent example 
for other local historical societies to follow. Such finding lists of 
historical materials are of course valuable aids to research. 

(jiENERAL M I N N E S O T A I T E M S 

A biographical novel dealing with the life of James J. Hill has 
been brought out by Mr. Oscar M. Sullivan of St. Paul under the 
title of The Empire-Builder (New York, 1928. 372 p.) . In 
addition to published accounts of Hill's career, Mr. Sullivan has 
used the files of numerous Minnesota newspapers in drawing 
together his materials. 

Considerable interest in Minnesota history has been aroused by 
a loan exhibit of rare books, pictures, and maps relating to early 
Minnesota that has been on display at the Minneapolis Institute 
of Arts since early in May. Numerous items were loaned by the 
Minnesota Historical Society, including its supposed portrait of 
Father Hennepin. A sketch entitled " Longfellow and Minnehaha 



3o8 NEWS AND COMMENT SEPT. 

Falls," published in the institute's Bulletin for May 26, calls atten­
tion to certain books and prints in the exhibit that might have in­
fluenced the poet in writing his " Hiawatha." A Currier and Ives 
print of Minnehaha Falls, published about 1874, is reproduced in 
the Bulletin for May 5. 

" The Origin of the Minnesota National Forest" is explained 
by Professor H. H. Chapman in the Gopher Peavey for 1928, an 
annual publication of the Forestry Qub of the University of Min­
nesota. The volume, which contains many articles on forestry, 
is dedicated to Dr. William W. Folwell, who on January 13, 1881, 
introduced the following resolution at a meeting of the board of 
regents of the university: " That the Professor of Agriculture be 
requested to prepare a detailed plan whereby the advantages of 
a separate and special school of forestry be offered in the agricul­
tural college of the university." 

A study of " A State Income Tax and the Minnesota Consti­
tution " by Henry Rottschaefer, in the Minnesota Law Review for 
June, though primarily a discussion of a present-day problem, con­
tains numerous references to Minnesota cases that give it a dis­
tinct historical value. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

A description of western Minnesota by an unnamed staff corre­
spondent of the American Traveller's Journal is reprinted from 
the August, 1881, number of that magazine in the Ortonville Inde­
pendent for February 9, March 15, and April 19. The first install­
ment tells of the joumey, made probably in 1881, from Minne­
apolis to Brown's Valley; the second describes a steamboat trip on 
Big Stone Lake and presents comments on the sod houses that 
dotted the prairie west of the lake; and the third gives a vivid 
picture of pioneer Ortonville. 

(jOvernor Christianson was the speaker at a celebration at Sleepy 
Eye on April 23 commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the 
incorporation of the village on March 19, 1878. 

A " History of Parke Township," Clay County, by S. O. Most, 
read on June 20 at a meeting of the Clay County Old Settlers' 
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Association at Viking Park, is published in the Barnesville Record-
Review for June 21. 

A brief account of " The City of Brainerd," by D. H. Fullerton, 
in Minnesota Municipalities for June, deals mainly with the his­
tory of that city. 

Three unusually interesting and successful meetings have been 
held recently by the (joodhue County Historical Society. At the 
first, in Red Wing on March 5, Mr. C. A. Rasmussen read a 
paper on " Pioneer Days in Vasa and Prairie Island " and a style 
review showing the development of women's dress in the past 
century was presented. The second program, given at Red Wing 
on April 8, included a review of " Early Show Days " — concerts, 
theatrical performances, and circuses in Red Wing — by Mr. C. L. 
Kellogg, and an exhibit of old quilts and hand-woven coverlets. 
On July 7 a third meeting was held at the Featherstone Town 
Hall, near Red Wing. Objects illustrative of pioneer life belong­
ing to farmers in the vicinity were exhibited and a history of 
Featherstone Township prepared by Mr. Rasmussen was read. 

A sketch entitled "What's in a Name?" appears in the Mont­
gomery Messenger of April 13 as one of a series of local history 
articles. It is based on a comparison of the " latest personal prop­
erty tax. lists with names mentioned in pioneer records," and it 
shows that " descendants of numerous well-known families of 
pioneer days still are residents of villages and farming districts 
of this section." 

An interview with William H. H. Sumner of Dawson in which 
he pictures Minneota as he saw the infant settlement in 1871, 
when he passed through in a covered wagon, is pubHshed in the 
Minneota Mascot for May 18. 

" In order that we might know a little about our immediate 
surroundings, institutions and traditions, the members of the 
American History Class of the Argyle high school under the direc­
tion of their instructor. Miss Myrtle Nelson, did some research 
work in the history of our village and wrote accounts of some of 
the early days of Argyle" according to the writer of the intro­
duction to a series of articles thus prepared and published in the 
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Marshall County Banner of Argyle from April 19 to May 17. In 
the preparation of their papers the students were given access to 
the files of the Banner in the local newspaper office and they inter­
viewed a number of old settlers. The subjects and authors of the 
papers follow: "The Early History of Argyle," by Curtis Paul­
son and Clarence Kurz, April 19; " Early Transportation," by 
Walter Swanson and Alfred Paulson, April 26; " Early Pioneers," 
— a directory with brief biographical sketches,— by Gladys Stef-
fen and Lucy Gajeski, May 3 ; " CummUnity Organizations," by 
Howard Chandler, May 10; and " Local School and Church His­
tory," by Grace Poolman and Ima Back, May 17. 

Village Communities, by Edmund de S. Brunner (New York, 
1927), one of a series of American village studies being published 
by the Institution of Social and Religious Research, is of Minne­
sota interest because a Minnesota village is included among a half 
dozen or more type studies of individual villages representing 
different sections and kinds of communities in America. The 
Minnesota village is dealt with under the heading " Lincoln — a 
Dairying Center." The description of its history and present-day 
characteristics, however, makes it clear that the village in question 
is Litchfield. Other volumes in the series deal with American 
Villagers and American Agricultural Villages.. 

Nearly two thousand people attended a meeting of the Otter 
Tail County Historical Society at Clitherall on July i, when a 
tablet bearing the following inscription was unveiled and dedi­
cated : " Site of the first permanent settlement in Otter Tail 
county, Minnesota. Members of the Church of Jesus Christ came 
here from Iowa May 5, 1865. This tablet placed by the Otter 
Tail County Historical society, July i, 1928." Among the speak­
ers on the program were Professor A. C. Krey of the University 
of Minnesota, who called attention to various kinds of sources of 
history, illustrating their character and interest by citing specific 
examples; Mr. Lester Whiting of Clitherall, who told of the 
joumey of lowans into western Minnesota that resulted in the 
first permanent settlement of the county; Mr. Anthon Thompson, 
who made the speech of dedication; and Mr. Emery Fletcher, who 
accepted the marker on behalf of the village of Qitherall. The 
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setting up of this marker and the very successful meeting held in 
connection with it testify to the vitaUty of the Otter Tail County 
society. 

The seventieth anniversary of Seabury Divinity School of Fari­
bault was celebrated in connection with the graduation exercises 
on May 22. A tablet "marking the site of the first Seabury 
mission, built in 1858 " was unveiled by the Charter Oak chapter 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution of Faribault. A 
brief history of the school appears in the Minneapolis Journal for 
April 15. 

Two program meetings were held by the St. Louis County His­
torical Society in June — the first at Chisholm on June 22 and 
the second at the Jackson Club Building, near Duluth, under the 
auspices of the Jackson Farmers' Club on June 27. Among the 
papers presented at Chisholm — all by local speakers — were an 
account of the " Discovery of Ore and the Development of the 
Mining Industry" by Willard BayHss, " Reminiscences of Pioneer 
Days at Chisholm " by Mrs. G. L. Train, an outline of the " De­
velopment of Education at Chisholm " by J. P. Vaughan, and a 
description of the " Great Fire at Chisholm and the Rebuilding " 
by the Honorable J. H. McNiven. At the second meeting interest 
in agriculture predominated; the program included an address on 
the " Development of Agriculture at the Head of the Lakes " by 
John G. Williams of Duluth and a " History of the Jackson Farm­
ers' Club " by Fred Ward. 

The issue of the Sauk Centre Herald for June 7 is an elabor­
ately illustrated " Sixtieth Anniversary Edition " presenting an 
excellent picture of the history of the community and its institu­
tions and industries. Its most pretentious article is a detailed " His­
tory of Sauk Centre " from the first settlement in 1856 by a little 
group of seven people who comprised the " Sauk Centre Townsite 
Co." Attention is called to the fact that " the first meeting of 
settlers held for any purpose was July 16, 1857, at which time 
the Sauk Valley Claim Association was formed." The Sauk 
Center press receives its share of attention; among the articles on 
this subject are sketches of " Sauk Centre Editors I Have 
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Known " by Alvah Eastman, and a " Review of Experiences as 
Herald Editor " by A. M. Welles. The story of the Sauk Center 
schools is outlined by W. B. Morgan; an account of the Bryant 
Library, opened in 1869, is presented by Miss Helen B. Baker; 
and several articles are devoted to sketches of local churches. 
The " Advancement of Minnesota's Home School for Girls " is 
the title of an outline of the history of Sauk Center's most impor­
tant institution; and the activities of the Stearns County Child 
Welfare Board are reviewed by Mrs. Emma Moynihan. The 
reminiscent articles in the issue include two relating to the activi­
ties in the stockade built at Sauk Center in 1862 for protection 
against the Indians, by Major John R. Howard and Mr. George 
W. Thacker; and a sketch appropriately entitled " Both Sides of 
Main Street," by Dr. J. A. DuBois, who has Hved in the com­
munity for nearly fifty years. The importance of the town as a 
dairying center is recognized in an article entitled " The Sweet 
Cream Town," and there are also sketches of " Local Agricultural 
Institutions." The most interesting of the illustrations are a 
reproduction of a lithograph of Sauk Center made in 1868 from 
a drawing by W. J. Whitefield and a sketch of the Sauk Center 
stockade of 1862. 

A first step toward the organization of a Steele County Histori­
cal Society was taken at the sixth annual meeting of the Steele 
County Federation of Women's Clubs held at Medford on June 
30. After an address by Dr. Theodore C. Blegen of the Minne­
sota Historical Society, in which the possibilities of county his­
torical work were sketched, a county-wide committee was ap­
pointed to launch a county historical society. Its chairman is 
Dr. Milo B. Price of Owatonna, and the other members are Mr. 
Hugh H. Soper, Mrs. F. W. Adams, and Mrs. C. I. Buxton, of 
Owatonna; Mr. Edward Buskovik of CHnton FaHs; Mr. S. A. 
Rask of Blooming Prairie; Miss Cynthia Adams of Medford; and 
Mrs. E. A. Seidel of EUendale. An interesting illustration of the 
possibilities of collecting museum articles in a given community 
was given in a talk by Mrs. William Masche of Clinton Falls 
describing an " antique show " recently undertaken by the people 
of that village. 
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An excellent " History of the Kerkhoven Public High School," 
by Stanley H. Anonsen, the superintendent, is published in the 
1927 issue of its annual, the Kerkhoven. 

The organization forty-two years ago of the Woman's Read­
ing Club of Stillwater by Mrs. William M. McQuer, who has 
served ever since as its president, is described by Florence Leh­
mann in the Minneapolis Journal for May 7. 

The encouragement of the study of local history has taken a 
most interesting form in Wilkin County, where the county " fair 
association offers over one hundred dollars in prizes each year 
for historical articles pertaining to Wilkin county and its people." 
The articles are treated as exhibits at the fair and they become 
the property of the association. In connection with the 1928 fair 
" premiums" were offered for the following items: the " best 
historical account of a township " ; the " best historical account of 
any city, town or village"; the " best story of pioneer life in 
Wilkin County " ; a " collection of letters, newspapers, extracts, 
pamphlets, and books dealing with the history of Wilkin County " ; 
a collection of " Indian relics"; and a collection of " war 
relics." When it was learned through Mr. Frank E. Balmer — 
who was responsible some years ago for the compilation of a 
bibliography of Minnesota county histories — that the history 
of Wilkin County had never been written, the Gazette-Telegram 
of Breckenridge began the pubHcation of some of the articles 
" exhibited " at the county fair in the past. Amoi^ the sketches 
that have appeared are " A Wilkin County Romance " at Fort 
Abercrombie, by Miss Margaret Jones of Breckenridge, May 2 ; 
recollections of some of the bHzzards of pioneer days, by Mrs. 
A. C. Heys of Glyndon, May 9; the history of Sunnyside Town­
ship, by Mrs. R. O. Harrison of Doran, May 16; and the history 
of Breckenridge, also by Miss Jones, May 23. 

Letters from pioneers who spent their childhood years in 
Winona and interviews with some of them were used as sources 
for two articles on the early schools of Winona by Paul Thomp­
son, historian of the Winona County Old Settlers' Association, 
pubHshed in the Winona Republican-Herald for May 12 and 19. 
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The first deals with the earliest private and public grade schools 
of the city between 1852 and 1862, when all school records were 
destroyed by fire. It tells of the nursery school conducted in the 
summer of 1852 by Angeline Gere, " a miss of 14 years " who 
" collected less than a dozen small children in the boarding house 
shanty of Mrs. Abner S. Goddard " ; of a number of other short­
lived private schools; and of the first public school in the county, 
opened at Minnesota City in October, 1853, with twenty-seven 
pupils under the care of Hester Houck. The second article is 
concerned " primarily with the State Normal school, now the 
Winona State Teachers College, the first institution of its kind 
west of the Mississippi river." Both articles are illustrated with 
portraits of pioneer teachers and pupils, and a picture of the 
first normal school building appears with the second. 

Indians and university professors, French voyageurs and mis­
sionaries, pioneers, and immigrants mingled in the varied 
pageantry of " The Builders," presented at the Municipal Audi­
torium of Minneapolis on June 26, 27, and 28 to celebrate the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the city. The pageant 
reviewed the history of the city from the days of the Indian 
through the World War, and the background for most of the 
episodes was the Falls of St. Anthony. An elaborate program 
issued for this " Diamond Jubilee Pageant" is especially note­
worthy for its illustrations, which include portraits of Henry T. 
Welles and Dorilus Morrison, the first mayors of St. Anthony 
and MinneapoHs; a picture of the cabin on Lake Calhoun occupied 
by the Pond brothers, " the first habitation of a white man in what 
is now Minneapolis " ; an old print of the building used by the 
University of Minnesota in the seventies; and a photograph of 
the first bridge across the Mississippi at Minneapolis. 

" Highlights and Skyline of Minneapolis for Seventy-five 
Years " is the title of an article by Lucile Collins in the Gopher-M 
for June in which some interesting aspects of MinneapoHs social 
history are discussed. 

An old record book entitled " Chattel Mortgage Records, Town 
of MinneapoHs, May, i860 to April, 1867," recently unearthed in 
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the office of the city clerk of Minneapolis, is described in a brief 
article in the Minneapolis Tribune for May 27. 

Twenty-five Years of Fighting Tuberculosis in Minneapolis and 
Hennepin County is the title of a contribution to local medical his­
tory issued by the Hennepin County Tuberculosis Association 
(Minneapolis, 1928. 71 p.). It includes a "Chronological 
Record " of the work of the association since 1903 and a number 
of brief sketches of its activities. 

A three-day celebration from April 19 to 21 marked the sixtieth 
anniversary of the founding of Trinity Lutheran Church of Min­
neapoHs. Among the talks presented was a sketch of the history 
of the church by Professor Andreas Helland of Augsburg 
Seminary. 

The building of a new home by Temple Israel, the oldest 
Jewish congregation in Minneapolis, organized in 1879, is the 
occasion for the pubHcation of a brief history of the temple in the 
Minneapolis Journal for May 31. Special services, including a 
review of the history of the congregation by Amos Deinard, 
marked the closing of the old temple on June i. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church of Minneapolis was celebrated on June 10 and 11. 

The story of what was once one of the most pretentious homes 
in Minneapolis, that built in the late sixties by Joel B. Bassett, is 
outlined in the Minneapolis Journal for June 3, which announces 
that the house, now in the business section and occupied by a 
school, is soon to be torn down. 

The origin and growth of a number of St. Paul schools are 
outlined in a series of articles beginning in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press of April 15 with an account of the St. Paul Academy 
Country Day School. This is described as an outgrowth of the 
Barnard Private School, founded in 1888; it became the St. Paul 
Academy in 1900 and the country day school in 1916. Oak Hall, 
" the oldest exclusive girls' school in St. Paul," is the subject of 
the second article, published on April 22. The account calls atten­
tion to the seventy-fifth anniversary of the school, which was 
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founded in 1853 as the Baldwin School with the Reverend E. D. 
Neill as principal. An elaborate celebration extending from 
April 22 through April 28 marked this jubilee. On Founder's 
Day, April 25, " articles and relics illustrative of life and work in 
early Minnesota " were displayed in the school's gymnasium and an 
illustrated lecture on " Social and Economic Conditions in Minne­
sota in the Fifties " was presented by Dr. Theodore C. Blegen of 
the Minnesota Historical Society. Another outgrowth of Neill's 
educational activities, Macalester College, is the subject of the 
article for April 29. This began in 1855 with the " incorporation 
of the (College of St. Pau l " and after many ups and downs it 
finally opened on its present site in 1885. The histories of two 
Catholic schools. Cretin High School and St. Thomas College, are 
sketched in the articles published on May 6 and 13. The first was 
founded by Bishop Joseph Cretin in the capital of the new Min­
nesota Territory in 1851, and the college was opened by Arch­
bishop Ireland in 1885. 

The retirement of Mr. Arthur B. DriscoU as president of the 
Young Men's Christian Association of St. Paul after thirty-one 
years in that position is the occasion for the publication of an 
article by Julian Sargent on the history of the association and of 
Mr. DriscoU's services in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 10. 
The author reveals that " the ' Y ' has been here for 72 years but 
until its reorganization in 1897, when Mr. DriscoU was 
elected its president . . . it aspired to little more than maintenance 
in rented quarters of reading rooms, a social meeting place for 
young men and the accumulation of a library." 
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