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eighties, and describes his part in the founding of Concordia Col­
lege at Moorehead. 

Captain Fred A. Bill's history of " Navigation on the Red 
River of the North" is pubUshed in installments in the Burling­
ton [Iowa] Post from June 30 to October 6. Much material 
appears here that is omitted in the series as published in the North 
Dakota Historical Quarterly (see ante, p. 190). 

A story of adventure in the Red River region during the trying 
days of the Riel rebellion is related by Charles Mair in his " Mem­
oirs and Reminiscences," reprinted from the Toronto Star Weekly 
of November 14, 1925, in the introductory pages of the author's 
Tecumseh, a Drama, and Canadian Poems (Toronto, 1926). Mair 
went west to the Red River settlements in the fall of 1868 as pay­
master to a party of Canadian surveyors, whom he joined at Fort 
Abercrombie. In the fall of 1869 at St. Paul he met William 
McDougall, the newly appointed governor of Red River, and went 
with him to Pembina, where McDougall was stopped by Riel's 
followers. Mair, however, succeeded in making his way to Win­
nipeg, and he tells how he was imprisoned, how he finally escaped 
with a few companions, and how they crossed the border and went 
to Fort Abercrombie. From this point the refugees " passed on 
by stage to St. Qoud, then via St. Paul to Toronto," where they 
succeeded in arousing the government to organize the expedition 
" which brought relief to the oppressed loyalists of Red River." 

The customs and social life of pioneer days in the Candian Red 
River settlements are set forth in detail by the Reverend A. C. 
Garrioch in a volume entitled First Furrows: A History of the 
Early Settlement of the Red River Country, Including that of 
Portage la Prairie (Winnipeg, 1923). Relations with the Indians, 
especially with the fugitive Sioux from Minnesota after the mas­
sacre of 1862, are given thorough treatment. Cliurch affairs 
bulked large in the life of Portage la Prairie, the hamlet where the 
author and his family lived, and a substantial part of the book is 
devoted to chronicling the characters, deeds, and activities of re­
ligious leaders. Occasional references to Red River trains and to 
commercial intercourse with St. Paul may be noted. 
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Minnesota's State Parks and Monument Sites are briefly de­
scribed in a leaflet recentiy issued by State Auditor Ray P. Chase. 
A section is devoted to " Proposed Parks " and the suggestion is 
made that " a complete system should include many of the old fur 
trading posts of the state." 

Under the tide " Earthern Mounds in Cannon River Valley Held 
to be Work of Prehistoric Indians," a paper read by Professor 
E. W. Schmidt of Northfield before a meeting of the executive 
coundl of the Minnesota Historical Society in December, 1908, is 
published in the Independent of Northfield for September 27. 
Portions of the paper were printed earlier in Winchell's Aborig­
ines of Minnesota. 

A brief sketch of " Mounds, Etc., in the Nett Lake-Rainy Lake 
ComAry of Minnesota " by Albert B. Reagan appears in the Wis­
consin Archeologist for July. In addition to mounds, it tells of 
caches, pottery, and artifacts found in this vicinity. This issue 
contains also a list of the " Plants Used by the Bois Fort Chippewa 
(Ojibwa) Indians of Minnesota," with short explanations of their 
uses, and a Chippewa legend entitled " The Magic Pots " by the 
same author, who was superintendent of the Bois Fort Indian 
Reservation from 1909 to 1914. 

Mrs. Ellen AUanson, a daughter of Joseph R. Brown, recalls 
her father's interest in the treaty of Traverse des Sioux in an 
interview published in the Minneapolis Tribune for July 22. " He 
could not get away to be present at the councils at Traverse de 
Sioux," according to Mrs. AUanson, but " he discussed the nego­
tiations in detail with Henry H. Sibley, Alexander Ramsey and 
others, and speculated as to the outcome." She also recalls that 
as soon as the terms of the treaty of 1851 became known, Brown 
" made plans for a settlement up the Minnesota river." 

The visit of Mr. C. C. Herriman of Des Moines, Iowa, to the 
site of the Gull Lake Indian agency, where his grandfather, Major 
D. B. Herriman, was the agent in 1853, is the occasion for the 
publication of an article about the history of the agency in the 
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Brainerd Dispatch for September 7. Attention is called to the 
fact that the remains of the agency buildings have been located 
by Mr. T. B. Croswell of Brainerd. 

A trip by monoplane over a section of the old Red River trail 
through the Twin Cities to Anoka was the experience on June 
25 of Dr. Solon J. Buck, superintedent of the Minnesota Histori­
cal Society, and Mr. Ion R. Patch of Minneapolis, a pioneer who 
knew the trail in the days when it was used for ox-cart travel. 
Accounts of the trip and some reminiscences of Mr. Patch are 
published in the St. Paul Dispatch and the Minneapolis Star for 
June 26. 

From a note in Agricultural History for April (p. 106), it ap­
pears that a transcript of the manuscript " Recollections of a 
Quartermaster," by (jeneral William G. Le Due, is in the library 
of the department of agriculture at Washington. General Le Due 
was commissioner of agriculture from 1877 to 1881 and was a 
citizen of Minnesota from 1850 until his death in 1917 (see ante, 
3:57-65)-

An obituary sketch of " Willet Martin Hays, a Threefold 
Pioneer " appears as an editorial in the June issue of the Experi­
ment Station Record, a publication of the United States depart­
ment of agriculture (vol. 58, no. 8) . Hays, who served as assist­
ant secretary of agriculture from 1905 to 1913, was identified 
with the college of agriculture of the University of Minnesota 
from 1888 to 1892 and again from 1894 to 1904 and was one of 
the organizers of the Minnesota Field Crops Breeders' Associa­
tion. 

President Coolidge was the principal speaker at the dedication 
at Cannon Falls on July 29 of a memorial to Colonel William Col-
vill, commander of the First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry in the 
Civil War. The memorial, which was erected by the 135th Min­
nesota Infantry, was unveiled by Mrs. CooHdge. In his address 
the President briefly recalled the exploits of Colonel Colvill and 
his regiment at Gettysburg, declaring that " in all the history of 
warfare this charge has few, if any, equals and no superiors." 
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The address has been published in pamphlet form by the govern­
ment printing office (5 p.) . 

Under the provisions of an act passed by the 1927 legislature. 
Governor Christianson has appointed Mr. Frederic R. Bigelow, 
Mrs. Charles E. Furness, and Mr. Louis W. Hill of St. Paul, 
and Mr. John R. Van Deriip and Mr. Winthrop B. Chamberlain of 
Minneapolis to serve on a commission to raise funds for a Ramsey 
memorial on the Capitol grounds. 

On September 24 the Minnesota Daughters of the American 
Revolution unveiled at Mendota a boulder to which is attached a 
bronze plate bearing the following inscription: " Mendota: in the 
language of the Sioux means the mouth of a river; was the earliest 
permanent white settlement in southern Minnesota; a pioneer cen­
ter of the fur trade. Near here were signed treaties with the 
Indians in 1805 — 1837— 1851 ceding to the whites most of the 
lands in Minnesota. Fort Snelling was established on this side 
of the river in 1819. This region was long known as Saint Peters. 
Sibley House: Three blocks northeast from here stands the oldest 
house in Minnesota, built in 1835 by General Henry Hastings 
Sibley, first governor of the state 1858-1859; restored by the Min­
nesota Daughters of the American Revolution, maintained by 
them as a museum. Tablet erected by the Minnesota Society, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, September 24, 1928." 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The story of David Smith on whose land the village of Maple-
ton was platted after the coming of the railroad necessitated a 
removal from the original site on the Maple River, is featured in 
a " Golden Anniversary Edition " of the Blue Earth County Enter­
prise of Mapleton, issued on August 17. Other articles in the 
number deal with various phases of community history. An in­
teresting example of activity on the part of a particular race group 
is to be found in an account of the Blue Earth Valley Burns Club, 
organized by the Scotch element in Mapleton and Sterling in 1867. 
An article entitled " From Lean-to Shanty to Modern School" 
outlines the story of education in Mapleton; the history of the 
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various local churches is combined in a long article; the develop­
ment of telephone service in Blue Earth County is traced; early-
day postal service, when mail reached Mapleton by stage coach, 
is recalled; and cattle raising in the region in pioneer times is 
described. The issue is well illustrated with pictures of early 
landmarks, such as the first store and the first school, and with 
portraits of pioneers. 

A number of articles relating to the history and the commercial 
development of New Ulm appear in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for 
September 30 on a page devoted to " Industrial Minnesota." 
One sketch tells of the " Roller Mill Founded When Indians 
Roamed Land " in 1857; the title of another announces that " New 
Ulm Combines Glories of Past and Enterprise of Today in Set­
ting of Scenic Grandeur." 

Mr. C. W. Smith of Minneapolis, who settled near Iberia in 
1856, recalls some of his experiences as a Brown County pioneer 
in an interview published in the New Ulm Review for August i. 

An outline of the early history of Tansem Township, Clay 
County, by S. P. Anderson, is pubhshed in the Hawley Herald for 
July 12. It traces the progress of the township for a number of 
years after 1870, when the first settlers, John Tansem and Iver 
Ranum, arrived. 

Scenes from the history of Douglas County were shown in a 
pageant presented in connection with the county fair at Alexan­
dria on August 23, 24, and 25. 

Mrs. George Hopp of Northfield presents her " Earliest Memo­
ries of Carimona" in the Preston Republican for July 26 and 
August 9 and 16. In concluding she mentions the old Carimona 
hotel register owned by the Minnesota Historical Society and 
suggests that anyone having other Carimona material send it to the 
society for preservation. 

More than a hundred descendants of Buttolf G. Tistel gathered 
at the home of Mr. M. J. Hermanson of Albert Lea on August 5, 
when they formed a permanent organization and made plans for 
compiling a genealogy of the Tistel family. 
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Members of the congregation of the Excelsior Community 
Congregational Church, founded in June, 1853, on Lake Minne­
tonka by the Reverend (diaries (3alpin, celebrated its seventy-fifth 
anniversary on July 15, 16, and 17. A sketch of the history of the 
church appears in the Minneapolis Journal for July 10. 

Extracts from a letter of John F. Longley to a friend in Ohio, 
written from Glencoe on July 16,1871, after the writer had been 
inspecting the region around Glencoe, New Auburn, and Le Sueur 
apparendy with a view to settHng in this section of Minnesota, 
are quoted in the Le Sueur News-Herald for September 12 in 
one of a series of local history articles that are appearing in this 
paper. Some of the other sketches deal with the early history 
of Ottawa, Jvdy 11; an expedition under Captain George Tousley 
organized in 1862 to rescue a group of Sioux War refugees, 
August 15; and the early settlement and naming of Derryname 
Township, September 5. 

A " committee of the Union club on marking historical spots 
in the vicinity of Hutchinson " has selected a number of sites to 
be marked with bronze plates attached to boulders. The spot 
where Littie Crow met his death and the scenes of two tragedies 
of the Sioux War are to be marked in this way. In addition a bell 
used in the old Pendergast Academy, which was burned by the 
Indians in 1862, is to be placed on a permanent pedestal for 
preservation. 

In a special " McLeod County Fair Edition " of the Hutchin­
son Press, issued on September 18, a number of articles dealing 
with the economic development of the locality are published. 
Among these is an account of the growth of dairying in McLeod 
County; an outline of the commercial development of Glencoe; 
and histories of a number of banks and business houses in the 
towns of the region. 

Among the articles in a local history series appearing in the 
Hutchinson Leader is an account of the founding of the Leader 
in 1880, September 7; and a description of the " Early Day Annual 
Fair with Balloon Ascension," September 21. 



422 NEWS AND COMMENT DEC 

A series of local history sketches by Win V. Working that has 
been appearing of late in the Glencoe Enterprise includes an out­
line of the history of the village of Plato, July 19; an account of 
the early settlement of Helen Township, August 9; and a descrip­
tion of the fur-trade activities that centered at New Auburn in 
the sixties, August 30. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the completion of the tracks of the 
St. Paul and Pacific Railroad, now part of the Great Northern, 
to Argyle, is noted in an article giving some of the history of the 
locaUty in the Marshall County Banner of Argyle for September 6. 

In a pageant presented under the auspices of the Murray Coun­
ty Farm Bureau at Tepeeotah on August 22, 23, and 24, scenes 
from the history of Murray County, including the Lake Shetek 
Indian massacre, were reenacted. 

At a meeting called in connection with the Nicollet County 
Fair at St. Peter on August 22 the first steps toward the organ­
ization of a Nicollet County historical society were taken. A tem­
porary organization was formed, of which Judge Henry Moll was 
elected chairman and Miss Laura Laumann, secretary-treasurer. 
These officers were given the power to appoint a board of five gov­
ernors, who will be expected to draw up a constitution, conduct a 
membership drive, and arrange for the first meeting of the new 
society. A registration booth was maintained at the fair and a 
hundred members were obtained for the organization. The meeting 
on August 22 was addressed by General William C. Brown of 
Denver, Colorado, who was born at Traverse des Sioux and has 
been cooperating with Mr. Thomas Hughes of Mankato in the 
preparation of a history of " Old Traverse des Sioux," which the 
Herald Publishing Company of St. Peter has in press. 

Over five hundred people attended the annual meeting at Fort 
Ridgely of the Fort Ridgely State Park and Historical Associa­
tion on August 23. Among the speakers was Captain Albert 
Steinhauser of New Ulm, who told the story of the defense of 
New Ulm in the Sioux War of 1862. 

Brief biographies of members of the Mayo family and historical 
sketches of St. Mary's Hospital and of the Mayo Clinic of Roch-
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ester are included in a recently issued Supplement to the History 
of the Rochester Old School Boys and Girls Association (see 
ante, p. 198). 

The annual report of the Otter Tail County Historical Society, 
dated October 18, a copy of which has beeniiled with the Minne­
sota Historical Society, reveals that this organization has been 
unusually active during the past year. It now has forty-four 
members; it has purchased a case which has been " placed in the 
farmer's room at the courthouse for display of articles owned by 
the society," and, according to present plans, will change these 
exhibits about four times a year; it has secured space in the court­
house for storing its collections and is preserving here the files of 
seven Otter Tail Coimty newspapers; it has appointed " corre­
sponding secretaries " in fifty-six divisions of the county. In addi­
tion to these activities the society held two meetings in 1928 — one 
at Clitherall on July i (see ante, p. 310), and the other at Fergus 
Falls on October 18. Some of the papers read at the earlier 
meeting were published in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal of July 
2, and reprints were " made at small expense, which were sent to 
members of the society as the first publication of the society." 
At the Fergus Falls meeting Dr. O. N. Nelson of Battie Lake, 
Mr. Anton Thompson of Fergus Falls, and Mrs. W. L. Patterson 
of Fergus Falls were reelected president, vice president, and secre­
tary respectively and Mr. E. E. Adams of Fergus Falls was elect­
ed treasurer. 

A brief history of Pope County by Nels E. Nelson appears in 
the Pope County Tribune of Glenwood for July 5. It gives an 
interesting picture of the Red River trail and the cart trade that 
passed through Pope County in pioneer days. The writer's con­
tention that Stockholm, supposedly the first county seat, " never 
existed in Pope County " is answered by County Auditor L. M. 
Landing in the Tribune for July 12. He quotes a document 
dated February 12, 1867, on file in his office, in which the governor 
proclaims in effect a law for the " removal of the County Seat of 
Pope County from Stockholm to Glenwood." The Tribune of 
July 5 also includes some recollections of pioneer days in Pope 
County by Hans Johnshoy of Starbuck. 



424 NEWS AND COMMENT DEC 

The operation of the first train between St. Paul and White 
Bear village on September lo, 1868, is recalled in an article that 
notes the sixtieth anniversary of the event in the White Bear Press 
of September 6. Extensive quotations from contemporary St. 
Paul newspapers describe this first trip, which took five hundred 
people as guests of the Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad to 
an "excursion picnic at White Bear." The importance of the 
event to the pioneer resort may be judged by the fact that the 
visitors were greeted " with firing of cannon, cheering by men, 
and waving of handkerchiefs by ladies." 

More than a hundred and fifty people attended the stunmer 
meeting of the Rice County Historical Society at Morristown on 
July 23. The formal program included papers by Mrs. P. W. Gor-
rie on " The Founding of Morristown and Its Early History " and 
by Mr. A. C. Richter on early days in the community. These 
papers appear in a " Special Historical Edition " of the Morris­
town Press issued on July 23 in connection with the meeting. 
The issue includes also an account of the early history of Warsaw, 
sketches of some of the pioneers of the region, and a statement 
about the work of the local historical society. 

The history of northeastern Minnesota was traced in the Head 
of the Lakes Historical Pageant presented at Duluth under the 
auspices of the David Wisted post of the American Legion on 
July 31 and August i, 2, and 3. 

Among the sketches of pioneer life in Scott County that have 
been appearing recently in the Shakopee Argus-Tribune are an 
account of the first construction of " board sidewalks " in Shak­
opee, July 26; a list of the Scott County men who served 
with the First Minnesota Voluteer Infantry in the Civil War, 
August 2; and some of the recollections of Mrs. Susan Allen of 
Savage about early days in Credit River Township, September 6. 

A history of the Church of the Transfiguration of Belle Plaine 
was read at the celebration on September 5 of the fifty-sixth 
anniversary of its consecration. A sketch pubhshed in the Belle 
Plaine Herald for August 30 reveals that the church traces its 
history back to 1855, when the first Episcopal services held in 
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the community were conducted by the Reverend Timothy Wil-
coxson. Other names connected with the story of the pioneer 
congregation are those of Bishop Kemper and the Reverend E. 
Steele Peake. 

A sketch based upon the entries in an old account book kept 
by Thomas Doheny "when he operated a warehouse and store 
on the river bank opposite the Jessenland church " in the fifties 
is published in the Belle Plaine Herald of July 12 as one of a 
series of local history articles by Win V. Working. The early 
settlement of Gotha and pioneer life there among the Swedish 
settlers are described in the articles for July 26 and August 2. 

St. Jude's Episcopal Church of Henderson celebrated with 
appropriate services on July 31 the fifty-fifth anniversary of the 
consecration of its building by Bishop Whipple in 1873. The 
history of this congregation, however, begins at a much earlier 
date, for it was organized in 1856 by the missionary, E. Steele 
Peake. 

At the Monson Leike Memorial Park near Sunburg the second 
annual program commemorating the massacre of thirteen pioneers 
of this vicinity during the Sioux War of 1862 was presented on 
August 19 under the auspices of the Monson Lake Memorial 
Association. 

An organization known as the Todd County Old Settlers' His­
torical Society was formed at Long Prairie on August 24. On 
July 5 the Long Prairie Leader, cooperating with the leaders of 
the movement to form this society, published requests that the 
names of the first settlers and of the oldest living resident of each 
township in the county be sent to the newspaper. As a result many 
interviews and letters relating to pioneers and the early settie­
ment of the county were published in the Leader during the 
summer. 

Items about the village of St. Michael published in the Buffalo 
Journal of September 6 include an account of the incorporation 
of the village in 1889 and some recollections of Mr. Emil Gutz-
willer, who has lived in the vicinity since 1856. 
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The issue of the Canby News for September 7 is a " Golden 
Anniversary Edition " commemorating the passing of fifty years 
since the paper was founded by Addison M. Morrison. A sketch 
of the founder and some recollections of his wife appear on 
the front page of the issue. Other articles of historical interest 
in the number include an account of the " Beginnings of the Canby 
Community" by Mrs. Samuel Lewison; a sketch of the first 
school, established in 1877, as recalled by the teacher, Mr. Andrew 
Ouverson; and a description of the fire that swept the business 
section in 1893, reprinted from the News of the time. Among 
the illustrations are a picture of a sod house and a view of Canby 
in 1881. 

Three articles describing the growth of the Twin Cities and 
their development as a metropolitan center appear in the Review 
of Reviews for July. In the first Howard Elliott gives an account 
of the region for which these cities form the gateway, " The Great 
Northwest." He uses the term in its broad sense, including Min­
nesota, the Dakotas, Montana, Idaho, Washington, and Oregon in 
his survey. Since Mr. Elliott was chairman of the Northern 
Pacific Railway Company, his chief interest was naturally in the 
transportation facilities that have given this region a certain unity, 
and he sketches the growth of the railroads between Minnesota 
and the Pacific coast from 1870, when Jay Cooke began his opera­
tions at Duluth. " Minneapolis: Industrial Capital of the North­
west " is described by Henry Adams Bellows, who emphasizes the 
importance of wheat and lumber in the development of the Mill 
City. In surveying the cultural progress of the city he writes: 
" Observe how at every point we get back again to the beginning 
of our story: wheat and lumber." He tells how Mr. Elbert L. 
Carpenter, a lumberman, " and the group of citizens which he has 
rallied about him, have entitled the Minneapolis orchestra to a high 
position among America's musical organizations " ; how " at the 
University, Pillsbury Hall stands as one of the many memorials 
to Governor John S. Pillsbury " of milling fame; and how " the 
Walker Art Gallery represents the wise exchange of lumber for 
paintings." In the article on " St. Paul: Trade and Transporta­
tion Center of the Northwest," Herbert Lefkovitz tells a story 
of oxcarts, steamboats, and locomotives. He relates that " on the 
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same day in 1862 on which the first locomotive whistie in St. Paul 
sounded the commencement of a new order, one of these caravans 
of forty carts reached the city with $15,000 worth of furs, mocca­
sins and dried buffalo tongue." The contrasts between the two 
cities are well summarized by Mr. Bellows in one brief state­
ment —" from Nicollet Avenue to Robert Street you have ' gone 
East . '" 

A sketch of the history of Stanley Hall, a girl's boarding school 
established in 1890 in Minneapolis, appears in the Minneapolis 
Journal for July 20. It calls attention to the fact that the buildings 
occupied by the school, which closed its doors five years ago, are 
being demolished. 

An interesting use of historical materials for advertising pur­
poses is being made by the Merchants National Bank and the 
Merchants Trust Company of St. Paul in a leaflet published occa­
sionally under the title Today and Yesterday in Saint Paul. Each 
ntunber includes a picture accompanied by a brief sketch of some 
landmark, person, or activity of importance in the early history of 
the city. The originals of most of the pictures are in the museum 
of the Minnesota Historical Society. 
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